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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 

 
Masks: Required. 

 
 Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like you do a 

hospital room).  
 Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please spread 

yourselves out in the space.  
 Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two locations at 

each side of  the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates upon entering/
exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion . 

 Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the bulletin.  
 Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose  

offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your  
statement of  giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are in the 
Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give  
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org     

SERVING TODAY: 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Director of  Music:  Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
Lectors: Lauren Stenerson, Bob Olsen, Cheryl Mays Comen, Pat Witt,  

Sue Ferber Goodspeed, Andrew Ehlers, Bill Habermann 
Prayer Leader: Virginia Garrison 
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Sally Goldyn 

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS: 
 
 Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk. 
 Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your  

participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff. 
 If  you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to  

introduce yourself  to the person at the information desk in the Narthex. 
 We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet activities area at the 

rear of  the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if   
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard  
over speakers. 

 If  you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to 
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Jonette Blakney at church, 253-537-
0201 X 104; or Interim Pastor Ron Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 X 108 or email:  
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor. 
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Throughout this bulletin:  
 

 C = Congregation           P = Presiding minister           L = Lector/Leader  
 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry hymnal) 
ACS: All Creation Sings (violet hymnal)   

 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE    Introduzione e Pastorale         Bernardo Pasquini (1637–1710)  
 
WELCOME 
 
BIDDING PRAYER 
P: Beloved in Christ, on this Christmas let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of  

the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come 
to pass, and the babe lying in a manger. 
 
Therefore let us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of  the loving purposes of  God from 
the first days of  our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of  the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among 
all people; for unity within the church Christ came to build, and especially in this, our own com-
munity. 
 
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the  
unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of  love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and 
in a greater light, that multitude which no human can number, whose hope was in the Word 
made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are on forevermore. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  Once in Royal David’s City        ELW 269 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Reading of  God’s Promises of  Blessing for the Whole Earth  
Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19  

L:  8They heard the sound of  the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of  the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of  the LORD God among 
the trees of  the garden. 

9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard 
the sound of  you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of  which I  
commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 

14The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all 
animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 
the days of  your life. 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your  
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
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17And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of  your wife, and have eat-
en of  the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of  it,’ cursed is the ground  
because of  you; in toil you shall eat of  it all the days of  your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of  the field. 19By the sweat of  your face you 
shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of  it you were taken; you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.” 

 Genesis 22:15–18 

L:  15The angel of  the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, “By  
myself  I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as 
the stars of  heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 
the gate of  their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of  the earth gain  
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 
HYMN               Savior of  the Nations, Come          ELW 263, sts. 1–2, 5 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

A Reading of  God’s Promise of  Redemption and Restoration, and the Annunciation 
     Isaiah 11:1–4 &  

 
L: A shoot shall come out from the stump of  Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of  his 

roots. 2The spirit of  the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of   
counsel and might, the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the Lord. 3His delight shall be in 
the fear of  the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of  
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of  his mouth, and with the breath of  his lips he 
shall kill the wicked.  
Luke 1:26–35, 38 
 

L: 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called  
Nazreth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the house of  David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of  greeting 
this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him  
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of  the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of  his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of  Jacob forever, 
and of  his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of  
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of  God. 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of  the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  
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HYMN    Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming       ELW 272, sts. 1–2, 4 
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A Reading of  God’s Promises Coming to Pass 
Luke 2:1–7 

L: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be  
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of   
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of   
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of  David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was  
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to  
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Luke 2:8–20 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of  great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of  
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of  cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest  
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
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HYMN    O Little Town of  Bethlehem            ELW 279, sts. 1–2 
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A Reading of  All Nations’ Wisdom Bowing Down to God’s Wisdom 
Matthew 2:1–11 

L:  In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of  the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief  
priests and scribes of  the people, he inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called 
for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
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HYMN     As with Gladness Men of  Old           ELW 302, sts. 1–3 
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A Reading of  the Word Become Flesh 
John 1:1–14 

L: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of  
all people. 

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8He himself  was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who  
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of  God, 13who were born, not of  
blood or of  the will of  the flesh or of  the will of  man, but of  God. 14And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of  a father’s only son, full of  
grace and truth. 

 
 
HYMN    Let Our Gladness Have No End       ELW 291 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of  the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins,  
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

(A list of  people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.) 
 
Each portion of  the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

L:   Lord, in your mercy,       
C:   Hear our prayer.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P:   The peace of  the Lord be with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 

We encourage “touch free” --  eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed on your heart with the words, 
“Peace be with you.” 
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Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN   Of  the Father’s Love Begotten     ELW 295  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P: Holy God, 

Your beauty shines forth from the manger 
and your love flows from the cross. 
as you gather us around these signs 
of  your love come among us, 
warm us to extend your care 
among the hungry and all in need.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of  the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of  faith to a new and radiant 
vision of  your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of  angels, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

P: 

C: 

P: 

P: 

C: 

C: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of  life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of  creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this to remember me. 
  

P:  Let us proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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P:  With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of  grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of  peace on earth. 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

P:  All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of  Israel, 
Word of  God incarnate, 
Power of  the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
C:   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table where Christ meets you. 
Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: God of  wonder, 
in Jesus we behold the light of  the world come near. 
As you have come among us now, 
send us out in joy, hastening to share 
the good news of  your love. 
We ask this in the name of  Jesus, 
through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P: God the Creator who delights in you, 

Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, 
☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN    Cold December Flies Away      ELW 299 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P:  Go in peace. Share the joy of  Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE         Noel, Grand jeu et Duo                Louis Claude Daquin (1694–1772) 
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Liturgy Credits  Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Four) © 2006, and Sundays and Seasons © 2021, published by Augsburg Fortress and 
reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
© 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn Credits  “Once in Royal David’s City”: text by Cecil Frances Alexander (1823–1895); music, IRBY, by Henry J. Gauntlett (1805–1876). Reprinted from the public 
domain. “Savior of the Nations, Come”: text attr. Ambrose of Milan (340–397), Martin Luther (1483–1546, tr. hymnal version; music, NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, 
J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbüchlein (1524), © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”: text, 
German carol 15th c., tr. sts. 1–2, Theodore Baker (1851–1934), st. 3, Harriet R. Krauth (1845–1925), st. 4, John C. Mattes (1876–1948); music, ES IST EIN ROS, Alte 
catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599, arr. Michael Praetorius (1571–1621). Reprinted from the public domain. “O Little Town of Bethlehem”: music by Phillips 
Brooks (1835–1893); music, ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner (1831–1908). Reprinted from the public domain. “As with Gladness Men of Old”: text by William C. Dix  
(1837–1898), alt.; music, DIX, Conrad Kocher (1786–1872). Reprinted from the public domain. “Let Our Gladness Have No End”: text, Bohemian carol15th c., tr.  
unknown; music, NARODIL SE KRISTUS PÁN, Bohemian carol, 15th c. Reprinted from the public domain. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”: text by Marcus Aurelius  
Clemens Prudentius (348–413), tr. composite; music, DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Plainsong mode V, 13th c. Reprinted from the public domain. “Cold December Flies Away”: 
text, Catalonian carol, tr. Howard Hawhee (b. 1953), © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; music, EL DESEMBRE CONGELAT, Catalonian carol.  
Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. 


