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Trinity History 

by Bill Habermann 

 

Well, “It’s official” might not be the actual words spoken among the members of 
Trinity those 100 years ago.   Yet, on August 25, 1919, Articles of Incorporation were 
signed, sealed and delivered, giving Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of 
Parkland, Washington, a “cast in stone” status. 

 

God’s work in Parkland began even earlier than 1919. The early beginnings of Pacific 
Lutheran University date back to 1890, founded by Norwegian Lutheran pioneers and 
officially dedicated in 1894.  Some name changes during the years were Pacific  
Lutheran Academy and Business College, then Pacific Lutheran College and in 1960 
became Pacific Lutheran University.  Parkland Evangelical Lutheran Church formed in 
1894, (the church now located just east of Trinity at 123rd and Pacific Avenue), and 
PLU had some of the same “founding fathers” as Trinity. 

 

Records show that on August 5, 1919 there were 12 men who signed the  
Incorporation Document which was made official by the congregation on the 25th of 
that month. The word “men” in bold shows a bit of early Lutheran ways.  Only men 
(who were confirmed and of a legal voting age) were allowed to vote and hold  
official church offices. It was in the year 1919 that women were granted the right to 
vote, as citizens of the United States, but as citizens of God’s “Country”, that voting 
right had to wait for quite a time. That could be another story! 

 

Ten years ago, Trinity held a triple celebration of anniversaries during a worship  
service “50/90/40   A Legacy of Hope”. The new church building was 50 years old, 
the congregation was officially 90 years old and the pipe organ was 40 years old. 

 

We are soon to be at the 60/100/50 year of anniversaries. In September of 2019 we 
will celebrate the 100 years of blessings we have been given by our Lord.  Let’s also 
keep in mind the 60 years of worship space and 50 years of beauty and glory of  
music from the Schlicker organ.  As Trinity soon begins a second century, certainly 
God has richly blessed us in countless ways: as a church of the ELCA, as a  
congregation, as a community and as individuals. To God be the glory.  

Centennial Celebration  

We will be celebrating Trinity’s centennial year with a banquet on  
September 7 at PLU and with a centennial worship on September 8, 2019.   



Silent night, Holy night…. 

Holiday Fellowship 

by Cheryl Mays Comen 

One of the things that seems to have more and more become a strong yearning at 

Trinity is to be together. To visit, to eat together, to share stories of family and shared 

memories. Many of us cannot do all the things we used to do or participate in making 

things happen. But the chance to sit at table with our neighbors and friends, compar-

ing several samples of homemade soups at an Advent Soup Supper or bring a pie to 

share, conversing amongst a table about favorite flavors from childhood, or that our 

mothers made every year seems to be just the ticket.  

On Wednesday November 22
nd

 there was feasting at lunchtime in Thompson Hall. 

Turkey, all the trimmings and about 50 people smiling and visiting among the tables 

set the tone for a gratitude-filled holiday. That evening we worshiped in the  

Sanctuary, heard a message about reckless generosity and then sat together for at 

least an hour, sharing the early moments of the Thanksgiving we would disperse in 

many directions to celebrate with others.  Enjoying lace tablecloths. Delighting in pie,  

savoring the flavors with a touch of whipped cream or ice cream. Lingering. I think 

bolstering our spirits to fathom another holiday season in the grace and goodness of 

our God. Celebrating the community where that grace is present among us. 

December 2
nd

 ushered in Advent. Three soup suppers only, but each felt like a  

gathering of friends and a time to “sit up” and be served the flavors of many kitchens 

with stories and energetic courtesy by Tam Leitch and Marsha Evans. We got to see 

Darrell on those evenings, with his having recently joined us again. He, of all of us, 

may have been the most anxious to get back inside the walls of this church, and he 

did so on the first possible day he had the opportunity. Filled with thankfulness for 

our support while he was incarcerated, he excitedly reconnected with this church that 

has been a home of sorts for nearly ten years. The third Wednesday’s traditional 

bread pudding by Marsha must be mentioned! The beautiful aprons, matching but 

different each week created by Tam were also all the talk. Not outweighing the  

fellowship, but certainly making it even that much more special! 

                                                                                      
 

Cemetery Update 
In preparation for winter, Ron Klapperich,  
Eric Kuester, Harold Thomas, Gary Jose,  
Steve Ostrander and Hank Mays thinned out 
trees and overgrowth at the Trinity Cemetery.  
Considering the winter storms we’ve already 
had, this work was well timed! Thanks, guys! 

each will receive monetary gifts to buy flannel, cotton fabric and anything 

else needed for the kits. 

Family Renewal Shelter, housed in a home willed to Trinity, provides  

domestic violence victims and their children safe transitional housing for up 

to eighteen months. The case managers provide multiple services to help 

prepare them for independent, permanent housing.  

Faith Action Network (FAN) is an interfaith statewide partnership that  

advocates for the poor and vulnerable. When last did any of us “march” for 

a cause, write to a congressional representative, or protest in any way? We 

are grateful for FAN. 

The overriding guideline on gifting agreed to by the Bazaar Committee is to 

share all proceeds after expenses. Our expenses are minimal, mostly related 

to the kitchen/Bistro, but aided by generous support of soup and pie by a 

Trinity family. This year a total of $4,900 was donated to local, national and  

international causes.  

Thanks for supporting the Bazaar which in turn supports so many  

worthwhile agencies. Any questions can be directed to Joanne Schwartz.  



Bazaar Gifting  

by Joanne Schwartz 

It has come to the attention of the Bazaar Committee and the Board of the  

Trinity Lutheran Church Women, that an explanation would be helpful for 

some of the recipients of gifts from the Bazaar proceeds. Here is a “bio” of 

seven. 

Peace Lutheran Center is an outreach of Peace Lutheran Church in the 

Hilltop community of Tacoma. One of their very successful and ongoing  

programs is mentoring young people, keeping them in school, and supporting 

them in and through college.  

New Beginnings, located in Puyallup, supports pregnant women, birth  

mothers, and single parent mothers in a Christian environment. Young women 

live in a home, each has a mentor who guides them in decision making, and 

all are either in school or are employed.  

Phebe, a project of the Women of the ELCA, has completed solar panel  

installation in one hospital in Liberia (no more power outage during surgery!) 

and is now promoting “Current for Curran”, also in Liberia. The initial project 

was the idea of two women from Minnesota and acted on the need for  

consistent electrical power. Cheers! 

Children’s Haven, Mexico, has long had a special place in the hearts of TLC 

members, several having travelled to Reynosa providing hands-on support.  

The Haven provides care to over 50 children ranging in age from toddler to 

college age. They are not true orphans, but rather have been abandoned,  

experienced extreme poverty, or are victims of physical, emotional or sexual 

abuse. The children live in homes on the property with Mexican couples who 

are their house parents. The children attend school on the property, and in 

2008, a Christian Elementary School was founded which provides education to 

children of the surrounding community as well. 

Days for Girls accomplishes two main things: provides safe, beautiful,  

washable and long-lasting kits to be used during menstrual cycles so the girls 

can stay in school!  Products that are bountiful in our stores simply don’t  

exist in many countries. Two churches in Tacoma that have active “Days for 

Girls” programs are St. Andrew Episcopal and Little Church on the Prairie and 

Christmas Eve came on a 

beautiful night, with no rain, 

no wind, no reason at all for 

most of us to avoid driving to 

the church. From the moment 

I arrived at about 6:35 for the 

7:00 Candlelight, Communion 

and Carols Service, I felt a 

bustling coming from every 

direction out in front of the 

sanctuary!  It felt (dare I say) 

like old times. Really, it felt 

like Christmas Eves used to 

feel when I was a kid. When 

everyone did not arrive in the 

last five minutes of time or 

later. When we knew we had 

to hurry to get our pew and 

that we’d need to save seats 

for our “extra” family!  

 

Anita Christian 1/1 
Darwin Buckentin 1/3 
Kurt Scearce 1/4 
Jennifer Kyllo 1/7 
Sally Cowan 1/10 
Marsha Evans 1/12 
Cathy Schroeder 1/12 
Kay Buckentin 1/15 

January Birthdays  

Christmas Eve 

at Trinity 

What a night this Christmas Eve  was! Singing just the right number of carols, all of 

them familiar, and a baptism of Mike and Heather Simmons’ fourth child, Miriam Rose, 

to boot! Over 300 people got to experience Christmas Eve worship inside our walls 

that evening! Lighting the candles together in the darkness and cherishing the warmth 

and light surrounding us all. All of us imperfect, Pastor Gaustad’s message reassured 

us that  the small stable becomes wide enough to encompass the world, and there’s 

plenty of room at the manger for all of us! Hallelujah! 

Donna Arbaugh 1/18 
Mary Felkins 1/19 
Joan Taylor 1/20 
Sarah Ehlers 1/22 
Ira Leegard 1/23 
Mary Mietzke 1/24 
Philip McElliott 1/27 



 ELCA Good Gifts  
by Juanita Stalwick 

 

Thank you so much for supporting the ELCA 
Good Gifts Giving Tree throughout Advent.  
Sales were brisk and many people will benefit 
from your generosity.   We were able to send 
in $2,720.00 to ELCA and thanks to an  
available matching grant, that comes to a 
whopping $5,440.00!  What an amazing gift to 
the world! 

 

The majority of gifts were in support of God’s Global Barnyard Animals, but there was 
a lot of support for humanitarian needs also. 

 

Thank you, generous people of Trinity, for supporting this worthwhile cause.   Several 
of you made your transactions on-line and we thank you also. 
 

If you missed out on this opportunity, you can find ELCA Good Gifts Catalog  
on-line and honor friends and loved ones with gifts that make a difference in the 
world. Just think, giving 10 little chicks can help a family escape poverty! 

 

 

1919 

Here are a few trivia items from 1919, the year Trinity officially came into  
being:   

 Oregon was the first state to tax gasoline (1 cent a gallon)  

 Einstein used the full eclipse of the sun to prove Newton was wrong about space   

 Then there was a type of salami that got its name: “pepperoni”    

 Another new word came into being: “copacetic”, a word that today’s youth may 
not even know… it was used in a 1918 Lincoln biography.   

 U.S. wage was 22 cents an hour, a quart of milk was 9 cents, and a steak 22 
cents a pound.   

 Notice that life expectancy for women was 50.6 years while men got 53.5 years. 

Coming Events 

 Office Closed, MLK Holiday: Jan 21 

 Trinity Quilters: Jan 21, 28, Feb 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Trinity Café Prep: Jan 21, 28, Feb 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Men Of Trinity Bible Study: Jan 21, Feb 4, 18 

 Nurse Is In: Jan 22, 29, Feb 5, 12, 19, 26 

 Food Pantry Open: Jan 22, 25, 27, 29, Feb 1, 3, 5, 8, 12, 15, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26 

 Canning: Jan 22, Feb 12, 26 

 Stitchery: Jan 23, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Exercise For Life: Jan 23, 25, 28, 30, Feb 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 15, 20, 22, 25, 27 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: Jan 23, 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Cantate Choir Rehearsal: Jan 23, 30,  Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Toastmasters: Jan 24, 31, Feb 14, 28 

 Senior Meal: Jan 25, 28, 30,  Feb 1, 4, 8, 11, 15, 22, 25 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Jan 25, Feb 8, 22 

 FA Recovery Group: Jan 26, Feb 2, 9, 16, 23 

 Catechesis: Jan 27, Feb 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA): Jan 27, Feb 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Annual Congregational Budget Meeting: January 27 at 12:30 pm 

 CONNECT: Jan 27, Feb 3, 10, 20, 27 

 Prayers For Healing: Jan 27, Feb 10, 24 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing Group: Feb 3 

 Rally For Life: Feb 4 

 Safe Streets/Parkland Neighborhood: Feb 5 

 Al-Anon: Feb 5, 12, 19, 26 

 Senior Foot Care: Feb 12 

 Esther Circle: Feb 12 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW): Feb 14 

 Accordion Social: Feb 14 

 Presidents’ Day (Office Closed): Feb 18 

 Girl Scout Cookie Delivery: Feb 18 

 Volunteer Corps: Feb 19 

 Mary-Martha & Rachel Circle: Feb 19 

 Emergency Food Network (EFN) Delivery: Feb 20 

 Miriam Circle: Feb 21 

 
 

Centennial Emphasis 

Items and pictures of historical interest will be on display in the narthex soon.   
If you have an item of Trinity Lutheran Church history and would be willing to 
have it displayed, please talk to Cheryl in the church office. All items will be  
returned.  Thanks. 


