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"For by grace you have been saved through faith,  and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not the result of works, so that 

no one may boast.  For we are what  he has made us,  created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be 

our way of life." 
          — Ephesians 2:8-1 

Continued on the next page. 

Our Cornerstone 

by Bill Habermann 

In our hymnal — Evangelical Lutheran Worship — hymn 645, Christ Is Made the 

Sure Foundation, in stanza 1 we boldly sing “Christ is made the sure  

foundation. Christ our head and cornerstone…” The text of that hymn dates 

back to a Latin hymn from the 7th century. Long before that, however, the Bible 

often speaks of foundation stones, cap stones, cornerstones as being most  

important parts of a building. Genesis 1 tells us that our heavenly Father laid 

the foundations of the earth, as well as the entire universe. One of my favorite 

passages mentioning “cornerstone” is Isaiah 28:16, which clearly states that  

Jesus is the “Chief Cornerstone” of our faith. As such, like the cornerstone of a 

building Jesus ensures that our faith is square and stable. It is the rock on 

which the weight of an entire structure rests and also the rock on which your 

faith and mine rests. Jesus was and is the only plan of salvation. Isaiah 28:16 

tells us, “Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold I lay in Zion  a stone for a 

foundation. A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation.’” 

Although on Sunday, June 8, 1958, much steel for the frame of Trinity Church 

was in place, as were many bricks (you can see that in the pictures on display 

in the narthex) of great importance that Sunday at 10 am was a special worship 

dedicated to the laying of the Trinity cornerstone. A copy of that service folder 

will be on display on one of the “pillars” in the narthex. 

In checking the archives and looking at pictures of the worship facilities Trinity 

used prior to 1958, I could not find any photographs that showed cornerstones. 

My guess is that the Pacific Lutheran College gymnasium didn’t have a  

cornerstone and looking closely at the pictures of the “shared chapel: and also 



the Zion Lutheran Church building (that congregation joined Trinity in 1919) no 

cornerstones are to be seen. It is probably most certain the 1907 “gray church” 

had a cornerstone, but again searching many pictures as well as the original 

blueprints used for its construction nothing of the kind could be seen. If it did 

have one, perhaps the contents were given to Parkland Lutheran Church, since 

that congregation built the church. 

Most cornerstones are hollow and contain a copper box into which items from 

the time are placed as a time capsule for the building and congregation. In 

some church buildings the cornerstone is not in an actual corner, but near the 

main doors. Here at Trinity ours is to be found in a corner — if you have not 

seen or noticed it — it is located in the southwest corner of the church and at 

ground level. The front of the stone is 20½ inches wide, 10¾ inches high and 

12½ inches front to back. Asking a few members who would have been present 

on the Sunday of the placing of the stone — did they see the copper box inside  

— none could remember seeing it. They all were probably paying close  

attention to the worship service itself — as all good Lutherans do. I’m going to 

guess that there was a copper or bronze box into which items were placed and 

then it was sealed (Often a plumber was handy to solder the box so it would be 

airtight to preserve the contents.) Should any of you readers have any pictures 

or information about that, please let me know and I will get that into a future 

Messenger. If there are any pictures, they would be great to loan us for display 

in the narthex. 

Trinity’s archives does contain several clippings from the Tacoma Tribune — a 

copy of which will be on display in the narthex. 

Well, if no money went into our cornerstone, what does it contain? There are 

25 “items” sealed in it. The Sunday service folder also gives the names of the 

congregation members who placed the items in the box, but to save space I 

will only list the items and the order in which they were placed. The first three 

were items very important to we Lutherans: The Holy Bible, Luther’s Small  

Catechism and Lutheran Hymnary (hymnal). Next came a Sunday School Book, 

a Membership List, and Annual Report for 1957 and a Constitution. Coming in 

at #8: Sunday School listing for the term 1957-58 followed by a List of Church 

Council Members, then the ELC Annual Report, a list of Pastors who had served 

since 1919. Since there was still room in the box, 14 more items were placed. 

Continued on the next page. 



Listing them in on long “run-on sentence” (Sorry about that, you English  

Majors.): Copy of Semi-annual Meeting, bulletin from May 18th, Bulletin from 

June 8, Devotional Booklet, Trinity Messenger, Trinity Expansion Program, PLC 

‘President Imperative’, Annual Guild Book, Reading Club Book, Toastmaster 

Charter list, Western Lutheran, Lutheran Herald, Section of the Tacoma News 

Tribune for the day and last, exerpt from Pastor Thompson’s sermon for the 

day. 

The worship folder then lists The Introduction of Building Committee Members 

followed by “The Laying Of The Corner-stone” by Mr. Burt Raymond, Chairman 

of the Building Committee. Most probably, that was the placing of the concrete 

cornerstone with the date 1958 which we see today. The last item in the  

service was the singing of the hymn “Built On A Rock” directed by Pastor 

Thompson and a solo by John Richards, Architect for the Church Buildings. 

That grand service closed with the Benediction given by Pastor Skepstad. 

Thanks be to God for that Rock on which the Christian Church stands —  

Jesus, the Christ and the Rock of our Salvation! 

 

Continued on the next page. 

         Placement of Trinity’s Cornerstone 



A walk Through Trinity’s Centennial Celebration Weekend 

Centennial Banquet: Saturday, September 7 

“Get your name tags here!” 

“Greet old friends and new!!” 

Enjoy displays  
of Trinity historical  

              artifacts 



Trinity’s current 

stained glass 

windows  

and details. 

 

 “Find your places.” 
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Centennial Banquet: Saturday, September 7 
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Jonette Blakney 

Photos by Tom Felkins 

Trinity’s  
Director of  

Music,  
Dr. Jonathan 

Wohlers 

PLU Professor  
Dr. Svend  
RØnning 

PLU Professor  
Dr. Svend RØnning & his  
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 Sunday, September 8: We gave thanks at Worship 



 

Sunday, September 8: We feasted and visited again — 
in Thompson Hall & in the Courtyard 

Photos by  

Tom Felkins 



CENTENNIAL 

A celebration of the past hundred years,  

a time for examining the present,  

and a time for preparing for our life together in the future! 
 

 

An historical booklet is coming, in connection with a new picture directory of 
the congregation (photo sessions will be in November).  
 

Please write a personal remembrance of your life at Trinity. Materials for 
writing your “My Story” contribution are in the Narthex. In lieu of using the 
forms provided, just e-mail your story to office@trinitylutheranparkland.org.  

Continue contributing to the Centennial Fund for the congregation and the 
community. May God continue to bless us in our life together in Christ! 

          — Bob Olsen, 253-861-9225 

 

The Centennial Committee is pleased to announce that the  
Congregational Council has approved a Centennial spending  
project: replacing the outer doors and gardens at the east (chapel) 
end of the child care building. This will be paid for partly by  
memorial funds, partly by Centennial money already on hand, and 
the rest by funds yet to be given. Thank you for your giving, and we 
encourage you to keep it up. We are also planning giving to  

community projects -- your suggestions are welcome. 

THANK YOU, CROSSOVER MINISTRIES! 

Trinity is grateful to the folks at Crossover Ministries 

(who rent Trinity’s chapel for worship) for completing the 

stir fry and serving the food at Trinity’s Centennial Sun-

day Feast! Thank you for your cheerful presence at our 

celebration! 

THANK YOU, TRINITY VOLUNTEERS! 

Thank you for all the planning and work that went into 
our Centennial Celebration Weekend! Too many to name, 

you are each a blessing! Thank you! 



 

 

 

Sunday, June 8, 1958: The laying of Trinity’s Cornerstone.  

Pastor Erling Thompson presided. 

Photo showing the progress of the building of the new Sanctuary. 



 

 
Thank you to PLU Achieves for the framed picture of  

Trinity’s original worship space on PLC’s Campus. 

Gift from PLU’s Achieves: “Parkland’s Lutheran Church” on the right. 



 

Trinity — in service to its  
local community and throughout the world …  

for 100 years! 

A thank you from Pastor Rick: 

Thank you Trinity members for giving Penny and me a loving “thank you” 
last Sunday.  We greatly appreciated your kind words and cards.  It has 
been a privilege to be a member of the Trinity staff for these last 9 
years.  We are glad we can stay on as Trinity members. 

A beautiful candid shot of our  

Pastor Rick and Penny enjoying the 

program at the Centennial Banquet. 

        Photo by Tom Felkins 

A thank you to Pastor Rick: 

On Sunday, September 22, Trinity officially recognized the service of Pastor 
Rick Swenson as our Visitation Pastor. After 9 years in that capacity, Pastor 
Rick retired with the designation of “Visitation Pastor Emeritus.” This means 
he can still help out when needed and remain a member of the Trinity  
Congregation. 

 

Pastor Rick’s gifts of empathy and support to our members unable to  
attend worship regularly has been a great contribution to not only those  
individuals, but to the congregation as a whole.  

 

In addition to the formal recognition during both services, a reception was 
held between services to give congregational members the opportunity to 
thank Pastor Rick and Penny for their service. Many people may not be 
aware, but Penny accompanied Pastor Rick on many of his visitations,  
bringing her famous banana bread as a gift. Thanks to you both for the  
loving kindnesses you have shown the people of Trinity! 



Worship Services in October  
 

Fridays 10:30 - 11:00 am — Prayers For the World; at PLU’s  
Karen Hille Phillips Center 

Sundays at 9:00 & 11:00 am 

 October 6 — Blessing of the Animals (Our Pets) 

 October 13  

 October 20 

 October 27 — Reformation Sunday 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Christopher Ferber 

1 Remington Stechauner 

2 Genevieve Barnes 

3 Marilyn Haugen 

3 DeLoris Larson 

3 Arthur Gee 

4 Thomas Leitch 

8 Winona Knudsen 

8 Carmela Paolino 

9 Laird Kelly 

10 Kathi Ulberg 

11 Barbara Phillips 

11 Jacob Buckentin 

12 Frank Edwards 

12 Spencer Broden 

14 Gloria Gilchrist 

22 Lowell Kiesow 

23 Anna Myking 

23 Cole Buckentin 

24 Alan Gammel 

25 Pat Ness 

25 Kenneth Anderson 

25 Karen Parr 

25 Steven Parr 

26 Michelle Lee 

26 Robin Cassidy 

27 Axel Brodsky 

28 Shirley Mayer 

28 Bethany Cooper 

29 Kathryn Wright 

29 Wanda Wentworth 

29 Lori Ervin 

29 Carrie Winters 

30 Gloria Nornes 

30 Valerie Ufer 

31 Nancy Judge 

Coming events … 
 

 

 Worship every Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00;  
Fridays at 10:30 at PLU 

 Volunteer Corps: Oct 1, 15 

 Food Pantry Open: Oct 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 15, 18,    
20, 22, 25, 27, 29 

 The Nurse Is In: Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 Stewardship Committee: Oct 1 

 Executive Committee: Oct 1 

 Safe Streets: Oct 1 

 Al-Anon: Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 Stitchery: Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Exercise For Life: Oct 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 14, 16, 18, 
21, 23, 25, 28, 30 

 Childcare Chapel: Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Cantate Choir: Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW): Oct 3 

 Story Time: Oct 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 Prayers For the World: Oct 4, 11, 18, 25 

 Senior Meal: Oct 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28 

 FA Recovery Group: Oct 5, 12, 19, 26 

 CONNECT: Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing Group: Oct 6 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA):   
Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 

 Trinity Quilters: Oct 7, 14, 21, 28 

 Trinity Café Prep: Oct 7, 14, 21, 28 

 Senior Foot Care (253-579-6000): Oct 8 

 Preservin’ Pierce Canning: Oct 8, 22 

 Finance Committee: Oct 8 

 Tim Sherry’s Poetry Reading: Oct 8 

 Facilities Management: Oct 9 

 Toastmasters: Oct 10, 24 

 Accordion Social: Oct 10 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Oct 11, 26 

 Evangelism Committee: Oct 13, 27 

 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study: Oct 14, 28 

 Miriam Circle: Oct 17 

 Esther Circle: Oct 17 

 Congregational Council: Oct 17 

 MOT Cemetery Clean-Up: Oct 19 

 Reading Club: Oct 24 

 Quilts & Kits Set-Up: Oct 26 

 LWR International Potluck & Kit Assembly:  
Oct 26 

 Prayers For Healing: Oct 27 

 Packing LWR Quilts & Kits: Oct 28 
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