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 ELEEMOSYNARY AND THE MEN OF TRINITY 

By Bill Habermann 

 

Eleemosynary! I used to think that antidisestablimentarianism was the worst word 
in the English language, but the men of Trinity’s early history had to take on  
Eleemosynary Articles of Incorporation to get Trinity to be “official.” The good man 
Noah, no, not the one of the Bible — the one of dictionary fame gives as a  
meaning for the “E” word: “of or pertaining to alms, charity, or charitable  
donation” in legal-speak. 
 

On the 5th day of August in 1919, the following 12 men — H.H. Holte, B. Benson, 
M.A. Arntson, P.T. Larson, Ole O. Larson, O.J. Anderson, K.K. Gaard, C.O. Holen, 
O.J. Coltom, Henry O. Hervem, Ivar Hanseth and S. Sinland — put their signatures 
on the Articles of Incorporation to bring into being Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation of Parkland, Washington. That document then went to Olympia on 
the 4th day of September, A.D. at 4:08 o’clock P.M. Said document was given the 
seal of the State of Washington on October 31, 1919. I can’t help wondering if All 
Hallows Even, now called Halloween, had some intended connection to the day 
Martin Luther posted his 95 theses or if that is just how the days went in 1919. 
 

In the 75th Anniversary book for Trinity, it is stated “The men of Trinity  
congregation have apparently not felt it necessary to form themselves into  
organizations as the women did in order to provide a springboard from which they 
could contribute to the work of the congregation. They were the church. 
(Deacons, trustees, council, voting members, were all men for many years. It 
wasn’t until 1944, after a change in Trinity’s constitution was made that women 
were given the right to vote!) 
 

Looking through the Trinity archives there is little to be found about the men of 
Trinity forming any official organizations — which isn’t to say that the men were 
not very active. However, there is recorded that a “Men’s Club” was organized in 
1925 and it had about 40 members. Again, I quote from the well-written 75th  
Anniversary book: “Over the years they donated pain for the parsonage, paid for 
four lots adjacent to the parsonage which Rev. Svare and Mr. Stuen had purchased 

 "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,  

day and night, shall not cease." 

          — Genesis: 8:22  
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at a tax sale in the name of Trinity Lutheran Church, paid for surgery the pastor 
had done on his hand, and sponsored up to $50 for improvement of the lawn. 
They took care of the cemetery, sanctuary and parsonage grounds, cut firewood 
for heating the church, repaired buildings and fences as needed, did minor  
remodeling in the church, painted, to name a few.” One service they always  
provided was ushering — that fact was repeated often in written records. 
 

In 1942 the men arranged for a family gathering on New Year’s Eve with a wake 
ending in a “short service from 11:30 to midnight.” I would like to have been a 
church mouse so I could see what that liturgy and service was like. There was 
nothing in the archives to give any record of that service. With no T.V. and few  
radios and  certainly no “ball drop” in Times Square it may have been a typical and 
respectful thanks for another year of God’s blessing the congregation and her  
families, and prayers for blessings to come in the future. 
 

The men did, however, form two loosely organized groups — the Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast and Bible Study. In the mid-sixties Ed Flatness, as a leader, got men of 
Trinity to meet each week at a local restaurant for breakfast, a Bible study and 
prayers. A group of men known as MØT (Men of Trinity) continues that fine  

custom. You will see it mentioned in our Sunday bulletin and often Hank Mays  
encourages men to attend by making an announcement at the close of Sunday 
worship. 
 

The current Men Of Trinity (MØT) began in 1948 as “Men’s Fellowship” and in 

1985 adopted the name Men Of Trinity. They are an active group putting on  
Bible study regularly, doing a lot of cooking for special meals in Thompson Hall, 
supported Memorial Day services at Trinity Cemetery, for a short time an “Annual 
Soup Night” — during which information about mission work was presented. One 
of the favorites still happening is the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. 
 

Membership in MOT is “automatic” for any and all male members of the  
congregation and I’m sure Hank Mays, or any one of the men you see in the  
kitchen at one of their events, would be happy to talk to any male member of  
Trinity about the group. 
 

As mentioned earlier in this writing — it is hard to pin down specifics about the 
men of the congregation. Many worked almost countless hours here in our  
sanctuary (along with women and youth) during the remodel — in the weeks to 
come there will be pictures of that work posted in the narthex. 

In the preface of the 75th Anniversary book four men are mentioned—Robert 
Drews, Robert Olsen, David Christian and Philip Nordquist. I have been told of 
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men who also did a lot of work “behind the scenes” — Gene Ahrendt did much for  
Trinity and deserves mention. I am sure there are many more that should get an 
honorable mention in our Trinity Centennial book. Please, if you know of anyone 
else, female or male, young or old, fill out a remembrances form and turn it in 
soon. Every effort will be made to give credit in that publication’s appendix  
sections. 
 

I will end with a little “commercial” on behalf of Rev. Bob Olsen — he is always 
asking for more folks to join the Centennial Committee. It is a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to help celebrate Trinity’s 100th and more to come of blessings by our God 
— Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In my day the third person was the Holy Ghost! As a  
youth I also learned it was never correct to start a sentence with the word “and” — 
And I hope you like the new word you may have learned at the beginning of this 
article: eleemosynary. You don’t need to remember it but will see it yet one more 
time when a copy of our Articles of Incorporation is posted in the narthex display. 
Enjoy! 

The Men 

Øf Trinity 
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You are invited to participate in a Trinity Reunion Choir 
singing for the Centennial Celebration Worship Service 
on Sunday, September 8. 
 

Have never sung with the Trinity choirs? All singers are 
welcome and encouraged to participate!  
 

There will be two Wednesday rehearsals: August 28 and September 4  

at 7:00 p.m. in the choir loft. 

 

Please RSVP to Jonathan Wohlers at jwohlers@me.com or by phone 
through the Church Office, 253-537-0201. 

Trinity’s Annual Garden Walk Participants: 

(Left to Right) Lynette Cubbage, Marlene Myking, Jo Jellen, Joanne Schwartz, Carol  

Fossum, Alice Alexander, Juanita Stalwick (peeking through the sculpture), Joni  

Easterlund (in back), Dorothy Tobiason, Maren Johnson, Pat Ness (in back), Ely Smith, 

Paul Philip (in back), Cheryl Mays Comen, Joan Taylor. Not pictured: Don Fossum &  

Myron Thompson 

By all reports, the tour of the Erlander Gardens and gift shop was highly  

enjoyable, followed by a delicious luncheon in Thompson Hall. 

 



WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS 

DURING 1980-1990 

Mount St. 
Helen’s in the 
1970’s 

The ASARCO smokestack — once 

the world's largest — is demolished 

at the company's old copper smelter 

in Ruston, north of Tacoma, on  

January 17, 1993. 

The eruption of 

Mount St. 

Helen’s on  

May 18, 1980 

Popular 
TV in 
1985 



1981 

Indira Gandhi, first female Prime Minister of India 

Sally Ride, first woman in outer space: July 19, 1983 

The last passenger 
train left Tacoma’s 
Union Station in 
1984. The building 
began housing  
Federal Courts in 

1992. 

Groundbreaking for the  

Tacoma Dome was in 1981. 

1993 



What are YOU growing in your garden this season ?   

Please consider sharing some of your fresh, healthy veggies or fruit at the  

Trinity Garden Market on Sunday, July 21
st

.   
 

The market will be held in the courtyard: Trinity, friends of Trinity, and the  

local community are welcome and ALL produce will be free (but with  

limited quantities). Perhaps there are neighbors or family who are  

gardeners...please spread the word, let the bounty be great! 

 

If you are able and willing to donate produce,  

have suggestions, or have further questions  

please contact Nancy Severtson, 253-906-4472 

or nancysevertson@yahoo.com 

 

 
 We are excited to announce our new adventure 

and would love to share the information with the 
community! Please join us July 1

st
 from 6-7 p.m. 

at Tacoma Lutheran Retirement Community in 
our Chapel. 

Here is your opportunity to: 

 Get a first-hand glance at our up-
coming plans for TLRC! 

 Ask questions about the new senior 
housing project. 

 Get an opportunity to look at the  
conceptual drawings for our new  
buildings. 

 Meet our team. 
 

Please RSVP by June 30th, 2019  

by calling 253.752.7112 



July 22—26 

9:00 am  to 11:30 am 

Explore where God’s Power can 

take you ! 

Ages 3 years (must be potty-trained)  

through 6th grade. 
 

To Register, call Trinity Childcare  

at 253-535-2699  

or the Church Office at 253-537-0201 

   Trinity’s 

  VBS 2019 

 



 

How do you participate at Trinity Lutheran Church?   

Who are the leaders?   What kind of work do you see being done? 

There are the Organizers – the ones who help make things happen. 

The Socializers – the ones who pass along information, tell stories, connect 
people and build networks. 

The Saints are the believers who have soaked up the church in their very  
bodies.  They have “lived” the church and they know the church’s long-time  
stories. 
 

Who else do you see?  Where do you fit in? There could be all kinds of 
“categories”. There are the young ones, the “newbies”, those who are  
seeking and those who pray faithfully. We thank God for everyone. Trinity  
Lutheran Church is a blessed place to be.  

What is your “Trinity Story?”   
 

Please consider writing a short story about you and your family and Trinity. It 
could be general comments about how you came to Trinity or specific stories 
about events that are meaningful to you.   
 

There is a box in the narthex on the “host desk” where you can submit your Trini-
ty Story.   Please add your ”story” to the three ring binder. We want to hear from 
you!! Here are comments from six members who have written their “story”: 
  

There were many aspects of worship that drew us in… the total  
atmosphere… of holy space.  
 

This is where I belong. The church, the gospel, and the terrific sermons by 
our pastors have been such a blessing throughout my life. It keeps me go-
ing, so I’m forever grateful.  
 

Coming “home” to Trinity and renewing acquaintances has been  
delightful! And now, in the last few years, what is my role at Trinity?  
Engagement, appreciation, support: both with prayer and money,  
for the people and programs I love. 

 

On Sunday, July 14, Aurora Wilson-Greene will be installed  
as Trinity’s Childcare Director during worship services that 
morning. Aurora has been working with and advocating for 
young children and their families for over 25 years. She joined 
the Trinity Lutheran Childcare staff in 2014 as Lead Teacher of 
Pre-Kindergarten and Pre-School.  

Aurora and her husband, Charles live in Parkland. They have 
5 children and 2 grandchildren. 



Worship Services in July 2019 
 
Sundays at 10:00 am:  

 July  7 

 July 14 

 July 21 

 July 28  

Coming events … 
(Dates in bold print are in the coming week) 

 

 Trinity Quilters: July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 Exercise For Life: July 1, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 15, 17, 
19, 22, 24, 26, 29, 31 

 Senior Meal: July 1, 5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 29 

 Volunteer Corps: July 2 

 Food Pantry Open: July 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 
21, 23, 26, 28, 30 

 Nurse Is In: July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Stewardship Committee: July 2 

 Executive Committee: July 2 

 Al-Anon: July 2, 9,16, 23, 30 

 Offices Closed: July 4 

 FA Recovery Group: July 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Trinity’s Evangelism Committee Grass Roots 
Meeting: July 7, 14, 21, 28 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing Group: July 7 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA): July 7, 14, 
21, 28 

 Trinity Café Prep: July 8, 15, 29 

 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study: July 8, 22 

 Senior Foot Care: July 9 
(Call 253-579-6000 for appointment) 

 Finance Committee: July 9 

 VBS Meeting: July 9 

 Centennial Planning Committee: July 9 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: July 10, 17, 31 

 Toastmasters: July 11, 25 

 Accordion Social: July 11 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: July 12, 26 

 Prayers For Healing: July 14, 28 

 Installation of Childcare Director Aurora  
Wilson-Greene: July 14 

 Summer Bible Study — Esther Saves the 
Jews — Finding our Voices: July 16 

 Congregational Council: July 18 

 Cemetery Clean-up by Men of Trinity (MOT):  
July 20 

 Facilities Management: July 10 

 Garden Market Place: July 21 

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: July 22 — 26 

 

 

 

 

JULY 2019 

 

 

1 Richard Ostrander  
3 Rosie Paolino  

4 Valeri Ulberg  

4 Ronald Baccus  
4 John Goodspeed  

6 Lynette Cubbage  

6 Joan Meliere-Webb  
8 Jonette Blakney  

9 Julie Storaasli  

10 Beth Rich  

10 Anita Going  
12 Lyle Feller  

15 Helen "Toppy" Kyllo  

15 Dave Mietzke  
18 James Scearce  

21 Veronica Baccus  

21 Julia Kellermann  

22 Lynn Cooper  
23 Gregory Kellermann  

23 Karl Lerum  

24 Tami Broden  
26 Eric Stenerson  

26 Marlen Miller  

29 Vernal Kensrud  
30 Olivia Cassidy  
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