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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 



	

	 		Trinity Lutheran Church Staff 
Lead Pastor – Jeffery Gaustad x103 
Visitation Pastor – Rick Swenson x104 
Matt Byrd – Intern x115 
Music Director – Jonathan Wohlers x114 
Church Steward – Cheryl Mays Comen x112 
Interim Admin. Asst. – Beth Rich x110 
Communications – Michela Hammond x108 
Parish Nurse – Virginia Garrison x106 
Bookkeeper – Beth Rich x115 
Maintenance – Ed Kane 
Hospitality Coordinator – Anita Christian 
Youth Ministry Director – Karli Floyd 
Financial Secretaries – Joan Oldag 
                                     Pat Durston 
Caretaker – Kaye Olsen 
Custodian – Lori Titus, Yelena Zhurko 
Sound Engineers – David Christian 
                               Lowell Kiesow 
Cemetery Manager – David Christian 
 
Trinity Childcare and Preschool 
Executive Director – Lynn Cooper 
 
2015 Church Council 
Jeffery Gaustad, Lead Pastor 
Philip Edlund, President 
Roy Masengale, Vice President 
Donna Lederman, Secretary 
Bob Judge 
Connie Scafturon 
Douglas Wright 
Jeanne Ehlers 
Joanne Schwartz 
Juanita Stalwick 
Julie Storaasli  
Kurt Scearce 
Russ Floyd 
Steve Ufer 
William Ehlers, Jr.  
	
	

	
We	want	to	hear	from	you!	Send	us	an	email	
at	michela@trinitylutheranparkland.org,	mail	
us	a	letter,	or	stop	by	Trinity	Lutheran	Church	
Office.	

FEEDBACK 

Trinity’s Messenger  
Submissions Timeline 

 
 

In the Fullness of Time 
October 26 – November 11 

 
Advent/Christmas 
Due November 30 

 
Note: All of the above is subject to change. 
Please submit text and images via email to: 
michela@trinitylutheranparkland.org. 
Submissions before deadline are appreciated 
		

Sunday Worship at 9:00 and 11:00 am 
 

Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 
9 am – 4 pm 

 

Food Pantry: Tuesday and Friday 11-3pm 
Sunday 1 pm - 3 pm 

 
 

October 17 Barter Faire, 10am-1:30pm, Thompson Hall (Feeding Ministries) 
 

October 17 Thank You Brunch and Seafarers’, 10am-noon, Narthex   

October 18 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Thompson Hall 
 

October 18 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 4pm-6pm, Atrium 
 

October 18 Mission (not) Impossible, 10am-11am, Fireside (Stewardship Committee) 
 

October 20 Mission (not) Impossible, 7pm-8pm, Narthex (Stewardship Committee) 
 

October 21 Mission (not) Impossible, 6pm-7pm, Narthex (Stewardship Committee) 
 

October 22 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

October 22 Mission (not) Impossible, 11:30am-12:30pm, Narthex (Stewardship) 
 

October 23 Oktoberfest (Childcare), 6:30pm-8pm, Thompson Hall (see Lynn Cooper)  
 

October 24 TLCW Quilts & Kits for Blessing, 12pm-10pm, Sanctuary 
 

October 25 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Thompson Hall 
 

October 25 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 4pm-6pm, Atrium 
 

October 25 Mission (not) Impossible, 12:30pm-1:30pm, Thompson (Stewardship) 
 

October 27 Preserving Pierce County, 3pm-7:30pm, Thompson Hall Kitchen (Feeding) 
 

October 29 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

October 30 TLCW Quilts & Kits Packing, 2pm-11pm, Thompson Hall 
 

October 31 TLCW Quilts & Kits Shipment, 8am-12pm, Thompson Hall 
 

November 01 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Thompson Hall 
 

November 07 Trinity Bazaar, 10am-4pm, Thompson Hall  
 

November 08 Lutheranism 101, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

November 11 Men of Trinity Veteran’s Day Service, 5pm-10pm, Thompson Hall 
 

November 12 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

November 15  Adult Education, 10am-11am, Thompson Hall 
 

November 15 Lutheranism 101, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

November 19 Adult Education, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

November 20 Community Meal, 5:30pm-7pm, Thompson Hall (Feeding Ministries) 
 

November 22 Lutheranism 101, 10am-11am, Fireside 
 

November 26 Closed for Thanksgiving 
 

November 28 Altar Guild Decorating for Advent, 9am-12pm, Sanctuary 
 

November 29 Men of Trinity Advent Breakfast, 8:30am-11pm, Thompson Hall 
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Cover Photo by Kurt Scearce 
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                                    Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on       
                                    the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would  
                                    sprout and grow, he does not know how.  The earth produces of itself,  
                                    first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.  But when the                               
                                    grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has  
                                    come.’  Mark 4:26-29 
 

                                    I grew up in farming country in Minnesota, and back then (as now) this           
                                    time of year was always busy as the last of the crops were brought in 
from the fields.  This was also the time when hogs and steers and chickens were butchered and 
put into jars or into the freezer in anticipation of the coming winter’s thick snow and sub-zero 
cold.  Fall was the season of abundance (if the year had been good).  Farmers could now sell 
some of their grain or herds or flocks and finally have the money to purchase what was 
needed.  Fall was the time for feasting, with church fundraising dinners, social club banquets, 
and families gathered for Sunday dinner.  Fall was the time for hay rides and apple bobbing 
contests and pillow cases filled with All Hallow’s ‘Een trick-or-treat candy.  In Sunday worship 
in this harvest season there was the Reformation Sunday (which back then and in that place was 
more about being glad we were Lutherans and not Roman Catholics) followed immediately by 
the somber celebration of God’s harvest of souls on All Saints Sunday, followed by more 
hymns of thanksgiving.  Fall was harvest time, and it meant it was the season for giving thanks.  
 

The imagery of harvest is as old as humanity.  But something is happening as we move farther 
and farther away from the farm and deeper into the urban jungle.  We’re losing our corporate 
and personal memory of harvest.  With the majority of us living in metropolitan areas, 
agribusiness moving to ever larger mega-farms, and fewer of us growing gardens and “putting 
things up for winter” we’re removed from the planting and growing and harvest cycle.  I 
suspect that most people of middle-age and younger have never seen an animal 
butchered.  Many of our children think that milk, fruit, vegetables and meat all come from the 
grocery store.  They’ve not been given the experience of connecting directly with anything but a 
vague notion of harvest.  So there’s yet one more developing disconnect between scripture and 
our everyday lives—the imagery of harvest in talking about our life together within the 
dominion of God, and the thankfulness that rightly accompanies it. 
 

So I’ve begun to wonder, how can we discover ways to redeem and deepen the idea of harvest, 
and reconnect to the gratitude for God’s providence that comes with it?  I wish I had 
easy answers.  I drove by a church recently that had a few straw bales wrapped around the 
sidewalk of their main entry and I wondered if that might be helpful.  I decided that it was a 
romantic attempt, but it was a symbol without a significant connection.  How many people in 
our midst have baled or pitched or stacked straw bales at the farm?  Sure, there are some, but 

Continued on next page… 
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OCTOBER 
 
Genevieve Barnes  02 Jacob Buckentin 11 Karen Parr  25 
Gilles Gein  02 Frank Edwards 12 Steven Parr  25 
Marilyn Haugen  03 Spencer Broden 12 Ming-fen Chen Lee 26 
Deloris Larson  03 Lauren Sensel  14 Robin Cassidy  26 
Thomas Leitch  04 Raoul Titus  17 Shirley Mayer  28 
Luc Boers-Gein  04 Lowell Kiesow 22 Bethany Cooper 28 
Kathryn Pilgrim  06 Anna Myking  23 Kathryn Wright 29 
Carmela Paolino  08 Cole Buckentin 23 Wanda Wentworth 29 
Eric Herde  09 Walt Shaw  24 Gloria Nornes  30 
Barbara Phillips  11 Alan Gammel  24 Valerie Ufer  30 
   Pat Ness  25 Nancy Judge  31 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Gloria Duntsch  05 Taylor McElliott 15 Bill Habermann 21 
Elaine Ramsay  05 William Ehlers, Jr. 15 Leah Alexander 21 
David Lindbo  06 Susan Winters  16 Vilnis Smidrovska 22 
Dwight Zulauf  07 Kristina Ufer  16 Delbert Schafer 23 
Elizabeth Wold  07 Virginia Garrison 17 Judy Koehlert  23 
Randy Bacon  07 Jesus Rodriguez 17 Rainer Scearce 23 
Warren Miller  07 Nyrie Mietzke  17 Sandy Bade  24 
Jeffrey Honeycutt  08 Myron Thompson 18 Penny Swenson 26 
Sally Goldyn  10 Bobbie Chipman 18 Daniel Kensrud 28 
Miles Scearce  13 Kari Harmon  18 Eric Kuester  30 
       Malia Boyer  30 
 



From the Pastor continued… 
 

likely not a majority.  The same thing is true of corn shocks or grain shocks.  They’re the stuff 
of museum paintings and decorating.  We take our children to the pumpkin patch to pick out a 
prize pumpkin for carving a jack-o-lantern.  They see the end result, but haven’t been a part of 
the planting and hoeing and nurturing that led up to their outing to the farm, making the 
pumpkin patch more a thing of magic than the end of a cycle.  
 

As the church we’re in a new environment these days.  The world we live today in isn’t the 
world of two millennia ago, or a century ago, or even a decade ago.  The world has changed 
and is changing.  Our society is on the edge of “reducing the human project to commodity, to 
the making of money, to the reduction of persons to objects, to the thinning of human 
communications to electronic icons.”1 And too often, we who are the church seem more 
bound to our traditional ways of doing things (which may or may not be ancient or even 
meaningful) ignoring the mission God has given us of being God’s ambassadors of 
reconciliation, God’s agents of Divine transforming love, the Spirit-filled, flesh and blood, 
hand and feet of Jesus the Christ.  We’re too often forgetting that there is a harvest—God’s 
harvest—involved.  We’re forgetting the joy and beauty of harvest, the human work involved 
along the way, and the mystery of God’s providence and love that brings the whole thing to 
fruition.  These days I’ll readily admit to having more questions than answers about the future 
and the church.  But I know and trust that God is solidly involved, for in the end, it is God’s 
harvest.   
 

So I invite you to think with me about how we might recapture or redeem or renew or 
reimagine the deep meaning and beauty of harvest, and the thanksgiving that accompanies it.  
I invite you to consider and have conversations together discerning the mission we share that 
leads to harvest.  Elsewhere in this issue you’ll find the first invitation to “Mission (not) 
Impossible” which will be sort of like cottage meetings but with imagination and (hopefully) 
fun!   
 

There is also a brief citation from a very beautiful presentation “Hallowed Harvests” by 
Trinity’s own Dr. Richard Scheuerman, a professor at Seattle Pacific University.  Dick has 
rediscovered his heritage and passion for raising heritage wheat. Dick farms in Washington’s 
Palouse Country.   
  
Christ’s body, the church, like grains of wheat gathered at the harvest, is more than a 
collection individual heads of grain.  Together, united in Christ, we are the very stuff God can 
use to make bread to nourish the world and the people God delights to love. 
 

Grace and peace! 
Pr. Jeff Gaustad   
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
Juanita Stalwick 
 

“I tell you, look around you and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting”. John 4:35. 
 

October is the month to pitch in to help your neighbors far and near. Our kits and 
quilts will be shipped out the end of the month. Please continue to bring all kit 
contents, especially bath towels, bath soap, and nail clippers. The number of Personal 
Care Kits we make up is limited to the number of bath towels we receive so they are 
most important. Think ‘cheap’ as lightweight towels are preferred. If it is difficult for 
you to shop, I will be glad to do it for you.     
 

Note: Hard copies of the complete list of kit contents are available for pick up at the 
Narthex and Communications and Marketing board. 
 

SERVANTS’ PARTY 
Juanita Stalwick 
 

Kids, men, and women are all invited to a fun event on Saturday, October 24. Our 
Servants’ Party will be in Thompson Hall from 10 - 2. Trinity Quilters will host a light 
lunch and everyone will help to assemble mission kits and tie mission quilts, then 
place them in the Sanctuary to be blessed on Sunday morning. Please come and help 
with this important work. 
 

“The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few, therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send laborers into his harvest”. Luke 10:2. 

1 Walter Brueggemann in Struggling with Scripture (Louisville, KY, Westminster John Knox Press, © 2002) p.26.              
	

LUTHERANISM 101: LUTHERAN BY THE NUMBERS 
 

Did you ever wonder what makes us Lutheran? Would you like to take a refresher 
course on material you learned in confirmation class? Join Intern Pastor Matt Byrd for 
three Sundays in November as we explore the things that inform our Lutheran 
theology. We will look at the 95 Theses, the five solas or “alone” statements by Martin 
Luther, the 10 commandments and the two sacraments.  November 8th, 15th and 22nd, 
10:10 am-10:50 am in the Fireside room. 



	 	  
 
“And now the days are short, I'm in the autumn of my years.”  
These lyrics come from that beautiful song entitled, "It was a  
Very good year," sung by Frank Sinatra among others.  (I digress: 
back in my Luther College days, there was a group who sang at  
our college, the Fabulous Flippers from Lawrence, Kansas, who  
was a regional rock group with very good vocals, harmonies,  
and brass.  I can still hear their beautiful rendition of this song in  
my head.) 

Thoughts of autumn, seasons, and harvest go together for me. The trees in Minnesota, 
here in Washington, and many other places turn beautiful colors.  The weather cools 
down.  There are high school, college, and professional football games. Classes 
resume.  A new church year begins.  I love this time of year. 

When I think of the word “harvest” I think of planting seeds, a growing season, and 
then a season of harvest.  Where I served, Grace Lutheran Church in Jersey Shore, 
Pennsylvania, seed corn was a major crop in that area.  

Not only are there agricultural seasons but there are also seasons in life. As we look at 
life we can see there are good seasons, when life is going well, and there are difficult 
seasons, where life is hard.  Ecclesiastes 3 says it all so well. 

“For	everything	there	is	a	season	and	a	time	for	every	matter	under	heaven:	a	time	
to	be	born,	and	a	time	to	die;	a	time	to	plant,	and	a	time	to	pluck	up	what	is	planted”	
(vs.1,	2).			
	
The word “harvest” reminds me that throughout our seasons of life we have many 
“seed planting” opportunities of faith in God, hope, and love.  Some of these “seed 
planting” opportunities with people are unexpected.  We may have made a big 
difference to someone by something we said or that we may not even remember. 

 

Continued on next page… 

Page	4		Page	19	

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 2015 
 

Daylight saving time ends Sunday, November 1st at 2:00 AM. Before you go to bed 
Saturday night, remember to “fall back” by setting your clocks back an hour. 

10th ANNUAL DAVID & MARILYN KNUTSON LECTURE 
Crude Awakenings: The Faith, Politics, and Crises of Oil in America’s Century 
Darren Dochuk, Associate Professor of History, University of Notre Dame 
 

Wednesday, October 28th at 7:30 pm 
Pacific Lutheran University  
Lagerquist Concert Hall, Mary Baker Russell Music Building 
 

This lecture is free to the public.  
For more information, contact Cynthia Givens at 253.535.7228, 
parkmaca@plu.edu, or visit www.plu.edu/religion/darren-dochuk. 

!

!

!!

!

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Reformation Day is Sunday, October 25th. There will be incredible, special 
music…PLUtonic at 9 am service and Evergreen Brass Quintet and Strings at 11 am 
service. Fallfest to follow after the later service. 

TRINITY’S MESSENGER  
You may have noticed that the Messenger has been delivered in a smaller, “folded” 
parcel. This new bundle has been implemented to cut more costs of bulk mailing. For 
questions or comments, please send an email to michela@trinitylutheranparkland.org. 
 

ATRIUM 
The Atrium is “ready enough” to begin serving our children! Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd got officially underway here at Trinity on Sunday October 11. Thanks to our 
first three children, Sarah Ehlers, Jordan Tillman-Wright and Remington Stechauner. 
Bless all the ones who will come along. Encourage it! 
 



		
	 	

 
From Pastor Rick continued… 
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It is God who gives the growth 
of the seeds of faith, hope, and 
love we somehow and in some 
way scatter throughout our lives. 
The sum total—the “harvest”-- 
of those seeds is in God’s hands 
and in God’s timing, not ours. 
 
“Harvest” is also a reminder of 
our mortality.  That realization 
can help us appreciate each and 
every day our gracious God 
gives us.  It can help us re-focus 
on what really matters in life.  
There is a seed planting time, a 
time for growth, and a time for 
the harvest.  It is all ultimately 
in God’s hands and that is where 
we rest.   

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rick
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TACOMA SEAFARERS’ CENTER, CHRISTMAS BOXES - 2015 
 

Christmas is just around the corner and time for the Seafarer  
Christmas Boxes. For several years the Tacoma Seafarers’  
Center at the Port of Tacoma has provided gift boxes to  
seafarers from merchant ships visiting the Port as part of its  
Christian outreach ministry. Last year 1,700 boxes were  
distributed to seafarers on 75 ships representing more than  
25 nationalities. The boxes are filled by members of the 
Center Board and Auxiliary and members of many area  
churches and organizations. 
 

Thank you for helping last year (2014). Trinity provided 100  
boxes prepared by 28 individuals (1-2 or more boxes) (50),  
Esther Circle (10) and 20 boxes were filled from funds  
donated by 6 persons ($150.00) at between $10 - $15.00 per  
box. 2015 boxes will be available on Sundays in the Narthex  
and weekdays at the Host Desk in the Library beginning Sunday October 18th.  
     

The 3rd Annual Thank You Brunch will be on Saturday morning, October 17, 2015 in 
the Narthex from 10:00 till Noon. There will be fun, food and fellowship and we will 
be packing 20 boxes that day. Last year’s “stuffers” are invited, as well as, anyone else 
interested in helping or learning more about the Seafarers’ Center Christmas Box 
Project. 
 

Thank you to all participating in the past.  Please consider participating, again, this 
year. For questions, please call TLCW Seafarers’ Center Representative Maren 
Johnson – (253) 531-3718.  
	

MISSION (NOT) IMPOSSIBLE 
Don’t miss the opportunity to participate in the Fallfest and assist Super Agent Jeff 
“Ethan Hunt” Gaustad in a series of exciting missions. Hosted by the Stewardship 
Committee, please choose a one-hour session from the following dates: 

• Sunday,	October	18,	10:00	AM,	Fireside	
• Tuesday,	October	20,	7:00	PM,	Narthex	
• Wednesday,	October	21,	6:00	PM,	Narthex	
• Thursday,	October	22,	11:30	AM,	Narthex	
• Sunday,	October	25,	12:30	PM,	Thompson	Hall 
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV 
 

Life never stays the same. There are 
several stages with unique challenges that 
make each one memorable. As new 
parents, you add new responsibilities and 
a baby to your life while trying to 
establish yourselves as a couple. This 
new role means sharing your partner with 
someone else so make sure you talk to 
each other, have a date night, and share 
your struggles. Adjustment is easier when 
you know what challenges exist. 
 

The next stage is the teen years and the 
bid for independence. This coincides with 
financial concerns such as maintaining a 
home, supporting the family, preparing 
for college, and possibly helping an 
elderly parent. Know that the caregiver 
role for your child is starting to end. To 
prepare your child for adulthood, teach 
him/her about financial and personal 
responsibility and be open with your 
spouse about any conflicts you have 
about letting go. 
 

Next is sending your child off to college, 
career, or marriage. You are no longer the 
parent/controller but a friend/advisor. If 
this is your last child, it may mean 
reconnecting with your spouse since the 
previous years have been focused on your 
child(ren). You might also be adding the 
role of caregiver for a parent. Keep in 
mind as you struggle with your changing 
roles, your parent is also struggling with 
his/her loss of independence. Be patient, 
include your parent in decisions when 
possible, ask siblings and friends for help, 
and be honest about your feelings. 
 

The last stage is retirement where some 
have a loss of identity because they no 
longer work while others find new 
beginnings. To make the transition 
successful, consciously look for things to 
do. Resurrect an old hobby or find a new 
one. Travel to visit family and spend time 
with your grandchildren. If you can’t 
travel, call them on the phone or use 
email. Stay connected and interested and 
you will find a whole new world. 
(Source: magellanassist.com) 
 

"I want to convey my thankfulness and appreciation to fellow members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in recognition of the fortieth anniversary of my ordination into the 
ministry of the church. I was especially pleased to be in the company of esteemed 
fellow clergymen and Trinity members who also celebrated their anniversaries in the 
ministry. My early life was shaped for the ministry when I attended Trinity's Sunday 
School more than sixty years ago! I will always remain grateful to this church and its 
Lord." Very Kindly, Art Sortland 

Woman with five in household… 
“We appreciate the fresh produce! We didn’t plan on ending up in this situation – food 
stamps don’t cover enough. People here go above and beyond to be helpful. My 
daughter volunteers here sometimes. I took the cooking classes this past year which 
were really fun, I really enjoyed it! We also attended the container gardening class and 
our tomato plant is huge, we are getting some great tomatoes. There are months that 
without this place, I wouldn’t know…sometimes I come between grocery bags to the 
choice table and it is really helpful to be able to do that.” 

Woman with three children and a granddaughter… 
“The people here are really friendly and I really like the fresh food and the care that 
they put into the food here. I try to utilize everything in the grocery bags and give it to 
others if I can’t use it. I lost my job and we are currently homeless, staying with some 
family. I like that there is always different stuff here. I like the greens and vegetables 
and fruit help to provide my kids balanced meals.”   

As time marches on closer to the Nov 7 Trinity Bazaar sponsored by the TLCWomen, 
please consider: 
.....donating to Nearly New  
.....crafting something for the TLCW Craft Table 
.....volunteering to work a two hour shift the day of the Bazaar (cashier, kitchen, floater) 
.....donating books to the Reader's Club 
Many thanks for your support.  
For further questions or information, please contact Joanne Schwartz, 383-3321. 
	



	
	
	 	

	 
 
 

Matt Byrd, Intern  
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Evonne, who now lives on Vashon Island, is preparing her estate and promised to give 
the artwork to her granddaughter as a keepsake. Trinity is very, very grateful to 
have enjoyed this beautiful work of art which has been for us a visual embodiment of 
the Gospel.     

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “the harvest is ready but the workers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Luke 10:2 
 

People are as ready and willing to experience the proclamation of the gospel today as 
they were in Jesus’ time. Our methods and ability to connect with an audience are vastly 
different than when Jesus sent out his disciples in pairs. In our world of instant Internet 
information, television on demand, and Facebook and Twitter, there still remain broken 
and sinful people in need of help and hope. The harvest of souls that Christ commends 
all disciples to engage in begins not inside the doors of the church, but in the community 
at large. The first line of contact with those who need to hear the promise of God in 
Christ Jesus are those who are our neighbors and our friends. And that can be a daunting 
proposition. Most people do not feel equipped to witness to their neighbors. They would 
rather eat a plate full of thumbtacks than tell their friends and family about Jesus.  
 

But witnessing, or planting seeds for future harvest need not be done with a bullhorn and 
a bible beating over the head of an unwilling victim. We can witness to others simply by 
demonstrating the way the love of Christ has transformed our hearts and lives. We can 
be kind to busboys, waitresses, and cashiers. We can provide dignity and respect to those 
who would be viewed as lowly and unworthy. We can operate in a state of grace offering 
forgiveness and compassion to those who may make mistakes while trying to serve us or 
get our latte order right for the third time. Most importantly, we don’t have to pretend 
like we are perfect, we can own up to our own foibles and mistakes and ask for 
forgiveness. 
 

We can no longer rely on the fact that our buildings and sanctuaries will attract people to 
worship with us. We also can’t expect that everyone who would cross the threshold of 
Trinity will look or act like we think they should. But we can create an environment that 
welcomes the least and the broken and the hurting with open arms.  
 

It takes patience to watch as the fruit of our labors grow. It takes courage to invite a 
family member or friend to join us for church events. It is not easy to bring in a physical 
harvest from the fields. It has to happen when the time is right and it is exhausting and 
physically draining labor. It is no easier to help bring in a spiritual harvest. It can be 
emotionally draining. We can face rejection or disdain. But the joy that comes from 
working for the Lord of the harvest can bring us renewed energy. It can help us to move 
forward and plant seeds of faith that may be harvested by future disciples as yet 
unknown. 
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The beautiful needlework processional banner of 
the Madonna and the infant Jesus was designed 
and made by Evonne Wise, an active member of 
Trinity, in 1980. Two smaller banners of praying 
angels were also designed to hang on either side 
of the main banner.   
 

Evonne remembers that when Pastor Erling 
Thompson saw the set, he asked if Trinity could 
borrow them for Christmas. They have been on 
loan to Trinity ever since. Several years ago the 
banners were framed to protect and properly 
display them, and have been gracing the east 

GIFTS OF HOPE 
Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Committee 
 

Gifts of Hope for the Christmas season 2014 had another successful year with $11,975 
being sent to agencies all over the world with six churches participating. The total 
raised over the ten years that Gifts of Hope has been active is over $120,000. 
 

All the gifts in the catalog were purchased this year. Food for persons in need, care for 
animals, honey bees, and goats were the most popular gifts. Thrivent of Pierce County 
added $2500 and Lewis County Thrivent also added $500 in supplemental funds. 
 

Gifts of Hope will no longer continue to be offered for the Christmas season. It was our 
hope that another church would take over after Trinity Mission Committee could no 
longer continue the project but that did not happen. We would suggest the ELCA Good 
Gifts catalog as an alternative source for gifting for the coming Christmas season. We 
are thankful for all those who have participated in the program the last 10 years and we 
pray that the agencies that have been assisted in their missions will be able to continue 
their important work in their communities. 
	



 
 

Jonathan Wohlers, Director of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Corner continued… 
 

Just a reminder while the official campaign is 5 years from June 2015 through May 2020, 
gifts of any all sizes are encouraged, and you can participate with a one-time gift, 1 year, 2 
years, 3 years, or 4 years.   
 

Several parts of the Heritage and Hope campaign are now in full gear! 
1. Karli Floyd hired as part-time Youth Director 
2. Michela Hammond hired as Communications and Marketing Coordinator to help 

support the Heritage and Hope campaign, and improve overall communications - 
internally and externally – Initial funding provided by a grant from the Trinity 
Mission Endowment Fund for 2015 

3. 2015-2016 Benevolences selected with Congregational Input 
4. 7 youth and 2 adults attended the 2015 National Lutheran Youth Gathering in Detroit 
5. The process of adjusting our paid staff wages to fair local market rates began 
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When I was growing up, one of my favorite 
worship services of the year was held the week of 
Thanksgiving when the congregation would bring 
gifts of food that were collected at the front of the 
sanctuary to later be given away as a part of the 
church’s feeding ministry. It was a great image of 
God’s bounty and goodness, a literal overflowing 
“horn of plenty.” At those services I also loved 
singing the hymns of harvest. American hymnody 
is rich with hymns of thanksgiving, and 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship contains many of 
the best of these. In considering a harvest themed 
hymn for this edition of Great Hymns of the Faith, 
with its message of sharing God’s blessings so that 
our neighbor might not suffer, “Praise and 
Thanksgiving” (ELW 689) seemed to me to best 
represent our church’s motto, “Trinity Feeds 
Hungry People.”   
	 First published in the Rodborough Hymnal (Gloucester, 1964), “Praise and Thanksgiving” 
was written by the English Congregational minister Albert F. Bayly (1901–1984) in order “to 
meet the need for harvest thanksgiving hymns which remind us that we can thank God rightly 
only if we are ready to do [God’s] will by sharing those gifts with others, so they can rejoice 
with us.” The hymn was written to go with the nineteenth-century tune BUNESSAN, a well-
known Gaelic melody (of Scottish or Irish origin) that serves as the tune for a number of 
hymns in Evangelical Lutheran Worship: “Baptized in Water” (ELW 456), “Morning Has 
Broken” (ELW 556) and the marriage hymn “This Is a Day, Lord, Gladly Awaited” (ELW 
586). 
 

1. Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer for all things living, you have made 
good: harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, hay from the mown fields, blossom 
and wood. 

2. God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

3. Father, providing food for your children, by Wisdom’s guiding teach us to share one 
with another, so that, rejoicing with us, all others may know your care. 

4. Then will your blessing reach ev’ry people, freely confessing your gracious hand. 
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; your love sustaining showers the land. 

	

Congratulations to Marilyn Knutson who 
was honored with the Heritage Award last 
Friday, October 9th by PLU President, 
Thomas Krise. We are so proud of you! 

Warm greetings to Toppy Kyllo for 
being one of the six new inductees to 
the PLU Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Friday, October 9th. Way to go Toppy! 

Hugs and prayers were sent off 
with Chi Chi Lee, as she 
travelled to Taiwan for an 
internship to explore the science 
of Microbiology. Blessings! 
	



 
 
Greetings from your Church Council! 
 

It is hard to believe that another year has already gone by.  Many exciting and important 
ministry improvements and changes have occurred over the past two months! We welcomed a 
Pastoral Intern Matt Byrd, who will be working with us for the next year as he continues his 
seminary training. Matt has also been working with the University Congregation/Campus 
Ministry focus group, as Trinity explores a new type of collaborative ministry with our 
neighbors across the street.  We started Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as a new format to 
provide Christian Education for our youngest members.  We embarked on a renewed 
emphasis on reading the Bible with Dr. Keith Cooper and Pastor Jeff Gaustad, as we delve 
into “Making Sense of Scripture.”   
 

Fall definitely a busy time, and we wanted to get a couple of dates out to you now, so that you 
can plan ahead.   

• Sunday, November 22nd at 12:30pm – Annual Ministry Meeting (Annual Ministry 
Reports, Election of Council members, Trust Committee, and Nominating Committee) 

• Sunday, January 31st at 12:30pm – Annual Business Meeting (Year-End Financial 
Report, Voting on Annual Ministry & Mission Budget). 

 

Heritage and Hope – Update & Clarifications - $603,000 in commitments (80% of the 
$750,000 5 year goal) 
If you have already made your commitment to Heritage and Hope, but have questions about 
how to make your contributions, you can contribute in one of the following ways: 

1. Include an additional amount in your existing offering check, noting the “Heritage and 
Hope” amount in the memo line 

2. Write a separate check with the Heritage and Hope amount, noting “Heritage and 
Hope” in the memo line 

3. Donate via the Trinity website at www.trinitylutheranparkland.org and click on 
“Give” then “Your Treasures” and enter your donation amount in the “Heritage and 
Hope Appeal” box.   

a. If you create an online profile, you can set-up a recurring donation on a weekly 
or monthly basis 

4. Talk to your financial advisor to make a donation by transferring stocks or bonds or a 
direct transfer from your IRA 

 

If you have not made a commitment to the Heritage and Hope Campaign, we encourage you 
to let us know of your commitment!  You can contact Church Steward, Cheryl Mays-Comen, 
at the Church Office at 253-537-0201 extension 112 or via email at 
business@trinitylutheranparkland.org. 

Continued on next page… 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 	 
 

From the Introduction of Dr.Richard Scheuerman's "Hallowed Harvests: Reapers and 
Gleaners in Western Art, Literature, and Illustration":	
 

Somewhere in one of the outbuildings on our small Palouse Country farm in southeastern 
Washington, my father kept a scythe in semi-retirement. The old implement only appeared 
when barnyard grass and weeds needed to be cleared, or when he thought his two teenage 
sons had unnecessary time on their hands. In boyhood memory the serpentine wooden handle 
seemed taller than I stood so was awkward to handle. But Dad could adjust the grips and offer 
refresher lessons in swath, rhythm, and sharpening before sending my brother or me out to 
battle formations of wheatgrass and Jim Hill mustard. Our place was located deep in the 
Pacific Northwest’s Palouse—a legendary grain district known for steeply rolling hills and a 
favored destination for landscape photographers from around the world.   
 

I suspect farms like ours held in common with many others a peculiar geographic 
nomenclature necessary for communication about what had happened long before, or what 
needed to be done with scythe, hoe, or other tool. Far behind the house we had the Huvaluck 
(Hessian dialect for “Oat Hole,” from Hafer, German “oat”), Windmill Hill, and Spud Draw 
where our clan had planted potatoes in an endless furrow during the week of Good Friday for 
at least three generations. The head of the draw led over a narrow hill aptly named the Saddle. 
With only a half-section, our farm was small even by 1960s standards but there could be no 
doubt where we might be directed to tend a thistle patch or harrow or rendezvous with the 
combine to unload grain since so many named features existed on that tussled 320-acre half-
section.  
 

The broad hill rising westward from our house was steep enough to accommodate a spacious 
root cellar that was attached to our ramshackle porch. The cellar had been built not long after 
our paternal Russian-born German great-grandparents’ arrived in the Palouse in the early 
1890s, so we were warned to stay out due to threat of collapse from the weight of the ground 
above. Our elders called these places zemlyanka, Russian for “earth-home,” which likely were 
successors to the medieval German grubenhaus (“dug house”) their ancestors had fashioned in 
Hesse. Our people had lived in such places when first immigrating to Russia from Germany 
during Tsarina Catherine the Great’s reign 250 years ago. Some even inhabited these dens 
after arriving in the Pacific Northwest until a proper family home could be built. But of course 
the young are disposed to explore, so we ventured inside the cellar periodically to see dimly 
lit evidence of life from yesteryear. An exceedingly dusty pituvfka kitchen worktable stood 
against one wall with two rounded flour bins suspended beneath, and some old glass canning 
jars remained on wooden shelves. Most had long been empty, but a few held grain 
safeguarded by our grandparents. Perhaps these were remnants of whole grain Hirsche 
(“millet” in Hessian) that Dad remembered eating with honey as a boiled breakfast porridge in 
Depression days.   

Continued on next page… 
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Kurt Scearce 
	
 “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground…” Genesis 2:7   
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From the Introduction of Dr.Richard Scheuerman… 
 

I learned later that usu Leut (“our people”) had brought ancient landrace grain seed from 
Russia’s Volga region and the Ukraine, varieties named for colors of kernels and glumes like 
Russian “Turkey” Red and Odessa White wheats, purple Egyptian Hulless barley, and Green 
Russian oats. Perhaps the cellar had also served as Grandpa’s seed vault. It seemed fitting that 
he had retired his old Marsh reaper to the shade of a crab apple tree just a stone’s throw up the 
hill the cellar. In our day the mesh of stems and branches that had grown through its rusted 
iron wheel spokes and reel had long since rendered the machine immobile.   
 

I listened with fascination to my grandfather’s stories about cutting grain by scythe and 
reaper, and threshing the stalks in stifling August heat with a skilled team of workers tending 
header-box wagons, derrick table and Jackson fork, and a mammoth steam-powered threshing 
machine and engine. When I once asked for explanation of these operations, Grandpa 
retrieved an old photograph from his bedroom closet and patiently described the role of each 
member of the crew. The image was labelled “Lautenschlager and Poffenroth, 1911”—
surnames of familiar relatives, and I instantly recognized Grandpa standing under the wooden 
derrick clasping the handle of a pitch-fork. Many farm families treasure such images today, 
and I have unrolled many that stretch as wide as a kitchen table. Grandpa delighted in relating 
tall tales of bygone August “thrashing weather” happenings—when the Moore brothers 
threshed a thousand sacks of grain in a single day in 1911, how field hand Otis Banks’s could 
lift one of the 120-pound wheat sacks with his teeth, and the bumper crops of 1908-1910.   
 

I marveled at my grandfather’s ability to recite pastoral verse by Tennyson and Longfellow in 
spite of little formal education. The only books I recall in his home were a Bible and three-
volume New Testament commentary in German...	
 

 
 

our neighbor we feed them God’s grace, 
there in the food itself, under and within.   
We cannot separate the harvest from the 
earth, cannot separate the earth from man, 
cannot separate man from Christ, cannot 
separate Christ from our salvation. We 
are tied forever to God’s creative act of 
forming us from the dust of the ground.     
                             We are Adamah and we  
                             are His harvest. And we  
                             echo that harvest when  
                             we gather the fruits of  
                             our garden and feed our  
                             neighbors. It is indeed  
                             the “Garden of Edible  
                             Grace”. 
	

We are made of the earth. The Hebrew 
word is “adamah”: soil, land. The first 
human named after the material of their 
creation - Adamah. We truly are people 
of the dirt. Of the dirt and fallen. Yet 
God’s salvational grace likewise comes  
to us through the earth when God is made 
manifest in human form; Son of Man, 
formed of the dust of the  
ground, our Adamah of  
redemption. Jesus asks that  
we remember Him through  
the fruits of the earth: the  
grape and grains of wheat,  
planted in soil, fruiting out  
and harvested, made into  
wine, the blood of Christ,  
and bread, His body. Our  
remembrance of His grace  
is the harvesting of the  
garden, the intimate ties of  
spirit, body, food, soil. When  
the garden nourishes our  
bodies with its life giving  
produce we are sustained. 
Through Christ we are given spiritual 
sustenance, eternal life. The one is not a 
metaphor for the other. Christ’s body and 
blood are in, with and under the grape 
and grain. When we harvest our garden 
we harvest God’s grace. When we feed 

Seedlings will sprout up 
With the blessing of the sun 
That leads to Harvest 
 
Rolling hills of wheat 
Late spring and again in fall 
Harvesting is twice 
	

It is time to reap 
Yellow, brown, black and white seeds 
Ripe for the Harvest 
 
Tomatoes and squash 
Greens and peppers, pears and plums 
Grown for God's people 
	

Joanne Schwartz 
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This article was originally written for 
and published in Prism to celebrate 
the work and achievement of the PLU 
Division of Humanities, as well as to 
promote continuing education among 
our colleagues and constituents. 
 

“I’ve never been here before,” a 
student told me in June 2014 as my 
Christian Ethics class walked to the 
community garden at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. I asked what she meant — the 
garden or the church? Both, it turned 
out. Indeed, she had never set foot in a 
garden in her life, and while she’d 
walked by the church across the street 
from campus a number of times, she’d 
never been inside or on the grounds. 
 

This experience and many others like 
it have convinced me that students 
benefit from an experience of the 
place where most of them live and all 
of them learn. So, I’m working to 
engage our Parkland neighborhood in 
my Christian Ethics course. 
 

Christian ethics has always been about 
neighbors. On the first day of the 
class, we read the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan. It begins when Jesus 
instructs a questioner to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” and the 
questioner responds with a follow-up: 
“Who is my neighbor?” In response,	

Jesus tells a story. As we talk about 
that story, students always notice that 
it does not contain a direct 
answer. There’s no clear lesson here 
about who the neighbor actually is. 
 

This helps to frame the rest of the 
course: Christians have agreed for 
2,000 years that it is important to love 
the neighbor, but have had widely 
different views about who that is and 
what it means to love them. I want 
students thinking critically about those 
questions, encountering the diversity 
and challenge of Christian ethics. 
	

I’ve only recently started to 
emphasize that whatever “neighbor” 
means, it must be connected to a 
neighborhood. We have to wrestle 
with the concrete complexity of our 
neighbors right here and now. I’m 
lucky to have lots of help in making 
this connection, and my classes 
benefit from the expertise of PLU’s 
Center for Community Engagement, 
the Sustainability Office, and the 
committed members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. They are teaching 
my students and me about our 
neighborhood and showing us how to 
study ethics while working alongside 
our neighbors — pulling weeds, 
digging holes, washing dishes. 
	

The class is still fundamentally about 
critical thinking: we struggle with 
hard questions of Christian morality 
and the diversity of possible 
answers. But now when we discuss 
the complexity of Christian economic 
ethics, we relate it to the 
socioeconomic realities around 
us. When we discuss the difference 
between charity for the poor and 
empowering people to overcome 
poverty, we relate it to the work of a 
local food bank. When we talk about 
stewardship of the earth, we don’t just 
ask abstract questions — are 
nonhuman animals our neighbors? — 
we also see what some local 
Christians are doing to tend their soil. 
 

I have always hoped that my students 
leave a course in Christian ethics less 
sure than they arrived about what it 
might mean to “love your neighbor.” 
Now, I also hope that they leave more 
prepared to be part of their 
neighborhoods. It worked for the 
student I mentioned above. After an 
hour pulling weeds, she told me, “I’m 
coming back.”  I asked whether she 
meant to garden work or the church. 
She replied: “both!”                                 	
 

 
Kevin O’Brien 

	


