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Trinity’s Organizations — “Women First . . “ 

By Bill Habermann 

Although Trinity is our congregational name, not to be found in that word are any of the  
letters found in the words “women” and “woman,” except at the end of the two words and 
in the middles of “TriNity.” The history of Trinity congregation shows women always at the 
center of its activities. 

In an alphabetical listing of all the names of biblical persons Aaron would come first, Abdon 
(a Judge) is next. Then comes Abednego, probably best remembered from the fiery furnace 
happening. Next are Abiathar (another priest) and then the first woman Abigial — King  
David’s sister. Oh, yes, really Eve is the first woman — Adam’s “helpmeet” (Gen. 2:18, 20) 
“an help meet for him.” 

Scripture surely tells us of the importance of women and there are many names to choose 
from: Eve, Sarah, Ruth, Esther (the daughter of Pharaoh who saved and raised Moses,)  
Elizabeth(s) in the Old and New Testaments. As we have heard most recently in the Easter 
account and specifically in Pastor Gaustad’s sermons — it was women to whom Christ first 
appeared and they who first told the good news of His resurrection! Not only were women 
important in the Old Testament, we read of Dorcas (N.T.) who was raised from the dead by 
Peter. Many congregations have a “Dorcas Society” — a women’s group named after her. 

Here at Trinity there have been and still are many women’s groups and organizations of  
record. In the archive room are almost countless files, photo albums, files of newspaper  
clippings, accounts of social activities, choirs, organists, hand-bell ringers, Sunday school 
teachers childcare staff and on I could go.  

Maybe one of the largest projects undertaken here by the women of Trinity has been the 
Trinity Cookbook. In a Tacoma newspaper clipping about the book it stated that 1,000  
copies had been printed. There was a copy in the archive file — here are a few of the  
recipes: 

Mother’s Hermits (cookies) Mrs. Danielson; Clam Custard ( a main dish) Anna Savage; 
Feather Cake (no feathers) Anita Stuen; Calla Lily Cake (no flowers, but had  
stamens!) Mrs. Fred Hess; $15 Pie (“Lostsa sugar”) Anna Nielsen; Lute Fisk (“fish 
soaked 2 days, change water a couple times — the LYE water 2 days”) Mrs. W.T. 
Storaasli; Creamed Liver (under “Child’s Recipes) No name given. [I wonder why?] 

If that last one isn’t gross enough there is also a recipe for Creamed Codfish — again, no 
name for [dis]credit. How about some of that creamed liver for our September 8th meal? We 
will be glad to get you the recipe! 

From the 75th Anniversary book — “In sharp contrast to the men, the women of Trinity  
organized themselves more or less formally. The number of organizations proliferated,  

 Then Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 

leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

          — Luke 21:29-31 

Continued on the next page. 



sometimes merged with other groups, sometimes divided into subgroups, and sometimes 
called themselves by different names — all of which made it difficult to follow the  
progression.” Helen “Toppy” Kyllo researched many of the records and she did put what 
she found into 4 full pages in the 75th book. Toppy writes: “Their primary objective was to 
foster Christian fellowship.” The Ladies’ Aid Society was begun by “the older lades” shortly 
after Trinity was officially organized. The minutes of their meetings were kept in Norwegian 
until 1937 when it was decided to conduct meetings in English. One of their activities was 
to hold lutefisk dinners at the cost of 45 cents per plate for adults and 25 cents a plate for 
children under 12. They also put on pie socials, did quilting and other kinds of handwork. 

In a few years the need became obvious to have something for younger women and girls. 
This was done for two reasons: school — so many could not meet in the afternoons — and 
the younger generation was not fluent in Norwegian. September 27, 1922 was the start 
date of their organizing and a constitution was adopted October 10, 1922. Several “names” 
were used — “Young Ladies’ Society, Young Woman’s Society and sometimes the Young 
Ladies’ Guild” but in 1929 the name became “Trinity Guild.” The “first year they pledged 
$1,000  
toward payment for a parsonage.” 

The “Little Girls’ Sewing Club, which started in 1926 helped the Young Ladies’ Society to 
work for the church.” They paid dues of 5 cents at each meeting and saved enough to  
purchase the Thorvaldson Christ statue which was placed on/in the altar of Trinity  
sanctuary. Today it is at the front of our chancel and the original copy of the purchase bill 
is on display in the narthex.  

Toppy has written so much that it is hard to say what not to include in this article. 

Since we just observed Memorial Day,  I will mention that during World War II the women 
contributed to the Civil Defense activity by keeping the “day watch” at the Parkland Grade 
School (the men took the night watch) looking for enemy planes! 

A “summary listing” for women’s organizations looks like this: 

Mary Martha Society—1944 

Fern Hill Circle—1946 (They later joined the Trinity Guild) 

Trinity Guild Library also began in 1946 and it later became the Reading Club.  
Mrs. Robert (Josephine) Olsen was very active in that group. 

Repeating myself — Toppy’s writings about the Trinity Women contains much, much more 
interesting information. It was the women/ladies who saved enough money to purchase the 
property (parking lot) south of the church — which they then donated to Pacific Lutheran 
College. In addition, $400 was pledged for the building of a girls’ dormitory at PLC. 

The women of Trinity are still very active today — although there are not as many  
organizations, they still watch over the library, do much beautiful quilting and put together 
care kits, do cooking of meals and collect food for the food pantry. 

As this article concludes, I fear that I may have missed things — so let the office staff know 
what those items may be and we will try to make sure they get credit in the Centennial 
Book which is being planned for completion by the end of this our centennial year 2019. 

Next month the plan is to feature what the men of Trinity have been doing in the last 100 
years. 



TRINITY CALLS A SECOND PASTOR 

On Sunday, May 26, in a special Congregational meeting, a vote was taken and passed to 
call Pastor Jonette Blakney as a 3/4 - time pastor. Pastor Gaustad and Pastor Blakney will be 
co-pastors, both on a 3/4 - time basis. The congregation also approved the compensation 
packages for both pastors.  

Pastor Blakney has accepted the call extended by the Bishop and will begin serving at  
Trinity on June 1, with her Installation being held on Sunday, June 16 at the 10 am worship 
service. We are happy to welcome Pastor Blakney to Trinity! 

Pastor Gaustad will be on sabbatical during the months of June, July and  
August. We wish Pastor Jeff a spirit-filled and restful three months.  

Trinity’s Childcare Director, Lynn Cooper is retiring on June 14! After 25 years of service 

to our childcare ministries, Lynn will be leaving to enjoy more time with her children and 

grandchildren. Lynn has been a dynamic, child-centered leader at Trinity’s Childcare  

Center. She will be greatly missed. However, we wish her Godspeed at her parting and 

much joy in her retirement. 

Recognition of Lynn’s service will occur during worship on Sunday, June 9th, with a  

reception following. 

Aurora Wilson-Greene, has been hired to fill the up-coming vacancy as Trinity’s  

Childcare Director. Aurora is a familiar face at the Childcare Center as she has been on 

staff since November of 2014 as Lead Teacher and pre-school & Pre-K teacher. She has 

already begun her orientation/training for the position, working in tandem with Lynn 

Cooper until her retirement later this month (see previous article.)  

Congratulations, Aurora! May God bless you in your new role at Trinity’s Childcare Center! 

Mary-Martha Society  Committee 
Members: Annual Smorgasbord 
Dinner 

L to R: Bernice  
Eklund Peterson,  
Stella Jacobs,  
Mrs. Ernest Steen,  
Bertha Totten &  
Leona Seigle 

Photos above 
and to the left 
are of  
unknown 
Trinity Ladies’ 
groups,  
unfortunately  

unlabeled &  
undated. 



PLANNING FOR OUR CENTENNIAL  
 

2019 is Trinity’s 100th birthday year! It is a time for looking BACK in  
gratitude at the persons and events which have shaped our history,  
looking AROUND at the challenges that face us today, and looking  
FORWARD to living together in God’s grace as the future unfolds.  
Features of our celebration are: 

 

Events — Several events during the rest of the year will have the  
centennial theme, especially the banquet (tickets are now on sale!) and 
worship service and luncheon, September 7 and 8. We hope the spirit of 
celebration will energize all we do. 
 

Offerings — We are currently raising money for special programs to  
benefit the life of our congregation this year and beyond and to extend 
our hand to help and gift our Parkland Community. Help us with ideas on 
what those gifts might be! Money given for the centennial is over and 
above regular offerings. Indicate on your offering envelope how much is 
being given for the centennial fund. 
 

Booklet — A booklet of history and goals of the congregation is  
being planned to be published later this year. There are pages at the 
back of the sanctuary for writing you story; please add to the rich story 
of Trinity. 
 

Any dreams or suggestions for our celebration are more than welcome! We 
need input from all of you! Next meeting of Centennial Committee is Tuesday, 
June 11 at 5:00 pm. 

Bob Olsen 
253-861-9225 

You are invited to participate in a  

Trinity Reunion Choir singing for the  

Centennial Celebration Worship Service on 

Sunday, September 8, 2019. 

Have never sung with the Trinity choirs? You 

are welcome nevertheless! All singers are wel-

come and encouraged to participate! 

Please RSVP to Jonathan Wohlers at 

jwohlers@me.com or by phone through the 

Church Office at  

253-537-0201. 



A message left in the offering plate last Sunday . . . 

“To Whom it may Concern, 
     I have had a lot of struggles in my life, but I’m actually glad of it, because it 
has shown me without a doubt the healing powers of God, the redemption that 
Jesus Christ gives & all of the protections & blessings of the Holy Spirit. God has 
shown me his miracles time after time and he has been with me & Jesus has 
been loving & protecting me in my heart even when I didn’t know he was. 

     This my first visit to your church because I wanted to show my immense  
gratitude for your feeding ministries. The people there obviously have God’s 
grace & Jesus’ way shining thru them. They have smiled with me when I was 
happy, hugged me when I was crying and comforted me as I panicked. They are 
truly, truly a vision of God’s love. Just knowing that they are there feeds my soul 
more than any food could ever feed my stomach.” 

TRINITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Mark your calendar!  

July 22-26 is Vacation Bible School Week! 

We are going to Mars & Beyond. Trinity VBS is for ages  

3 years (must be potty-trained) through 6th grade. 

Please invite your family, friends & neighbors. 

It will be a “space-tacular” week! 

TRINITY SPONSORS  

HOME GARDENING 

Again this year, Trinity’s Food Pantry  

Volunteers are hosting potted garden 

planting workshops for the Pantry’s clients. 

In the first session, held on May 21,  

37 potted gardens were created! In  

total, over 60 pots have been  

distributed to our clients! 

This is an especially popular  

program of the Pantry … clients  

have expressed joy at growing their 

own food and teaching their children  

about where food 

comes from! 

Pictured above,  
volunteer Tam Leitch 
helps a client pot his  
garden. 

At right, a proud 
future gardener! 



WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS 

DURING 1970-1980 

President & Mrs. Nixon in China, February 1972 

Secretariat wins the Triple Crown in 
1973 

The Camp David Accords: Peace in the 

Middle East! September 18, 1978. 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat,  

US President Jimmy Carter,  

Israeli Prime Minister Menachen Begin 

Gas shortage, December of 1973 

Tacoma’s industrial area April 1973 

Women strike for rights and to end the 

Vietnam war on August 26, 1970 

Signing of the Paris Peace Accords on  

January 27, 1973; ending military conflict in  

Vietnam. 



1973: The Battle of the Sexes —  

Bobby Riggs and Billy Jean King 

Nixon resigns 

as President  

August 9, 

1974. 

July 4, 1976 — the US turns 200! 
Arthur Ashe wins Wimbledon  

in July 1975, defeating  

Jimmy Connors 

First non-Italian Pope elected in over  

400 years in 1978:  

Pope John II (Karol Jozef Wojtyla from Poland.) 
Three Mile Island: worst nuclear  

accident in US history — 1979  
Tacoma’s industrial area April 1973 



2019 TLCW 

SPRING 
FLING:  
Vintage 
Fashion 
Show & 
Event 





Trinity’s former intern, Jessie McKenzie, was ordained at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church  
in Lakewood on Thursday, May 9th.  

Pastor Gaustad was part of the  

delegation of Trinity members  

attending the ordination and offering 

congratulations and blessings on  

behalf of the congregation. Jessie is 

shown wearing the stole gifted to her 

by Trinity. 

A Note From Jessie — 

Thank you to the people of Trinity for being with 
me for my ordination--those of you present in 
body or thought and prayer.  It was a  
momentous occasion in my life. 
 

Trinity was well represented by members and by 
clergy.  If you want to see photos, check out the 
album on facebook at Jessie Wahlenmaier  
McKenzie or St. Mary's Episcopal Church.   
 

It was a very ecumenical service with the first 
half including the sermon and ordination being 
Lutheran and the second half with the Eucharist 
being Episcopalian.  I was ordained as a  
Lutheran pastor.  For those who wonder, I am 
serving with an Episcopal congregation as a  
Lutheran.   
 

Thank you very much for your gift of the beautiful 
stole.  The photo [below] is of me wearing it for 
our midweek service. 
 

You remain very much 
in my heart.  I was very 
much shaped as a  
pastor by my time at  
Trinity.  Thank you for 
that. 
   

                        Jessie 



Worship Services in June 2019 
 
Sundays 10:00 am Worship:  

 June 2: Seventh Sunday of 
Easter  

 June 9: Day of Pentecost  

 June 16: The Holy Trinity,  
First Sunday after Pentecost  

 June 23 

 June 30  

Coming events … 
(Dates in bold print are in the coming week) 

 

 FA Recovery Group: June 1, 8, 15, 22, 2 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW)  
Garden Walk: June 1 

 SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS: 
June 2 

 Food Pantry Open: June 2, 4, 9, 14, 16, 18, 21, 
23, 25, 28, 30 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing Group: June 2 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA): June 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30 

 SUMMER OFFICE HOURS SCHEDULE [9-3] 
BEGINS: June 3 

 Trinity Quilters: June 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Exercise For Life: June 3, 4, 7, 10 

 Senior Meal: June 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28 

 Trinity Café Prep: June 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Relay for Life: June 3 

 Stewardship Committee: June 4 

 Executive Committee: June 4 

 Safe Streets: June 4 

 Nurse Is In: June 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Al-Anon: June 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: June 5, 11, 18, 26 

 TLCW Board Meeting: June 6 

 Pierce College Student Canning: June 8 

 Prayers For Healing: June 9, 23 

 Evergreen Big Brass Concert & Ice Cream  
Social: June 9 

 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study: June 10, 24 

 Senior Foot Care: June 11 
(Call 253-579-6000 for appointment) 

 Preservin’ Pierce Canning: June 11, 25 

 Finance Committee: June 11 

 TLCW Planning Meeting: June 13 

 Accordion Social: June 13 

 Toastmasters: June 13, 27 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: June 14, 28 

 Cemetery Clean-up by Men of Trinity (MOT): 
June 15 

 Pastor Blakney’s Installation: June 16 

 Congregational Council: June 20 

 Robert Judge Memorial & Reception: June 23 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW)  
General Meeting: June 27 

 

 

 

 

June 2019 

3 Betty Willard 

6 Eva Marie Legarra 

9 Frankie Ramsay 

10 Ann Miller 

11 Lisa Masengale 

11 Renee Shaw 

13 Gene Lundgaard 

14 Diane Floyd 

14 Rosalie Kuester 

15 Judith Carr Kirkman 

16 Debra Gaustad 

16 Ingar Gregersen 

17 Amelia Vetter 

17 Andrew Vetter 

18 Richard Myking 

18 Helen Nordquist 

19 Tamara Leitch 

20 Daniel Friend 

21 Afton Schafer 

22 Lauren Stenerson 

22 Don Wentworth 

23 Astrid Dorum 

25 Shannon Lake 

25 Shannon Lee 

27 Patrick Comen 

28 Luella Edwards 

28 Robert Going 

29 Janet Boyer 

29 Sheila Campbell 
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