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History of Trinity by Bill Habermann 

In this third Messenger article I thought to focus on things that come to mind here at 

Trinity that begin with the letter ”T” - which of course brings us TRINITY, the name of 

our congregation. Many of you may know that if you search the Bible from Genesis 1:1 

to the period in Revelation nowhere to be found is the word “trinity.” On the other hand, 

the concept of our triune God is mentioned clearly some 20 times! There are also some 

41,140+ words in the Oxford dictionary that begin with “T” and, in sermons, we often 

hear about Christians giving of their time, treasures and talents. Other “T” words that 

come into congregations are: trials, testings and troubles. Today we have many  

translations of the Bible that we can use and we each may have our favorite. I wonder 

how many of us would prefer the Norwegian version? 

My grandfather was certain that the Holy Ghost (and God) spoke only in German—you 

can guess that grandpa was German. He was quite upset when his and my home  

congregation voted to drop German-language services. Well, here in Parkland a similar 

situation—at Trinity—became a trial or test that had to be met. 

In the January 22, 2017 “Weekly News” bulletin insert it was noted that the Rev.  

Theodore Gulhaugen’s widow Norene had died on Jan. 11th. Pastor Gulhaugen was the 

last pastor to hold Norwegian-language services here at Trinity. The first sermon in  

English was given on June 29, 1919 by Pastor Holt— three weeks later Pastor C.J. Olson 

preached his first sermon in Norwegian. The problem of which language to use was 

“emotionally charged” — and in 1919 fourteen services were preached in English and 

thirteen in Norwegian. It was not until 1923 that there were English services every  

Sunday. This early “test” is very interestingly explained on pages 7 & 8 of the 75th  

Anniversary book. 

Then we come to the “T” for “Treasure.” The depression era hit America hard — many 

lost homes, their bank savings and jobs. Trinity was also caught up in those hard times 

but the Lord kept His hand of blessing on the congregation. In 1929 the congregation 

adopted a pledging system for the following year AND “A financial report was published 

listing the names of contributors and the amounts given by each.” “The pastor paid  

visits to all church members who were not contributing regularly to the budget.” In spite 

of hard times, on one Sunday in 1932, during the middle of the Great Depression, a 

mission offering of $447.00 was given — God’s loving hand holding up Trinity and, early 

on, the  congregation was “being Gospel”.            (Continued on the next page.) 

 “Let us consider to provoke one another to love and good deeds.” 

           Hebrews 10:24  



(Continued from the first page.) 

Time and Talents are two more “T’s” here at Trinity. There is probably no way of  

calculating the number of hours Trinity members, over the century, have given. Even a 

list of “hows” (Is there such a word?) would be long: ushering, painting, gardening, 

food distribution, quilting, repairing, choirs, musicians, meeting, typing, printing and on 

infinitum. So, also, are the infinite blessings God showers on each of us all the moments 

of our lives. 

Another sharing of treasures from the depression era is visible to us each Sunday as we 

worship — the Thorvaldsen’s Christ statue — on the northwest wall of the chancel. In 

1926 “The Little Girls’ Sewing Club” members paid dues of five cents each month — I 

wonder how hard it was for them to come by that nickel — but eventually enough was 

gathered to purchase that statue. If you look at it closely you will see that Jesus  

suffered a broken thumb along the passage of time, probably during a move. I wonder 

what the cost of the statue was “back then” and what the value/cost of such a work of 

art would be today. (E-bay has a few for sale in the $300-500 range.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few words about the “original” Thorvaldsen statue. It is 10.5 feet in height, carved 

out of white marble and completed in 1838. The original is now in the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church of Our Lady in Copenhagen, Denmark. One of his most popular works, 

the first appearance of the statue in America was in a book where it was regarded as 

the “most perfect and moving statue of Christ’s image in the world.” The original, of 

course is not painted in life-like colors as are most smaller copies found in churches. 

The LDS church had a full-size copy in their display for the New York World’s Fair of 

1965, with the intent to show that were a Christian church. Thorvaldsen was born in 

Copenhagen into a Danish/Icelandic family. His birth name was Ebros Bertel  

Thorvaldsen and he lived to be 73. At age 11 he was accepted to the Royal Academy of 

Art. He died March 24, 1844. Another unusual note: he is the only non-Catholic to have 

a tomb monument (Pope Pius VII) in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Enough for this month, except to say “Thanks” to Pat for re-typing my scratch copy in 

perfect form for the Messenger! 



2019 Midweek Lenten Series  

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY  

 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians begins with a powerful statement about the mystery  

of God, whereby God through sheer grace is gathering all things and all people  
into unity in Jesus Christ, with the dividing wall of hostility broken down in 

Christ’s death and resurrection. Then later, Paul insists that living a life anchored 
in faith is foremost about living in unity. 

 

“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body 

and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all 

and through all and in all.”   
Ephesians 4:1-6 

 

Wednesdays in Lent the people of Trinity will gather in worship to attend to the  
seven signs of unity that are present in our very midst by God’s continually  
reconciling gift: one body; one Spirit; one hope; one Lord; one faith; one baptism; 
one God permeating and uniting all and yet above all.   

 

On Wednesdays in Lent there will be two opportunities to explore these signs of 
unity in worship.   

The first worship will be held in the Fireside Room beginning at 12:45 pm.   
The second worship will be held in Thompson Hall beginning at 6:45 pm.  
The noon hour worship will be preceded by a meal (Trinity Cafe) at noon.   
The evening worship will be preceded by a soup and bread supper beginning  
     at 5:30 pm. 



The Center for Food Preservation Arts’ last newsletter  

featured the following article about Trinity and our  

Feeding Ministry.  

Congratulations to members Wanda Wentworth and 

Kathryn Wright on the recognition they received. 

The article is reprinted below: 

 

WHERE IT ALL STARTED: Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Preservin’ for the Hungry is our flagship program and, in many ways, was the  
program that gave birth to our work. It all began way back in 2013 with a small grant 
and Trinity Lutheran Church in Parkland. 
 

Some people find the term “feeding ministry” intimidating. But at Trinity it is an  
outward and visible sign of their commitment to be in the community, not just of it;  
a way to live with faith, not just talk about it. No strings. We spoke with the folks at  
Trinity about their program. 
 

“The current format for the Feeding Ministry program at Trinity evolved approximately 
ten years ago when people from different ministry areas merged to address food  
insecurity in the local community.” said Wanda Wentworth, a staple of Preservin’s 
work at Trinity. “There are approximately 28 volunteers involved in various roles and 
tasks … direct work with clients at the pantry, packaging, delivery of food products, 
developing and tending the gardens, organizational support, data and research,  
community outreach. It is an all volunteer program!” 
 

Kathryn Wright, a Trinity volunteer, shared her views from the experience. “I became 
involved with the Feeding Ministry because of our Monthly Meals we used to make. 
Many willing hands were needed for that.” She expressed that CFPA’s work seemed a 
natural fit or where Trinity was already focused, and for her personally … it instilled in 
me the idea that anyone can CAN if you have a mind to do that. It encouraged me to 
try. It also has been a source of additional foodstuff that we have available for our  
Pantry. Customers.” 
 

That benefit, something healthy and with a handmade flair, has generated many  
positive responses and stories from those receiving the products: 
 

“Love the applesauce and it is healthy for me as I am diabetic.” 
“The homemade jam is over the top. My grandma used to make jam!” 

 

In 2019 Trinity will be targeting other organizations in the Parkland area to participate 
in CGPA programs. This effort is an important piece of their annual outreach plan. 
“The community needs these skills and developing the skills creates community!”  
added Wanda. 
 

The Trinity Feeding Ministry receives support from the church budget, Emergency 
Food Network, local farm donations, and fundraisers. 
 

Thank you, Wanda and Kathryn, for your continued service to the community, and for 
sharing your stories with us. 



Trinity ran a bus route to pick up children for Sunday School.  

Do you recognize anyone? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1940’s era Directory of Trinity members with a listing of officers and organizations 

Original size was 3” x 5.5”  

Canning has been a long tradition at Trinity Lutheran. During the Great  
Depression, the women of Trinity canned food for the students at Pacific  
Lutheran College. This is another of the great stories of the relationship  
between Trinity and PLU. From Trinity’s beginnings and being allowed to use 
the facilities for worship through to today: two of the most recent cooperative 
efforts are the many PLU students who volunteer in Trinity’s Food Pantry and 
grow food to donate; the other is the CONNECT program connecting PLU  
students with area high school youth, meeting at Trinity each Sunday during 
the school term. 



WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS DURING 1930-1945 

Shanty towns of homeless were called 

“Hooverville”. 

The Dust Bowl destroyed 

many farms & homesteads 

Families became migrants in order 

to find work and in hopes of finding 

a new life. 



VJ Day in New York City 

Hitler assumes power in 

Germany 

Soldiers off to war 

Mount Suribachi  

Iwo Jima 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Quilters in 1976: (Pictured left to right) Christine Olson, Erma Ramstad, 

Agnes Shafland, Adelaide Fynboe, Marie Mykland, Esther Davis, Nellie Hedlund, 

Marie Fuhr, Agnes Suen, Helen Nicholson 

Trinity Quilters through the years 

Pictured left to right — back row: Lynette Cubbage, Carol Fossum, Anita Going, 

Ruth Peterson, Juanita Stalwick, Joanne Schwartz. Front row: Elma Rediske, 

Eva Hagen, Lillian Buchanan. 

 



Pictured L-R:  

Juanita Stalwick, 
Lynette Cubbage,  
Joanne Schwartz,  
Anita Going,  
Carol Fossum,  
Elma Rediske,  
Genevieve Barnes 



                         “Trinity Tweets” 
 
 

For that nearby neighbor who needs you now — #Be Gospel 
 

Christ’s vision for us is a vision of gospel with skin on it — our skin, and I’ve 
seen agape at work in and among and through you. #Be Gospel 
 
Beloved, you have been made by God with a high and noble purpose. You are 
made to #Be Gospel — Good News for the world. And so you are … and so 
you are. Amen. 
 

Be who and what you were always meant to be: light and hope, courage and 
confidence, bringing Christ’s welcome and hospitality to all who are afraid.  
#Be Gospel 
 

Beloved, you are created to be, meant to be and so you are — gospel, Christ’s 
love alive here and now. # Be Gospel 

Valentine Cards 
 

February 14th was supposed to be a regular meeting of Trinity Lutheran Church 
Women.  The “program” was an activity of making valentine cards to send out 
to various members and friends of Trinity Lutheran Church. Well, we all know 
that the extreme snowfall caused that meeting to be cancelled and  
postponed….  It was rescheduled to February 21.    
 

So, on February 21st, a very small group of dedicated, fun loving ladies did 
meet… and almost 30 valentine cards were made.  They decided that people 
could enjoy receiving valentine cards any time of the year!  

March Birthdays  

2  Dorothy Tobiason 

3  JJ McCament 

4  Robert Perrine 

8  Gary Meier 

9  Matthew Ostrander 

11  Adam Knight 

12  Kristine Lofton 

12  Joanne Tate 

13  Allen Sensel 

15  Luke Brocker 

16  Cory Mays 

25  Alice Govig 

25  Sara Kreamer 

26  Jacques Boers-Gein 

26  Steven Kiesow 

26  Salvador Mendez 

27  Janet Bacon 

27  Karen Herde 

27  Jacob Lofton 

27  Kaitlyn Parr 

27  Molly Stenerson 

29  Betsy Henderson 

16  Jean Setbacken 

17  Karen Bell-Hanson 

17  Pat Keller 

18  LaWanna Ahrendt 

18  Joshua Winters 

19  Janet Barnes 

19  Zachery Lake 

20  Chris Christiansen 

20  Joshua Rasmus 

23  Kyle Comen 

24  Jonathan Jerke 

24  Sherry Sinclair 
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Coming events … 
 

 Exercise For Life: Mar 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 
15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, 29 

 Food Pantry Open: Mar 1, 3, 5, 8, 10, 
12, 15, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 29, 31 

 Senior Meal: Mar 1, 4, 8,11,15,18, 22, 
25, 29 

 FA Recovery Group: Mar 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 

 Carroll Kastelle Memorial: Mar 2 

 Catechesis: Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 CONNECT: Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing 
Group: Mar 3 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA):  
Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 Trinity Quilters: Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Trinity Café Prep: Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Relay for Life: Mar 4 

 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study:  
Mar 4, 18 

 Nurse Is In: Mar 5, 12, 19, 26 

 Volunteer Corps: Mar 5, 19 

 Shrove Tuesday MOT Pancake Supper: 
Mar 5 

 Ash Wednesday Services:  
Mar 6 at 12:45 & 7 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women TLCW) 
Speaker on Human Trafficking: Mar 7 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Mar 8, 22 

 Interfaith Women’s Conference: Mar 9 

 Daylight Savings Time begins: Mar 10 

 Prayers For Healing: Mar 10, 24 

 Preservin’ Pierce Canning: Mar 12, 26  

 Al-Anon: Mar 5, 12, 19, 26 

 Stitchery: Mar 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: Mar 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Cantate Choir Rehearsal: Mar 6, 13, 20, 
27 

 Toastmasters: Mar 14, 28 

 Senior Foot Care: Mar 12 

 PLU Knutson Lecture - Black Bodies and 
the Justice of God: Mar 12  

 Cookies, Coffee & Conversation: Mar 13 

 Lenten Soup Supper and Worship:  
Mar 13, 20, 27, Apr 3, 10 

 Accordion Social: Mar 14 

 TLCW Celebrating Quilts Set-Up: Mar 15 

 MOT Cemetery Clean-Up: Mar 16 

 TLCW Celebrate Quilts!: Mar 16 

 Esther Circle: Mar 19 

 Mary-Martha & Rachel Circle: Mar 19 

 Emergency Food Network (EFN)  
Delivery: Mar 20 

 Miriam Circle: Mar 21 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Mar 22 

 Palm Sunday: Apr 14 

 Good Friday: Apr 19 

 Easter: Apr 21 

 

Trinity Worship Services in March 2019 
 

 Sunday, March 3: Transfiguration of Our Lord (Last Sunday after Epiphany) 
 Wednesday, March 6: Ash Wednesday 
 Sunday, March 10: First Sunday in Lent 
 Wednesday, March 13: First Lenten Worship — 12:45 after Trinity Café;  

      6:45 after Soup Supper 
 Sunday, March 17: Second Sunday in Lent 
 Wednesday, March 20: Second Lenten Worship — 12:45 after Trinity Café;  

      6:45 after Soup Supper 
 Sunday, March 24: Third Sunday in Lent 
 Wednesday, March 27: Third Lenten Worship — 12:45 after Trinity Café;  

      6:45 after Soup Supper 
 Sunday, March 31: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
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