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"Clap your hands, all you peoples;  

shout to God with loud songs of joy." 
          — Psalm 47:1   

      

Continued on the next page. 

TRINITY’S “VINDAUGA” 

The QPB Encyclopedia of Word and Phase Origins lets one know that the word 

“vindauga” is an old Norse word made up of two words — vinde (wind)  

together with auga (eye) which together means “An eye of the wind” thus  

giving us in this day and for several centuries prior the word window. This 

Messenger article will be more than you may have ever wanted to know about 

Trinity’s Windows! 

Looking at photos of the chapel/church Trinity shared with Pacific Lutheran  

College for many years it is easy to see that the windows in that building were 

simple — frosted glass, rounded at the top with wooden frames. Several of the 

pictures, taken in warm weather, show the top portion of the window lowered 

to let in the “vinde.” That may also have served as an early evangelism tool as 

the Lutheran hymn and liturgy sounds could be heard by the neighbors — it is 

well known that we Lutherans sing with gusto. There was no organ in the  

building, pictures only show a piano, but a reed pump organ may have been 

hiding off-camera. I am 100% sure that when the structure was torn down not 

a one of the windows was saved. — I may be wrong. 

When Trinity Congregation came into possession of the “gray church” it came 

with large stained/leaded glass windows. Using the original blueprints, it would 

seem that the Romanesque (rounded at the top) windows were on three sides 

of the church. There were, as a center grouping, triple windows. To each side 

of these were two slender single windows. The church steeple had two Gothic 

(pointed at the top) windows above each set of entrance doors. Above the 

doors there were large rounded stained glass windows — all the Trinity  

windows are easily seen in the many photographs of the church — with or  

without parishioners present. To each side of the altar rectangular windows 

were placed. 



Using the old blueprints I estimate that the six tall single windows were 3 feet 

wide and 19½ feet high. The tower windows were about 5 feet wide and 16 

feet high. A bit of good news to stained glass window lovers, like myself, is that 

several of Trinity windows were saved. Camano Island Lutheran Church has 7 

of the Trinity windows in its chancel. The width is original but the windows have 

been shortened quite a bit to fit the frames of the church. Another great side 

note is that Pastor Blakney was married in the light of the Trinity windows since 

she was and her family are members of CILC. 

The Trinity 75th anniversary book also give the following information about  

other window portions that were saved:  

“Members helped dismantle the church, and several items were ‘rescued’. 

Carl Liebig, Henry Bernstsen, John Holmes and Ed Hinderlie removed the 

old pews and other items. Four of the small stained glass windows went 

to Joan Lorenz (daughter of Gerhard and Ruth Haakenson), and were  

incorporated into the dining room of her home. Retired Pastor Robert 

Drewes has the round glass bearing the symbol of the Trinity which had 

been a part of the glass above the Wheeler Street entrance. It is  

preserved and seeks a place in the décor. Col R. H. (Bob) Ziehm salvaged 

several items from that building — the steeple cap, and a fluted wood  

column. Oscar Morken re-worked the column for a plant stand which is 

currently being used in the Halvorson home. Four of the larger stained 

glass windows now grace the Camano Island Lutheran Church. It is good 

when bits of the past can be preserved and continue to be used in God’s 

house.” 

Continued on the next page. 

Left: Detail shots of 

two windows now at 

Camano Island  

Lutheran Church. 



 

Now, on to the windows in our present sanctuary. Going up the stairs to the 

balcony you can see the original colored glass windows — single square panes 

of various colors. No longer there, but at one time visible as part of the south 

wall of the balcony was a large (about 10 x 15 foot) window with a cross  

pattern at its center. I have only been able to find black and white photos of 

that window so I can’t say if it contained any color and I have to say the same 

about the glass in the window that was behind the decorative concrete that 

made up the exterior south window/wall. 

When some of the decorative concrete began to fail and fall in that widow as 

well as the “grill” that framed the bell portion of the tower all of those areas 

were removed. That now brings us to the very grand and beautiful “slab glass” 

window. After what I’m sure was much thought and planning, a bid by Mr. 

Mark Gulsrud was accepted. In a memorandum, Claudia Finseth, Chairperson 

of the Façade Artistic Committee wrote, “We prayed, discussed, researched, 

brainstormed and drew together.”  

“The glass portion will be the only colored part. The chunks of glass will 

run in long ribbons of blue and green fading into purples and roses. This 

represents the waters of our baptisms, the living water offered by Christ 

to all, the nurturing, life-giving nourishment from God which enables us 

Continued on the next page. 

Above: Photos of old Trinity windows now at Camano Island Lutheran Church. 



to then take on the Call to do God’s work here on earth, the work of 

making justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an  

ever-flowing stream. At the top of the glass are the suggestions of  

creation: a sphere and stars. There are two stars, one for the prophesy 

of the Old Testament, one for the promise of the New Testament (the 

Bethlehem Star.) The stars will be a reflective glass that changes from 

gold to other shades as the light falls upon it. The glass is very thick and 

rich, and will be set at different thicknesses and angles to provide tex-

ture. This section will be set back from the rest of the façade to add 

depth. The choir room behind it creates a natural light box that should 

make it stunning at night.” 

“Slab glass” is about 1 inch or more in thickness and is set in a concrete-like 

“framing” to hold it together. The window is lighted from behind — in the choir 

room. There are red circles of glass which may be representing the blood or 

wounds of our Savior — don’t quote me on that. 

The Professor Ernst Schwidder figure of Christ, which was about 12-14 feet 

high had to be taken down because of portions falling off after years of  

weathering and some bird nestings, so the entire window presents a visible  

image to the community both day and night. 

If you have the time and can find someone with a key to open the choir room 

door, check out the window close up to really appreciate the color,  

workmanship and size of the vindauga. 

Prior to the remodeling of the main chancel — changing the pew configuration 

and flooring, etc. The slender floor level windows were alternating in colors. 

One window was clear glass, the next light blue, the next clear and so on. In  

checking as to why the blue/white pattern was discontinued, I was told that 

the windows were Plexiglas and were all replaced with double-pane insulating 

glass — thus better light and some saving of heat. The high clerestory  

windows in the chancel are also all clear glass and consist of double-pane glass 

to insulate. To the west of the chancel area is another large floor-to-ceiling 

glass wall which allows wonderful sunlight to bathe our focal point of worship. 

Thus here is the end of the “vindauga story” of Trinity. 

PS: If any Messenger reader has any original glass windows or parts thereof, please let the office 

know — we would like to put them on display for the banquet or anniversary service. They will,  

of course, be returned! 



Trinity’s current 

stained glass 

windows  

and details. 



WORLD-WIDE AND NATIONAL FOCUS 

DURING 2000-2019 

September 11, 2001: Attacks on US 

Left: Indonesian tsunami:  

December 26. 2004 

Below and Left:  
Nisqually Earthquake -  

February 28, 2001 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtondnr.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F02%2F28%2Ffifteen-years-after-nisqually-quake-efforts-to-map-predict-damage-stepped-up%2F&psig=AOvVaw3V6dkQCpuzhk


Election of President Barack Obama 2008 

Inauguration of President Trump / January 21, 2017 

Disney goes global 

Measles, thought to be  
eradicated in US, comes back 

Expanding evidence of 
climate change /  
global warming 

August 1, 2007 



 

 

TRINITY DURING THE 2000’s 

 

 

Front Entry  

Patio Project 2019 

Spring Fling 2019 

FEB 3, 2018: Blessing of LWR Quilt & Kits 

Reformation Sunday:  

October 25, 2015 

Blessing of LWR Kits A New Education Program: 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd; 

Blessing of the Atrium - 10/11/2015 

Trinity Art Show 2016 

Celebration of Harry Lindbo’s  

100th Birthday: July, 2016 

Trinity’s Front Entry 



2018: Youth in Houston for the 
ELCA Youth Gathering 

(Above and Left) 

Hunger Walk 2018 

2015: Celebrating 25 Years of Ordination for  Pastor Jeff Gaustad,  

40 years for Rev. Art Sortland and 47 years for Rev. Robert Olsen 

Below: Intern Matt Byrd  
presenting the Children’s  

Message: Jan 2016 

 

TRINITY DURING THE 2000’s 

 

 

Trinity Feeds Hungry People 

Filling the shopping cart 
with food donations every 

Sunday! 

Trinity’s Food Pantry receives 

donations from local clubs and 

individuals. There is always a 

fresh food choice option for 

clients. 



CENTENNTIAL 

A celebration of the past hundred years,  

a time for examining the present,  

and a time for preparing for our life together in the future! 
 

Some big events are coming up soon to help us meet these goals: 

September 7 

Volunteers are needed on Friday morning to set up tables and 

chairs in Thompson Hall, erect a tent over the courtyard, and on 

Saturday to prepare food for Sunday’s feast. 
  

 Bake a cake! Our goal is to have a birthday cake on each of the 

40 tables at the Centennial Feast. Bring a 2-layer, frosted cake to 

the Thompson Hall Kitchen between 8 am and 2 pm on Saturday. 
 

Centennial Banquet at PLU — The event will be in Chris Knutzen 

Hall, inside the Anderson University Center. Enter off Park  

Avenue. Check-in begins at 4:30; doors open at 5:00; dinner 

served at 5:30. Special guest speaker is Chris Boerger,  

Secretary of the ELCA and Guest Artist Svend RØnning. 

September 8 

 Festival Worship at 10:00 am followed by a catered luncheon 

 open to all. Final food preparation and table service will be by 

 members of the Crossover Ministries, the congregation that  

 worships in our chapel on Sunday  mornings. 

You are invited to participate in a Trinity Reunion Choir singing for the 

Centennial Celebration Worship Service on Sunday, September 8. There 

will be a Wednesday rehearsal: September 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the choir loft. 

Come, ready to sing! 
 

An historical booklet is coming, in connection with a new picture directory of 
the congregation (photo sessions will be in November).  

Please write a personal remembrance of your life at Trinity. Materials for 
writing your “My Story” contribution are in the Narthex. In lieu of using the 
forms provided, just e-mail your story to office@trinitylutheranparkland.org.  

Continue contributing to the Centennial Fund for the congregation and the 
community. May God continue to bless us in our life together in Him! 

          — Bob Olsen, 253-861-9225 



The Centennial Committee is please to announce that the Congregational 
Council has approved a Centennial spending project: replacing the outer doors 
and gardens at the east (chapel) end of the child care building. This will be paid 
for partly by memorial funds, partly by Centennial money already on hand, and 
the rest by funds yet to be given. Thank you for your giving, and we encourage 
you to keep it up. We are also planning giving to community projects -- your 

suggestions are welcome. 

Centennial Banquet Program Participants 

Reverend  
Wm. Chris Boerger 

Secretary of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America 

Keynote Speaker 

Svend RØnning 
Professor of Music,  

Pacific Lutheran University 

Guest Musician 

Keith Cooper 
Professor of  
Philosophy,  

Pacific Lutheran  
University 

& Trinity Member  

Master of Ceremonies 

 

It’s with great pleasure that we welcome Pastor Jeff Gaustad  
back from his Sabbatical on September first!  

Pastor, you have been missed! 

The stained glass windows in Trinity’s Chapel. 



 

THE GARFIELD STREET FAIR 

 

 

Trinity’s Reading Club gave away over 300 children’s books from Trinity’s booth. Diane 

Crews noted that the children were excited by and appreciative of the books. Thanks to 

all who donated and made this possible! 

With a nod to Trinity’s Centennial, a vintage ice cream truck provided treats to Fair attendees. 

Dick Myking playing his accordion as a feature of  

Trinity’s Fair Booth. 

Mitch Blakney & Alex Moat hand out water at  

Trinity’s Fair Booth. 



TRINTY’S ANNUAL WORSHIP IN THE PARK 

About 140 people gathered in Trinity’s Park for Worship on Sunday, August 18 

A special moment during worship: the baptism of Beau McLaughlin 



Worship Services in September  
 

Sundays at 10:00 am:  
 September 1 

 September 8 -  Centennial Observance 

Sundays at 9:00 & 11:00 am 

 September 15  

 September 22  

 September 29 

Come together for a 

Meet and Greet Lunch with  

Pastor Jonette 

All Trinity Women invited 
Hosted by your TLCW Board 

Thursday,  

September 12 

12 Noon 

Thompson Hall 

 



SEPTEMBER 2019 

 1 Ruth Tweeten 

3 Gayle Arbaugh 

3 Joan Holland 

3 Robert Drewes 

5 John Treado 

6 Chris Wahoviak 

6 Lisa Boers 

8 Jackson Nelson 

9 Kiri Kreamer 

9 Nancy Belle Skeels 

9 Sharon Treado 

10 Marty Akers 

10 Robert Olsen 

11 Lillian Buchanan 

11 Thomas Stenerson 

13 Mary Gentele 

14 Amber Coman 

14 Cordell Gregson 

14 Harold Thomas 

14 Jeff Bell-Hanson 

15 Eric Storaasli 

15 Fred Tobiason 

15 Rachael Langseth 

15 Vi Erickson  

16 Gladys Hoberg 

17 Dean Waldow 

17 Tayva Clardy 

19 Keith Cooper 

23 Carol Masengale 

23 Jackson DeJong 

24 Cheryl Weigel 

28 Cooper Sherry 

30 Sandra Jarchow 

Coming events … 
 

 

 Food Pantry Open: Sept 1, 3, 6, 10, 13, 15, 17, 
20, 22, 24, 27, 29 

 Dwight Zulauf Celebration of Life &  
Reception: Sept 1 

 Evangelism Committee:  Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 Sacred Harp Shape Notes Singing Group:  
Sept 1 

 Co-Dependency Anonymous (CODA):  Sept 1, 
8, 15, 22, 29 

 Office closed: No activities - LABOR DAY, 
Sept 2 

 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study:  
Sept 2, 16, 30 

 Volunteer Corps: Sept 3, 17 

 The Nurse Is In: Sept 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Stewardship Committee: Sept 3  

 Executive Committee: Sept 3 

 Al-Anon: Sept 3, 10, 17, 24 

 Exercise For Life: Sept 4, 6, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 
20, 23, 25, 27, 30  

 Reunion Choir Rehearsal: Sept 4 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Women (TLCW):  
Sept 5, 12 (This is the Meet & Greet) 

 Bazaar Planning Group: Sept 5 

 Senior Meal: Sept 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30 

 Centennial Banquet @ PLU: Sept 7 

 Festival Worship: Sept 8 

 Prayers For Healing: Sept 8, 22 

 Centennial Feast: Sept 8 

 Trinity Quilters: Sept 9, 16, 23, 30 

 Trinity Café Prep: Sept 9, 16, 23,  

 Senior Foot Care (Call 253-579-6000): Sept 10 

 Preservin’ Pierce Canning: Sept 10, 24 

 Finance Committee: Sept 10 

 Lunch In Trinity Café: Sept 11, 18, 25, 30 

 Facilities Management: Sept 11 

 Toastmasters: Sept 12, 26 

 Accordion Social: Sept 12 

 Scrappy Ladies Quilting: Sept 13, 27 

 FA Recovery Group: Sept 14, 21, 28 

 Esther Circle: Sept 19 

 Congregational Council: Sept 19 

 MOT Cemetery Clean-Up: Sept 21 

 Barter Faire: Sept 21 

 Childcare Book Fair: Sept 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 

 Cookies, Coffee & Conversation: Sept 25 

 Reading Club: Sept 26 

 Childcare Back to School Night: Sept 26 
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