
 

 

TRINITY WEEKLY NEWS     JUNE 12, 2022 

The month of June is Pride Month in the United States. Rainbow images, parades, picnics and other joyous cele-
brations abound. Even organizations like MLB, lift up Pride Month. This month commemorates decades of strug-
gle for civil rights and equal justice under the law for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer communi-
ty as well as celebrating the accomplishments and gifts of LGBTQ+ individuals.  

Wanting to devote this Pastor’s Message to Pride, I soon realized the importance of hearing the description and 
meaning of the month from the voice of an LGBTQ+ person. As I spoke with folks, I was particularly struck by this 
description: “Pride is a time to turn on its head everything you’ve been told about yourself that has made you feel 
small and ashamed and want to hide or hurt yourself and to say out loud, in public, ‘I’m going to love myself. I’m 
going to be who I am.” The reflection below is the voice of a 32-year-old Christian woman, who agreed to write 
for this space. My gratitude for her willingness to do this is huge. I pray you all receive this as a gift.  

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that re-
gion came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a de-
mon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she 
keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus an-
swered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instant-
ly. (Matthew 15:21-28) 

Same-sex marriage is legal throughout the United States. Target proudly sells merchandise with rainbows. Movies 
and TV shows with characters who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and many other permutations of sexu-
al orientation and gender identity (LGBTQ+) are more and more common. Yet, despite Pride Month growing in 
the public eye more each year, efforts to erode gains in equality match pace. LGBTQ+ people are still rejected by 
family, are the victims of violence, and many who were raised Christian wouldn't dare walk into a church.  

Thinking beyond parades and the overwhelming offering of 20% off Pride merchandise (with hostility looming 
nearby), what does it mean? Reflecting on this as a Christian brought to mind the story of the Canaanite woman 
in Matthew’s gospel. As a woman and gentile, she was not even supposed to talk to Jesus, yet she did not politely 
and demurely make a request of Jesus. She shouted, see me, help me, please! In a moment that feels shocking 
and contradictory to the Jesus we know, love, and follow, Jesus denies her. He doesn't make up an excuse or pre-
tend not to hear. He denies her by likening her to a dog begging for something for which it was not worthy.  

The woman responds in a surprising way. After being rejected, hurt, embarrassed, she doesn't back away, never 
daring to raise her voice again. Instead, she counters, there is space for me here. You can help me, Jesus. And 
then… we see Jesus moved to change and expand the flock he shepherds.  

The world has long made clear that LGBTQ+ people are not welcome. Among the loudest voices saying "send 
them away!" have been Christian voices. The easiest path of self-preservation for LGBTQ+ people would be to 
raise up our hands and say to the Church, "OK! we understand, we'll stop shouting after you hoping for a place 
among you." Why continue to fight to be a part of a community with so many that don't want you? In the face of 
a world telling LGBTQ+ people to be small and ashamed, why would we stand up, let alone celebrate? 

continued on next page 



 

SERVING THE PARKLAND COMMUNITY 

By sharing the use of Trinity’s facility, TLC supports many “outside” groups and services. 
Here is an idea of the variety of organizations that, in addition to the ministries of Trinity 
itself, use the facilities here: 

Accordion Social — use of Narthex/Sanctuary for bi-monthly music-making events 

Catholic Services Senior Meal Program — serving lunches for seniors Mondays 
and Fridays 

CoDA (Co-Dependents Anonymous) meets weekly in the Fireside Room 

Community Resources Volunteer — provides information and referral services 
on Tuesdays and Fridays in Thompson Hall 

Crossover Ministries — rents worship and meeting space (Chapel & Fireside 
Room) 

Exercise For Life — meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in Thompson Hall; 
video-based exercise sessions for seniors 

FA (Food Addicts in recovery anonymous) meets each Saturday morning in the 
Fireside Room (open to public) 

New Hope Mobile Shower Unit — uses space on TLC’s property to bring  
showering facilities to the homeless in this area the second Friday of each month 

Pacific Lutheran University 

 Music Program: Second-floor rooms in office wing used as teaching 
 space; sanctuary used as a space for recording music performances 
 and juried performances 

 Nursing Program: Use of Fireside Room for events 

Parkland Four Square Church — rents worship space in the Chapel Saturdays 

Preservin’ For Pierce — canning of fruits & veggies for Food Pantry and classes 
for community members in Thompson Hall & Kitchen 

Safe Streets Parkland holds monthly meetings in the Fireside Room to address  
community concerns 

Scrappy Ladies Quilting — an open-membership quilting group that meets in 
Thompson Hall one Friday evening a month 

Toastmasters uses the Fireside Room for bi-weekly meetings open to the public 

Tacoma Farmer’s Market Fresh Express — Local farmers bring produce to sell 
in Trinity’s Park weekly 

continued from front page 

I think one explanation for the persistence of the Canaanite woman and LGBTQ+ people seeking the com-
munity of Christ is that the promises of God are deeper than attitudes of any given time in human history. I 
am, we are, loved by God. Our names are written on the palm of God's hand. Amongst all the shouting of 
Pride Month - loud parties, advertisements, detractors - I pray we all remember the expansive promises of 
God, and as Jesus expanded his ministry, we continue to open our church doors ever wider to those whom 

we may feel don't belong.       Pastor Jonette Blakney 



    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In need of prayer                                             Submitted by In need of prayer                                                   Submitted by 

A. J. Null (severe injuries-motorcycle 
accident) 

Cheryl Mays Comen 

Barton Family (comfort & peace) Ehlers Family 

Betsy Henderson [Mother] (dementia) Jim Henderson 

Beth Rich (continued healing) Staff 

Bill (lost leg in motorcycle accident) Jo Jellen 

Bob & Alythea Dykeman (life  
changes, health) 

Jeanne Ehlers 

Bob Larid (heart condition) Sally Goldyn 

Carol Masengale (health) Roy Masengale 

Carmen (surgery) Nilda Ayuso 

Charles Seldomridge [Father] (peace 
& comfort) 

Arin Seldomridge 

Cheryl Weigel (healing, patience) Elaine Ramsay 

Cindy (surgery on 6/27) Ed Liebig 

Colin Kelly (end stage liver failure, 
hospice)   

Kevin Kelly  

Daniel (dialysis) Diane Crews 

David Armour (peace; diagnosis) Jeanne Ehlers 

Doris Steeg (peace & hope) Joanie Easterlund 

Eileen Scott (cancer/chemo) Kathryn Wright 

Elaine Ramsay (continued healing) Cheryl Weigel 

Evonne Wise [Mother] (health) Rebecca Drewes 

Gerod (surgery on neck/spine  
resulting in paralyzed arm) 

Sue Ferber  
Goodspeed 

Helen [Sister] (healing, recovery) Sue Ferber  
Goodspeed 

Jennifer Bannerman (health) Pastor Rick 

Jeremy Cathy (healing) Janice Shull 

Jim Steward [Brother] (cancer) Carol Masengale 

Joani Easterlund (peace & strength) Staff 

John Kramer (Strength to endure chemo) Kathryn Wright 

LaWanna Ahrendt [Mother] (health) Whitney Holland 

Leeve Aldrich [Cousin] (infection) Arin Seldomridge 

Lisa Armour (health; peace & strength) Jeanne Ehlers 

Lisa & Joshua (stable housing) Diane Crews 

Luella Edwards (health, eyesight) Frank Edwards 

Mallory Elliott [Cousin] peace & strength Lauren  Stenerson 

Mike Gooseman (Parkinson’s diagnosis) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Myron Thompson (health) Myron 

Nicholas [Son] (continued strength) Beth Rich 

Phil G. (addiction) Ely Smith 

Rich Smaby (Vietnam Vet. with ALS) Kathryn Wright 

Ricky Stewart (pancreatic disease) Nick Reynolds 

Roy Masengale (chemotherapy) Staff 

Scott Rodocker (healing) Beth Rich 

Shannon Lee (health) Shannon 

Sue Holt [Niece] (PMR & arteritis) Pat & Greg Durston 

Trinity Childcare & Preschool  
(increase in enrollment) 

Staff 

Trinity’/PLU LEAD Team (clarity of 
vision) 

Staff 

Xavier Bell [Grandson] (life choices) Greg & Pat Durston 

Zeth Wright (back pain) Diane Crews 

We pray for peace and comfort for Mary Gentele and her family at the death of her son-in-law, Don 
Manson. 

Thank you so much for including my husband Reg Lindsey on the prayer list these many weeks. He passed away 
on Tuesday [June 7, 2022]. We will greatly miss him, but we have the reassurance that he is now at peace,  
Linda Lindsey 



 

Trinity Open Kitchen 
Wednesdays at 12:00 Noon Trinity Open Kitchen is serving soup lunch 

 

June 15: Sauerkraut Salad, Pulled Pork, Cookie 
June 22: Pasties, Buttermilk Salad, Fruit 

June 29: Fajitas, Chips, Salad, Fruit 
 

All are welcome!  Spread the news!    Come as you are! 
 

FREE or Free-will offering 

Sunday, June 12   
 Worship Service 10:00  
 Live stream online at 10:00 
 Stewardship Meeting 11:30 T Hall 
 Food Pantry 12:00-2:00 
 Accordion Social 1:00—Sanctuary 
 CODA  6:30-8:00 Fireside Room 
 
Monday, June 13 
 Trinity Quilters 9:00 — Thompson  
 Hall cancelled for Vernal’s service 
 Exercise For Life 10:45— Thompson  
  Hall 
 Senior Meal TAKE OUT! 12:00-1:00— 
     121st St entrance PICK UP ONLY 
 Vernal Kensrud Memorial 1:00—  
  Sanctuary; Reception in  
  Thompson Hall 
 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study  
  5:30-7:00—208 Garfield 
 
Tuesday, June 14 
 Open Kitchen Prep 9:00– 12:00 —  
  Thompson Hall Kitchen 
 Food Pantry Open 11:00-3:00 
 Community Resources 1:00-3:00 —  
  Thompson Hall 
 Canning 1:00-6:00 —  
  Thompson Hall Kitchen 
 Transition Team 4:00— Thompson  
  Hall 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 

Wednesday, June 15 
 Open Kitchen Lunch Prep 9:00-12:00 
 Child Care Chapel 9:30-9:45—
  Sanctuary 
 Staff Meeting 10:00-11:15 —  
  Narthex 
 Exercise For Life 10:45 — 

Thompson Hall 
 Open Kitchen Lunch 12:00-1:00 — 

  Thompson Hall  
Thursday, June 16 
 Congregational Council 6:30 — 
  Thompson Hall 
 
Friday, June 17  
 Exercise For Life 10:45— 
 Food Pantry Open 11:00- 2:00 
 Rosalie Kuester 100th Party (next page) 

 Senior Meal In PERSON! 12:00-1:00  
  Thompson Hall  
 
Saturday, June 18 
 FA Recovery Group 8:00-9:45 — 
  Fireside Room 
 Cemetery Clean-Up 9:00-12:00 
 
Sunday, June 19—Father’s Day  
 Worship Service 10:00  
 Live stream online at 10:00 
 Food Pantry 12:00-2:00 
 CODA  6:30-8:00 Fireside Room 



SAVE THE DATE! 
You are invited to 
celebrate  
Rosalie Kuester’s 
100th Birthday 

On Friday,  
June 17th  
from 4:00 – 8:00 

At Marvel Café 
Banquet Room 
(Includes dinner) 

 301 133rd St S 

 Tacoma 98444 

RSVP: Eric at 253-226-4950 or 

Cheryl  at 253-426-2536 

Garfield Street Community 

Potluck 

Juneteenth Liberation  

Celebration 

Saturday, June 18th,  

beginning at 3:30 

across from Raina’s 

NEEDED: Greeting Cards of All Types 

Trinity’s “Keep In Touch” ministry uses 
greeting cards to wish people happy 
birthday and to let folks know they are 
missed and still thought about even 
though they’re no longer able to 
attend worship on a regular basis.  

If you have greeting cards at home that 
are languishing from lack of use, please 
drop them off at Pat Durston’s office. 
The cards will be put to good use in 
keeping in touch with those who are 
not forgotten! 



WORDS FROM OUR CHURCH STEWARD 

This week I have “heard” some things and I have “seen” some things. I have 

heard concerns that our congregation has become too small to support our 

needs. I have seen that everyone who can is responding with a little (or 

more, in some cases) extra giving! I have also seen, again, new faces at  

worship on Sunday!  I have seen a transition team meeting diligently and 

considering new ideas for this church of ours. I have heard conversations 

abuzz with ideas and energy, all around. 

This week we are experiencing a little bit of a catching up feeling. We are 

working with Trust Committee members and other committees to plan how 

we can cover our shortfalls for a period of time. They are looking at all our 

resources and understanding all the things that are at play. These things  

include an anticipated large grant from the Department of Commerce for 

renovations to the Childcare building, and an expected refund put in place 

to rebate a portion of employment taxes back to employers who retained 

all their staff through COVID. 

It is a wonderful time to be involved at Trinity. I will also call it a time to be 

rich soil here in our community. Please keep giving ideas and answers when 

asked for input. Be nourishing to these seeds of our future. Share enthusi-

asm with others you see and meet. Let us all do all we can. 

Thanks be to God! 

Cheryl Mays Comen 



Cemetery  
Clean-Up  

Saturday June 18th is the day 
for clean-up at the Trinity  
Cemetery. Any and all are  
welcome to volunteer! Just          
be at the cemetery at 9 am.  

 

 
TRINITY’S FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT:  Income and Expenses 

Last Week’s Deposit:    $    11,854.48  Deposit Details: 

               
2022 Budget Year to Date 
 
Budgeted Income         $   563,354.51 
Actual Income         $   419,986.83 
     
   
Budgeted Expense         $   586,310.94  
Actual Expense         $   523,600.37 
 

  Negative Balance       $    103,613.54
  

Ministry & Mission Offerings   $     7,425.60 

Capital Improvements $                     285.00 

Feeding Ministries $         437.12 

Special Gifts (various) $           82.50 

Designated Funds $           44.00 

Rental Income $     2,875.00 

Childcare Income  $        707.50 

Credit Card Fees $          - 9.28 
Fees Paid by Members     $             6.88 

TOTAL DEPOSIT $   11,854.48 

Next Week’s Readings:  Sunday, June 19:  
HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY   Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:19-28; 

Galations 3:23-29; Luke 8: 26-39 

Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study 

• The study is every other Monday night at 208 Garfield.  

• The next Bible Study is this Monday, June 13. 

• Times are always 5:30—7:00.  

• Contact Hank Mays (hank.mays@pepsico.com) if you have questions. 
        New attendees are always welcome. Join us! 

In-Person Attendance  
Sunday, June 5: 46 

TRINITY’S OPEN KITCHEN MENU: June 15th — Sauerkraut Salad, Pulled Pork, Cookie 

COME FOR LUNCH AT 12:00 ON WEDNESDAY  — Free or free-will offering 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR ANYONE 

All are Welcome Here! 



 
The Reverend Jonette Blakney x103 

Cell 253-318-5947 
prblakney@trinitylutheranparkland.org  

 

The Reverend Ron Kempe x108 
Cell 253-219-9621 

ronkempe@trinitylutheranparkland.org   
 

Music Director Dr. Jonathan Wohlers x114 
jwohlers@me.com 

 

Church Steward Cheryl Mays Comen  
Cell 253-426-2536 

business@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

 Administrative Assistant  Pat Durston x110 
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 

Operations Support Specialist Beth Rich x111  

admin@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 

Financial Secretary   253-666-3344                   Joan Oldag 
Maintenance  253-376-9304 (NEW #)                   Ed Kane 
Sound Engineer                     Lowell Kiesow 
Sound Technician                                           Russ Floyd 
Custodians                          Harold Thomas, Lori Titus 
Cemetery Maintenance                                 Eric Kuester 

Cemetery Contact: business@trinitylutheranparkland.org        

                             Cheryl Mays Comen 

 

Trinity’s Feeding Ministry on Instagram 
trinityfeedingministry 

 

 

TLC Preschool & Childcare  
Director  253-535-2699  Karen Curtiss 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

 
12115 Park Ave S., Tacoma WA  

98444 
www.trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: M-F 9 - 4   
Summer Hours: M-F 9-3 

 

CONTACT US AT TRINITY 
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

253-537-0201 
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