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Trinity — A Century of Ringing! 

By Bill Habermann 

     “The aim and final reason for all music is nothing other than the 

glorification of God and the refreshment of the Spirit.”  - J. S. Bach  

     In this edition of the Trinity “history” there are three musical instruments to be high-

lighted. Bells will come first. At Trinity we hear two types of bell sounds: tower bells and 

hand bells. The church tower holds three cast iron bells that were saved from the Grey 

Church Steeple. Effort was made for “more than a year to devise a way to ring them—but 

alas, nothing was found reliable.”  Today they no longer ring, but the bell sound we hear 

coming from the tower emanates from a Schulmeric “campanile” electronic system, 

dedicated on April 14, 1963.  The electronic bells are actually bronze rods which are rung 

by small hammers and the sound is sent to speakers in the tower.  These bells ring out the 

hour as well as an additional call to worship in which the three bells sound 15 minutes prior 

to Sunday worship time. For hundreds of years church bells were the “messengers” for 

towns and cities in Europe and surrounding nations. Christians believed the ringing of 

church bells drove out demons and other unclean spirits. So why three bells (if the church 

could afford them)? The lower sounding bell was rung if a male member of the church 

died, the middle bell was rung if a woman died, and the highest bell rang if a child died. At 

the close of a funeral service the proper bell was rung in a tolling fashion, once for each 

year of the person’s age. For special occasions like weddings all three bells were rung, and 

to announce special national occasions like the end of a war all churches would ring their 

bells.  Churches also rang their bells 15 minutes before worship began to let folk know to 

get a move on and get to church on time. A bell was also tolled when the congregation 

recited the Lord’s Prayer, inviting those who were not in church to join in prayer. 

     Trinity also has a fine set of “hand bells”—49 in number, which are sounded for us at 

various times and on special occasions. The bells range in size from the very small G-6 (a 

high note) to the largest which sounds at a low G-3 tone. The bells are hand rung, some-

times with the ringer holding up to 4 at a time. When not in use they are kept in the choir 

room in the balcony (the bells, that is, not the people who ring them).  Also in the balcony 

is a small harpsichord. Harpsichords, a cousin of the modern piano, “pluck” tuned strings 

rather than strike them with hammers as is done in a piano. 

     There are two baby-grand pianos at Trinity, one in the Fireside Room and the other at 

the front of our sanctuary. This second piano is used for the early service, at times during 

the second service, and for concerts and with soloists. The chancel piano is the “Cadillac”  

 

 For now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time 

of singing has come, — Song of Solomon 2:11b-12a  



                         “Trinity Tweets” 
 
 

For every last one of us, there are things we’ve done or left undone whose 
discovery we fear. 

For every last one of us, there are things that we simply fear will make us 
unworthy. 

Peace. 
It’s all right. You are all right. 
Peace. Shalom. Amen. 

Trinity — A Century of Ringing! (cont’d) 

of pianos-made by Steinway. It was given to Trinity by Miss Marie Huth. Her father, Anton 

Huth, owner of the Heidelberg Brewery of Tacoma, had it custom-built for his daughter. 
In the “mid-fifties Miss Marie Huth made a gift to Trinity of this magnificent instrument.” 

Of interest here is the fact that Marie didn’t play piano (!) but she did keep it tuned and 

in perfect condition. She died in 1955 at the age of 62 and is buried in the Old Tacoma 

Cemetery in the Huth family plot, as is the rest of the Huth family. 

There is also a spinet piano in Thompson Hall. That instrument belonged to Dr. James 

Holloway, Professor of organ at PLU and organist at Trinity. 

The Trinity 75th Anniversary book has much  more about music, choirs, instruments and 

worship sounds here at Trinity. If you don’t have a copy there is one in the Trinity 

library. Much of the information in that book will probably be re-printed in the 100th 

Anniversary book. 

Martin Luther wrote, “When sadness comes to you and threatens to gain the upper 

hand, then say: Come, I must play for our Lord Christ a song on the organ for Scripture 

teaches me that he loves to hear joyful song and stringed instruments. And strike the 

keys with a will, and sing out until the thoughts disappear...If the devil returns and 

suggest cares or sad thoughts, then defend yourself with a will and say: Get out. Devil, 

I must now sing and play to my Lord Christ.” 

Many of you readers may not own a piano, organ or other instrument to make or play 

music as Luther suggests—but we all have a musical instrument, our voice which if not 

singing in church on Sundays or for special services we can use at home, in the car or 

even in the shower! The choirs of Trinity would also welcome you to join them and raise 

songs of worship during the worship services here. All this makes me wonder what 

music will be like when we become members of the heavenly choir. Sacred music is so 

soul nourishing here on earth; how glorious it will be in our heavenly home! I hope my 

“mansion” above comes with a pipe organ and yours with whatever instrument you 

want! 

Coming events � 
 

∗ Call Committee May 2 

∗ Childcare Spring Program May 3 

∗ Trinity Quilters: May 6, 13, 20, 27 

∗ Stewardship Committee: May 7 

∗ Facilities Management: May 8 

∗ Exercise For Life: May 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, 13, 
15, 17, 20, 22, 24, 27 Memorial Day 
Closed 29, 31 

∗ Senior Meal: May 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 
24 27 Memorial Day Closed, 31 

∗ Trinity Café Prep: May 6, 13, 20, 27 

∗ Men of Trinity SPAGHETTI DINNER: 
     May 9 5:30 PM ACCORDION MUSIC 7PM 

∗ Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study:  
May 13, 27 

∗ Relay for Life: May 6 

∗ Volunteer Corps: May 7, 21 

∗ Food Pantry Open: May 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 
14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, 28, 31 

∗ Nurse Is In: May 7, 14, 21, 28 

∗ Al-Anon: May 7, 14, 21, 28 

∗ Safe Streets: May 

∗ Lunch In Trinity Café: May 1, 8, 15, 22, 
29 

∗ Cantate Choir Rehearsal: May 1, 8, 15, 
22, 29  

∗ FA Recovery Group: May 4, 11, 18, 25 

∗ Catechesis: May 5, 12, 19, 26 

∗ CONNECT: May 5, 12  
      Then—out for the summer 

∗ Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing 
Group: May 5 

∗ Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA): 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 

∗ Trinity Quilters: May 6, 13, 20, 27 

∗ Preservin’ Pierce Canning: May 14, 28 

∗ Senior Foot Care: May 14 
∗ (Call 253-579-6000 for apt) 

∗ TLCW: May 2 

∗ Set up for Spring Fling May 10 
      2 pm-6 pm 

∗ SPRING FLING Luncheon/Vintage 
Fashion Show: May 11 

∗ PLU Community Engagement Event:  
May 7 

∗ Toastmasters: May 9, 23, 30 

∗ Accordion Social: May 9 
∗ (Providing music for Spaghetti Dinner) 

∗ Jessie McKenzie Ordination at St. Mary’s 
in Lakewood May 9 at 7 pm  

∗ Scrappy Ladies Quilting: May 10, 24 

∗ Finance Committee May 14 

∗ Prayers For Healing: May 12, 26 

∗ Personnel Committee: May 15 

∗ Cemetery Clean-up by Men of Trinity 
      May 18, 25 

∗ Esther Circle: May 21 (Ely Smith’s home) 

∗ Mary-Martha & Rachel Circle: May 21 

∗ Emergency Food Network (EFN)  
Delivery: May 15 

∗ Miriam Circle: May 16 

∗ Reading Club: May 23 

∗ MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE May 27 
      At the Cemetery 

Trinity Worship Services in May 2019 
 
Sundays 

∗ 9:00 am Worship: May 5, May 12, May 19, 
May 26  

∗ Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: May 5, 
12, 19, 26 

∗ 11:00 am Worship: May 5, May 12, May 19, 
May 26 

Ladies, 

Don’t forget your 

Spring Fling! 

 Saturday, 

     May 11th at 

     12:00 Noon in  

        Thompson Hall 

Tickets only $10/$5  Child 



May Birthdays   

1  Lois Dowling 

1  Carol Storaasli 

2  Chi Chi Lee 

3  Diane Crews 

3  Alex Leitch 

4  Hannah Simmons 

5  Torval Haugen 

5  Michael Knight 

7  Izumi Shiga Wohlers 

8  Linda Youngquist 

20  Debra McElliot 

23  Steve Ostrander 

24  Gary Feller 

24  Betty Rainey 
11  Suzie Ross 

14  Kristi Floyd 

14  Annalise Strom 

16  Ruth Peterson 

16  Nicholas Vetter 

17  Hank Mays 

18  Albert Lee 

19  Arula Myking 

9  Kari Knutzen 

11  Jonathan Wohlers 

26  Daniel Lee 

28  Randy Bacon 

28  Jeff Knight 

28  Daniel Storaasli 

30  Del Lofton 

30  Nancy Severtson 

31  Marsha Samuelson 

The second annual May Day Festival, May 1, 1935 at Pacific Lutheran College. In 

the foreground of the picture are eight ribbon bearers, dressed in blue, pink, peach 

and green, and carrying streamers of gold and white. The children in the center row 

are Richard Svare, crown bearer, Helen (Toppy) Ramstad, flower girl and train 

bearers Barbara Peterson and Marilyn Pflueger.. 

Concerts in May and June 

There are two concerts of great music on Sundays in May and June that I would like to 
extend a special invitation to the people of Trinity to attend. The first is a concert on May 
26 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Tacoma where I am the Artist-in-
Residence. This year’s St. Andrew’s Organ Concert Series is dedicated to the memory of 
my organ teacher at the New England Conservatory, Yuko Hayashi, who died in 2018. The 
program will feature music for voice and organ together that honor her with mezzo-
soprano Erin Calata (who has sung at Trinity in the past), including a cantata by J. S. 
Bach. The second concert is the annual Big Brass Concert given by the Evergreen Brass 
Quintet and Friends at Trinity. This year’s concert takes place on the Day of Pentecost, 
June 9 at 3:00 p.m., and as such will serve as a “kick-off” to summer with a proper Ice 
Cream Social. Don’t miss it! 

—Jonathan Wohlers 

Alcohol-free soda foun-
tains flourished during 
Prohibition. Emulating 
bartenders of days past, 
fountain mixologists were 
admired for their show-
manship and endless sup-
ply of creative concoc-
tions. Trendy ice cream 
sundaes, like cocktails, 
paid tribute to popular 
people, places, music, 
politics and theatre. This 
makes sundaes a perfect 
medium for learning about 
the popular culture of this 
particular decade.  

 

* 



 

Looking Back... 

Trinity’s Funeral Pall—Dedicated May 10, 1964 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Burton 

Ostenson, who had finished a recent term as 

directress of the Altar Guild, and Mrs. Walter 

Suter who was directress at the time, and using 

the medallion design by Mrs. Einar Jacobs, the  

25 ladies of the Altar Guild spent two years 

creating this pall. The pall has been used in fu-

neral services held in the Sanctuary or the 

Chapel only. It is 8 1/2’ x 11 1/2’ making it large 

enough to completely cover the casket.  The use 

of a pall has very ancient origins and grows out 

of the idea that Christ’s atoning sacrifice (the 

Cross) covers the earthly remains soon to be 

buried. The pall is done in red, the color of 

victory, and the lamb in the center of the cross 

and medallion (created by tying hundreds of 

French knots) symbolizes the Lamb of God who 

won victory over death  for the whole world. 

  

Centennial Giving 

If there is a liturgical item or precious worship implement you would like to see 
in use at Trinity for years to come, your commemorative centennial gift  could be 
used to purchase that object and then given in your name. Several people could 
combine efforts to make the purchase of a more major item. Trinity’s goal is to 
receive  $20,000 in Centennial Giving, of which $10,000 would be given back to 
our local community in various ways, to be determined by 
Centennial Committee. Bob Olsen Chair—welcoming all who want to help! 

Over 500 baptisms were performed at Trinity and recorded in our Parish Records 

in the 60s. See on the opposite page just a sampling of those you may recognize!  

Jesus’ resurrection is about God loving us so much that God is willing to go to any 

length find us in all the wrong places. Because like Mary, we go looking for God in the 

familiar, in the places we expect to find God. But in Jesus’ resurrection God finds us 

when we’re down and out, when we’re at the end of our rope, when all hope seems lost. 

God rolls back the stones that bind us up and lock us in. God stands waiting with a 

familiar voice to call us to new life—call us to “Go and tell”—call us to be gospel. 

We need to practice being witnesses to resurrection in a world clinging to Good Friday! 

This Easter, may you open your whole self—heart, soul, mind and strength—to God’s 

inspiring call to new life and renewed love. May you feel God luring you, prompting you, 

goading you, cajoling you, calling you and encouraging you—each day and in each new 

present moment—to practice resurrection, to be  gospel, to let others say of who you 

are and what you do—”We have seen the risen Lord—in you!! Alleluia! Amen 

On these two pages: excerpts from Pastor Gaustad’s sermons for Holy Week. 



TRIDUUM 

Holy WeekHoly WeekHoly WeekHoly Week    
Jesus’ passion and death is absolutely central to our 

understanding of God. The cross is our main symbol in 

understanding Jesus, not simply as a great teacher and 

healer, or the glorious Lord of Easter., Jesus is the crucified 

Christ who gave his life for us, for all. 

Only a suffering God  can help. 

He calls us to be gospel—good news in the midst of a world 

too full of bad news. 

Whose feet would we be willing to wash? 

Whose feet would we rather not touch at 

all? Jesus showed by his example that we 

really don’t have a choice in the matter. If 

we have, through our baptism, promised to 

live our lives following Jesus’ example—to 

live by Jesus’ teachings, to respect the 

dignity of all God’s creatures—then we 

must  be willing, literally or figuratively, to 

wash anyone and everyone’s feet, no 

matter what. 

For some this is just another FridayI 

But for  those of us who’ve come to the foot of the cross today, it is 

something. There’s a depth to this day, a profound power in its 

hushed hallowedness. It is a day of strong emotion, a day with a 

sense of meaning tough to capture in words. It is a profound power 

found in the weakness of suffering. It’s a contradiction, a scandal, 

and yetI And yet when our immortal souls meet the Risen Lord, 

we’ll know him because of this day. 

 



WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS 

DURING 1955-1970 

Seattle World’s Fair 1962 New York World’s Fair 1964 

North Philadelphia 1964 

Detroit 1967 

Watts 1965 

Vietnam 1965 


