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Erling Alf Molver 
 
It has been a great flight!! Take-off began at 7:00 A.M. on August 4, 1934, in the kitch-
en at a house on 42nd and South Thompson Street in Tacoma. I think after that, my mom 
said, “One child is enough!” I lost my mother, Dagmar, as a result of a stroke when I 
was ten years old. My dad wondered what to do with me, so his brother Henrik said, 
“Come and live with us in Somers, Montana on Flathead Lake.” We moved to Somers 
in March of 1945 and lived there until December 1, 1945, when my dad said we are 
moving back to Langevag, Norway and lived on the family farm called Legane. I 
worked on the farm, fished, and went skiing. I did not go to school because I was told 
when I could speak fluent Norwegian, then I could go to school. Dad decided to come 
back to the USA November of 1946, and I lived with my aunt and uncle in Somers, 
Montana, again from sixth grade through eighth grade until May of 1949.  
 
In August of 1949, my dad bought Oak Harbor Bakery in Oak Harbor, Washington. I 
started Oak Harbor High School in September of 1949 and graduated in May of 1953. 
Throughout my life, I have enjoyed many sports from running track in high school 
where I was known as “The Flying Norwegian” to downhill skiing, tennis, boating, 
golfing, and fishing. 
 
After high school, The Korean War was going on, so I volunteered to start a pre-cadet 
training program in the United States Air Force but ended up in Air Traffic Control and  
Warning Systems. During my eight years with the Air Force, I was married but later 
divorced. However, I was blessed to have two amazing children: Darleen Doris and Eric 
Scott. 
 
I graduated from Western Washington College of Education in 1961 and went to work 
for Clover Park School District for 35 years (1962-1997) as a teacher and principal. I 
completed my Master’s in Education/Principal Credentials in 1972 at Eastern  
Washington University. I also taught English for Fort Steilacoom Community College 
on McNeil Island Penitentiary while helping to direct the school programs available on 
the island and taught summer courses for Western Washington University. 
 
I married my life companion, best friend, love of my life, and wife Susan in 1987.  
Susan retired in 1998 and we began travel adventures by RV, boat, planes, and cruises 
around the United States and overseas. I have been blessed with wonderful friends who 
have added such fun, laughter, support, and kindness. 
 
In 2001, I began work again as a substitute principal in Tacoma, Puyallup, and Franklin 
Pierce School Districts. I worked in forty-five different schools until 2018 and enjoyed 
meeting staff, students, and parents. Educating and supporting others was an important 
goal of mine during my career. 
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I am survived by my wife of 34 years, Susan, daughter Darleen (Sam) Earnest, son Eric 
(Desiree) Molver. A special bonus in life are our four wonderful grandchildren: Alicia 
(Brandon) Megrath, Justin Wimmer, Ally Molver, and Jensen Molver. On September 
28, 2021, our first great-grandson, Hayes, was born to Alicia and Brandon. I am also 
survived by two step-grandchildren, Ben and Jake Earnest and by my sisters-in-law: 
Mary Dorgan and Janet (Don) Monroe; brother-in-law John (Cindy) Howard; nephews: 
Bryon and Joel Dorgan, Jess (Jamie) Howard and Joshua Howard; nieces: Colleen 
Amates and Julie Moore; great nieces Emily Amates and Cameron Howard and great 
nephews Kyler Anderson, Lathan Dorgan and Jordan Howard. In addition, I leave many 
cousins/relatives both here in Washington and in Norway. 
 
I landed in Heaven on November 19, 2021. If you wish, donations could be made to 
Western Washington University School of Education, the Seattle Nordic Museum,  
Veterans of Foreign Wars, or the charity of your choice 
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Throughout this bulletin:  C: = Congregation   P: = Presiding Minister   L := Leader 

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship - the red hymnal in the bookrack 

                 
 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION  
P:  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, 

to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother  Erling Alf 
Molver, to give thanks for his life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  In his baptism, Erling was clothed with Christ. On the day of 
Christ’s coming, he shall be clothed with God's own glory. 

 
SOLO    Amazing Grace          Jon Rodin 
 
 

GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
READING  Psalm  23             Harry Sannerud  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  O God of grace and glory, 

we remember before you today our brother Erling. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
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in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
FAMILY REMEMBRANCES       
 Darleen Earnest, Eric Molver, Alicia Megrath, Justin Wimmer, Ally Molver, 
 Jensen Molver, Sam Earnest 
 
READING  1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 12-13        Ted Olson
    
GOSPEL John 14:1-6a         Pastor Ron Kempe 
 
MESSAGE              Pastor Ron Kempe 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  
 
Please be seated 

 

REMEMBRANCE        Tom Prentice 



6 

 

PRAYERS 
P:  Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”   

Jesus, fullness of compassion, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for Erling, and dry the tears of those who weep.  
Lord, in your mercy,          

C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Jesus, firstborn of the new creation, you raised the dead; give to Erling, our brother,  
 life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,    
C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Jesus, friend of sinners, you promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring Erling to 
the joys of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Jesus, wellspring of life, you washed our brother Erling in baptism and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit; give him communion with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Jesus, bread of life, you nourished Erling at your table on earth; welcome him at 
your table in the realm of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,             

C: hear our prayer.  

P:  Jesus, bright morning star, comfort us in our sorrows at the death of Erling:  
 let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Lord, in your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 

P:  Jesus, Lord of life, with the Father and the Spirit you have made us in your image to 
reflect your truth and light. We give you thanks for Erling, for the grace and mercy 
he received from you, for all that was good in his life, for the memories we treasure 
today…  

 God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of those 
who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your 
saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and 
especially those most dear to us who rest in you…  

 Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to 
do your holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and the Church in  
heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
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P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 
 

P:  Let us commend Erling to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
      Silence is kept. 

P:  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Erling.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your     
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of 
the saints in light. 

C:  Amen 

P: Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; 
    and let light perpetual shine on him. 
 
SOLO:    Beautiful Savior         Jon Rodin 
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SENDING 
 

P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
 

P:  Let us go forth in peace in the name of Christ. 
C:  Amen 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
You are invited to join Erling’s family and friends after the service for a time of  
refreshment and fellowship in Thompson Hall. A video of Erling’s life will be shown. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

serving in this worship 
Presiding Minister         The Rev. Ron Kempe 
Musician    Dr. Jonathan Wohlers, organist 
Soloist     Jon Rodin  
Scripture Readers   Harry Sannerud, Ted Olson  

Liturgy used in this worship is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and Renewing Worship, © 2002, administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 
reprinted under authority of Augsburg license number 15108-LIT. All rights reserved.   Scriptures, except 
where noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of  
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by  
permission.    


