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History of Trinity by Bill Habermann 

In this second Centennial Messenger we will continue with the first decade of the 
history of Trinity. The “Gray Church” — Trinity’s home for 22 years — was built  
starting in 1907-08 with the dedication of the building on July 10, 1910, and had a 
construction cost of $16,000. At that time the building was really the home of  
Parkland Lutheran Church, now at 123rd St and Pacific Avenue. By a somewhat sad 
set of circumstances Trinity came into ownership of the building — a default in  
payment of the mortgage. 

 

Plans were put into place to hold Trinity’s service in the “Gray Church” on  

Easter Sunday of 1935, BUT — and how no one took previous notice — there were 
no pews in the church! Why? The 75th Anniversary commemorative book gives the 
following explanation (page 11): 

According to the council minutes of 9/1/1935 Trinity’s trustees agreed to let 
Parkland Church have “sixty-two pews, six tables, piano, altar picture and 
woodbox.” How did the no-seating problem get solved?  

“The men scurried around to remedy the situation. They got old seats from a 
local theater, painted them and finished installing them in the church close to 
midnight the Saturday before Easter Sunday. Services were held the next 
morning as planned, and the congregation had seats.” 

 

The 75th book gives very detailed information about Trinity from 1893 until 1994. For 
example, worship services were held in Pacific Lutheran College’s “Old Main”, the 
PLC gym, a chapel built on the campus, the gray church and our present sanctuary. 

 

Trinity’s first “official” pastor was the Rev. H. H. Holte from June 1919 until  
September of 1921. He was also the manager of the Parkland Children’s Home  
before, during and after serving Trinity. Our next called pastor was Rev. Carl D. 
Foss. He served from September 1921 to October 1923, when he took a call to  
Bethel. During his time here he also taught at PLC. The third pastor of our first  

decade was Rev. Trygve Svare — from September 7, 1924 to May 11, 1941 when he 
became “Service Pastor” at the Lutheran Service Center in Bremerton.    

 

Trinity’s confirmation class of 1919 numbered nine and their names are listed in Ap-
pendix K of the 75th book., as are the numbers and names of all the classes through 
1994. The largest class was in 1968 with “50 youths and 15 adults.” That year there 
were confirmations on six different dates! There were several years with only 1 con-
firmand and a few years with no confirmation class. 

 

 



On the secular side — 1919 saw Harold Hamgravey come into the limelight. He was 
the boyfriend of Olive Oil (of the Popeye era). That year you also could buy an  
electric car — the ad for which is currently displayed in the narthex. A&W Root Beer 
came to the “soda fountains” and in bottles — yum! The dial telephone (although  
invented years earlier) was put into use in large cities like New York and Chicago. 
There is one on display in the narthex in a glass case, which also contains the very 
top “decoration” from the gray church steeple. The story of how it got saved is also 
in the case.  

 

The GAR (Grand Army of the Republic) made up of veterans of the Civil War held its 
53rd encampment reunion. Does anyone know the names of any Trinity members 
who served in that war? It’s probably safe to say there were also Trinity members 
who fought in WW I — anyone know those names?  

 

1919 saw the introduction of “mercurochrome” antiseptic which was declared unsafe 
because, as the name implies, it contained mercury which caused brain damage. 

 

Prices of common goods seem small by today’s dollar value — eggs were 34¢ a  
dozen, milk 9¢ a quart, bread 7¢ a loaf  and steak was but 26¢ a pound. Keep in 
mind that back then a good salary was about $26.00 a week! 

A Bit About the Centennial Year Budget 

 

On January 27 of our brand new year a good representation of Trinity’s congregation 
passed the 2019 budget (or Income and Spending Guidelines, if you prefer to call it 
that.)  On January 13th there was a Budget Hearing between the two worship  
services in the Fireside Room. The official count at that hearing was 35 participants. 
It was the largest number of members at any budget hearing I had ever been a part 
of! Not only well attended, but contributed to in a very engaged and interested way 
with varied comments, questions and suggestions.  

 

One topic that was discussed is to include ‘Centennial Giving’ and ‘Centennial Gifts to 

our Community’ which are new lines especially added to our budget for just this one 
year. The idea is that there may be some of us as well as folks who have a sort of 
perennial tie to Trinity who may want to commemorate its centennial with a special 
gift or gifts over the course of the year. At least 50% of those gifts will be given to 
areas of need or to make improvements in our local community. Might we underscore 
our hundred year tradition of ministry and service to others by purposeful donations 
to Trinity to emphasize being Gospel in that way in our place and time? 

 

(Continued on the next page) 



As many of you know from reading the ‘Weekly Snapshot’ in our insert each Sunday, 
2018 was a year of some financial trepidation during summer months particularly.  
Would we have enough for expenses? What could we do? What all of us need to 
know is that there are saints among us who sensed or heard or picked up on the fact 
that at times our bank account was a little bit short. And so special giving really  
became a big thing throughout the year: for the dishwasher that was so incredibly 
needed and a huge blessing to every event we put on in Thompson Hall; for the 
beautiful cement terrace out in front of the sanctuary; for just being able to make 
our payrolls and pay the employee benefits each month, consistent expenses during 
inconsistent income months; the special, extra, over and above gifts that came in 
from our incredible members, friends and participants in Trinity’s community of great 
and generous faith! 

 

Because of the interest we all likely share in the great things we can do with the gifts 
God has for nearly a century bestowed upon this church, there is an idea brewing 
that we should invite any and all of the inquisitive to a quarterly conversation  
featuring a look at “how we are currently keeping up with our budget”. PLEASE, let 
us know if this is a subject you would be interested in and any ideas you have on 
how it should be facilitated. Would an hour between services be the best? A meal 
and talk on a Sunday afternoon? Ideas and suggestions are welcome; any council  
member, staff member, the pastor, the treasurer—find any one of these and share 
your thoughts. 

 

Everyone must be sure to pick up a copy of the annual report containing the full 
budget and a simple narrative regarding how it is allocated. This will prepare you to 
be a part of discussions and  plans for this very exciting year commemorating  
Trinity’s Centennial. Don’t miss out on a thing! 

Oh...and be Gospel! 

New dishwasher in Thompson 

Hall Kitchen 

The installation of the new entrance courtyard. 



 

February Birthdays  

“Blast Off!” at Vacation Bible School 

Too soon to be thinking of VBS? Too soon to be getting a 

VBS team together? Too soon to be planning? Not if you 

are going “To Mars and Beyond”. Mark your calendar for 

July 22-26 for Vacation bible School. Our theme this year 

is ”To Mars and Beyond!” We will be learning to go  

beyond with faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness and 

hope. We will learn how God walked with heroes of the 

Bible and how God walks with us too. 

Please invite your family’s, friends’, and neighbors’ children who are of the ages 

3 (must be potty-trained) through ending 5th grade.  

Contact Lynn Cooper or Mary Mietzke if you would like to help in some capacity. 

WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS DURING FEBRUARY 1919 

“Welcome Home, Hero” 

cover of the Saturday 

Evening Post  

February 22, 1919 

1 Lavonne Carr  

2 William A. Ehlers  

4 Sig Larson  

5 Doreen Lindbo  

6 Albert Ehlers  

6 Andrew Ehlers  

6 Russ Floyd  

8 Bernice McCabe  

8 Ruth Olsen  

9 Donna Lederman  

9 Susan Wise  

11 Robbie Habermann  
12 Michael Chipman  

14 Maria Larson  

15 Don Dees  

16 Jean Knight  

20 Karl Myking  

21 Rev. Rick Swenson  
22 Robert Judge  

23 Rev. Don Fossum  

26 Jeanne Ehlers  

27 Philip Edlund  
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Coming Events 

 Food Pantry Open: Feb 8, 12, 15, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26 

 Exercise For Life: Feb 8, 11, 13, 15, 20, 22, 25, 27 

 Senior Meal: Feb 8, 11, 15, 22, 25 

 FA Recovery Group: Feb 9, 16, 23 

 Catechesis: Feb 10, 17, 24 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA): Feb 10, 17, 24 

 Trinity Quilters: Feb 11, 18, 25 

 Trinity Café Prep: Feb 11, 18, 25 

 Senior Foot Care: Feb 12 

 Nurse Is In: Feb 12, 19, 26 

 Canning: Feb 12, 26 

 Al-Anon: Feb 12, 19, 26 

 Safe Streets/Parkland Neighborhood: Feb 12 

 Stitchery: Feb 13, 20, 27 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: Feb 13, 20, 27 

 Cantate Choir Rehearsal:  Feb 13, 20, 27 

 Toastmasters: Feb 14, 28 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW): Feb 14 

 Accordion Social: Feb 14 

 CONNECT: Feb 17, 24 

 Presidents’ Day (Office Closed): Feb 18 

 Girl Scout Cookie Delivery: Feb 18 

 Men Of Trinity Bible Study: Feb 18 

 Volunteer Corps: Feb 19 

 Mary-Martha & Rachel Circle: Feb 19 

 Esther Circle: Feb 19 

 Emergency Food Network (EFN) Delivery: Feb 20 

 Miriam Circle: Feb 21 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Feb 22 

 Prayers For Healing: Feb 24 

 
 
 

 

“The Delineator”  

magazine cover 

“no more high waistlines” 

February 1919 

Centennial Emphasis 

Items and pictures of historical interest 
are on display in the narthex.   

 

If you have an item of Trinity Lutheran 
Church history and would be willing to 
have it displayed, please talk to Cheryl 
in the church office. All items will be  
returned. Thanks. 



Trinity’s 2019 Church Council Installed Sunday, February 3 

 

 

 

 

 

      Joan Taylor       Rich Neighbarger           Paul Philip  
       (President)       (Vice President)          (Secretary) 
     

 

 

 

 

 

     Albert Lee     Bill Habermann   Dick Myking      Francis Mwine      Jim McEnery 

 

 

 

   

     

    Jo Jellen              Joan Webb          Pat Ness            Pr. Jeff Gaustad 

We thank these members for their willingness to serve the Trinity Congregation 

and pray for them as they take on the responsibilities now incumbent upon them. 

Installation of 2019 Trinity Church Council 



Centennial Celebration Ideas 

The centennial celebration banquet will be on Saturday, September 7, 2019 at PLU 
with a centennial celebration worship at 10:00 am Trinity on Sunday,  
September 8.  There will be a celebration meal for everyone on Sunday,  
September 8.   More information about the Sunday celebration meal will come later.   
The Saturday banquet tickets will be on sale starting in June.   

Here are some ideas for celebrations… What would YOU like to see happen?    

Engage sister churches 

Invite the choir to sing century-old hymns 

Tell about important historical events during the 100 years 

Obtain oral interviews of many who are long-time members of Trinity 

Run a series of centennial moments for the local newspaper 

Make use of the electronic reader board for news and history facts 

Have an essay contest 

Publish a cookbook 

Have monthly pot luck gatherings and conversations 

Plant 100 trees (or flowers!) 

Highlight families who have had generations of Trinity members 

Style show of clothes (or wedding gowns) from the past 100 years 

Honor 100 volunteers 

Make a centennial quilt 

Have a beard-growing contest 

Bake a giant birthday cake 

Hold a 100-hours service marathon 

Honor couples who have been married at least 50 years 

And many other ideas you may have…..Contact Carol Fossum to give your  
input. 

“A Word From the Word”  I John 4:7-11: 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God.   Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.   God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, 
since God loves us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 
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