
 

 

TRINITY WEEKLY NEWS   OCTOBER 30, 2022 

Shaping Our Future with Generosity 
This is the third personal story about generosity pointing to the generosity we have already 

been experiencing, but also points us to envision a strong future.  

 

Generosity is a quality many have. It’s mentioned in the bible several times.  With God’s 
guidance many of us live our lives generously by giving or performing acts of kindness. We 
see this often at Trinity. Our ministries go on every day with volunteers some from our 
church and some from our community. These dedicated servants give their time and labor. 
It’s not easy giving up a day or two of your time each week to make sure others have food, a 
quilt or school supplies. Some give their time on Sundays to make sure the service goes 
smoothly.  
 
Revelation 3:20 They are challenged to repent, and the image of Jesus standing at the door 
is a way of calling those who already consider themselves Christians to a renewed  
commitment to the faith. 
 
It was late. I was tired and cold. It was Monday night in the airport, and I was trying to get 
home. To top it off, my flight was delayed. Not by a lot, but enough to be annoying. 
I decided to swing by a coffee shop and pick up the ultimate comfort drink—a hot cocoa. I 
tried one of the chain places and they didn’t offer it. Still another was closing. 
Finally, I found one little store that seemed the perfect spot. But their door was only halfway 
open. I squeezed inside and the manager told me politely they were also closing. 
Maybe it was something in my eye, weary as it was, but she asked, “But what do you need?” 
“Just a hot cocoa,” I replied. She smiled and said, “Well, if that’s all, we’ll do it!” And she 
commenced—heating, stirring, even dropping in a little cinnamon and whipped cream. We 
exchanged small talk. I told her I was a traveler just trying to get home, and that it had been 
a long day! 
She presented my drink and said with a smile, “Hot chocolate with love!” I laughed, smiled 
and exited the still half-open door. 
 

 Continued on the next page. 



Continued from Generosity article. 

It doesn’t take much to be generous. A few extra minutes, hot chocolate and love. 
Today, wherever you are, whatever circumstances you’re dealing with, take a moment to 
really appreciate this gift we call life, and applaud. Then do your best to give back to life.  
Do something – anything – to show your gratitude for this imperfect miracle you’ve been  
given. Be kind to a stranger, create something others can use, be loving to your family… 
make a difference in your own unique way. Let your appreciation fuel your kindness and  
generosity. And let doing so change your life. 
 

Luke 10: 25-57 Volunteering with an organization you’re passionate about is a great way to 
find a deeper connection to the cause. And sometimes — as in the story of the  
Good Samaritan — the opportunity is right there in front of you, without your having to 
search for it. 
 

Jump in with whatever you should give — money, time, skills — and see what God will do 
both in you and through you. 
 

Luke 8: 1-3 There are no high and lofty requirements to generosity. Just give. 
         Steve Ostrander 

Four Hands and Four Feet! Oh My! 

Sunday, Nov. 13 at 3:00 P.M. Trinity’s Director of Music, Jonathan Wohlers, together 
with Naomi Shiga will be the featured artists on the Richard D. Moe Organ Recital Series in  
Lagerquist Hall at PLU. Jon and Naomi would like to extend a personal invitation to the  
people of Trinity to listen to an exploration of works from the unique and delightful organ 
duet repertoire, including a transcription of Jean Sibelius's Finlandia on PLU's renowned  
Paul Fritts & Co. organ. Don’t miss it! 

Adult Faith Formation 
11:30 am Sunday, November 6  

The Gift of Baptism 
All are invited, especially those considering being baptized, or having their children  
baptized. 

In the midst of his faith struggles, Martin Luther is reported to have found consolation in 
telling himself, “I am baptized.” Remembering the promises of God embodied in the  
water and the Word of God gave him hope and courage in tumultuous times. In this ses-
sion we will look at the roots of Christian baptism and its meaning for our life today. We 
will seek to respond to questions participants may have about baptism. Please join us. 

https://www.marcandangel.com/2020/03/11/the-art-of-being-grateful-on-really-hard-days/


Trinity Early Learning Center is hiring now for: Kitchen Manager/Breaker,  
Program Supervisor, Preschool Lead Teacher, and Substitutes.  If you or  
someone you know may be interested, please contact the director, Karen 
Curtiss, at director@trinitylutheranparkland.org.  Thanks! 

 

This weekend will mark the 505th Anniversary of the Reformation.  
 
We always celebrate Reformation with special touches at the service. This year, because we 
are in a mode to expand “outside our box” and try some new things, we are experimenting 
with a weekend of casual and fun get togethers—celebrating Reformation, Octoberfest style! 
Saturday night the 29th, we are providing an authentic German meal of Rouladen and Himmel 
und Erde. We will sit in table groups at the round tables and discuss a very wide and  
somewhat random selection of topics with our table groups. This replicates a custom of  
Martin Luther to have various groups of people at dinner while he lived in an abandoned 
monastery. Apparently this very spacious building was almost constantly filled by all sorts of 
people, guests from near and far. About 5:00 in the afternoon supper was served in Luther’s 
household. This meal was often shared by exiled clergymen, escaped nuns, government  
officials, visitors from abroad and colleagues of Luther in the university who frequently 
stopped in. The relaxed atmosphere and the warm hospitality of the home was conducive to 
spirited conversation. A friend of Luther’s, John Malthesius commented, “We used to call his 
conversation the condiments of the meal because we preferred it to all spices and dainty 
food!” 
 

All I am asking of you is to consider coming, step out in a spirit of adventure. Where could 
this lead our community? We are an inter-generational group, but we think we have enough 
in common and enough to learn that this evening could be rich in many ways! 
 

Details: 
5:00 Dinner followed by conversation and then, dessert! Thompson Hall --Festive! 
 

Then, Sunday, we will finish off our weekend of festivities by sharing a lunch of Brats and 
Crock Pot Foods. Can you provide something? Are you a crock pot aficionado? We had 
yummy selections at Pastor Gaustad’s going away—can we do it again? 

mailto:director@trinitylutheranparkland.org


    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In need of prayer                                               Submitted by 

A.J. Null (continued healing) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Alythea Dykeman (life changes, health) Jeanne Ehlers 

Bev Hilleary (healing & strength) Wanda Wentworth 

Bill (prosthetic replacement for lost leg) Jo Jellen 

Bob & Faith Davis (healing, wellness) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Carol Masengale (health) Roy Masengale 

Connie Hall (treatment) Pastor Jonette 

Daniel (dialysis) Diane Crews 

Evonne Wise [Mother] (health) Rebecca Drewes 

Gary Jose (medical tests) Staff 

Gerod (arm paralysis) Sue Ferber  
Goodspeed 

Gethers Family, especially Ernest 
& Catherine 

Jeanne Ehlers 

Hiwot [Daughter] (life challenges) Tam Leitch 

Jason (mental health) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Jennifer (heart issues) Diane Crews 

Jessica (rehab) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Jim Steward [Brother] (cancer) Carol Masengale 

John Kramer  (miracle of healing) Kathryn Wright 

Lawrence (cancer/surgery) Catholic Comm.  
Services  Workers 

Luella Edwards (health, mobility &  
eyesight) 

Frank Edwards 

Mallory Elliott [Cousin] peace & strength Lauren  Stenerson 

Marilyn Hilsen (home hospice) Ken Calkins 

  

In need of prayer                                                   Submitted by 

Marlene Hayden (hip pain) Diane Crews 

Monica (stability) Staff 

Nicholas [Son] (live life joyfully) Beth Rich 

Phil G. (addiction) Ely Smith 

Raenea (peace & comfort) Jo Jellen 

Randi Holland (treatment) Pastor Blakney 

Ray Shjerven, Sr. (peace & comfort) Pastor Jonette 

Rich Smaby (Vietnam Vet. with ALS) Kathryn Wright 

Rick Swenson (continued recovery) Staff 

Rosalie Kuester (healing at home) Eric Kuester 

Rosie Paolino (thanksgiving for 

 improvements) 

Staff 

Roy Masengale (peace & comfort) Staff 

Sara & Ed Kramer (Sara entering 
memory care) 

Jo Jellen 

Scott Rodocker (peace & comfort) Beth Rich 

Shannon Lee (health) Shannon 

Shirley Mayer (strength & mobility) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Those experiencing  
homelessness 

Staff 

Trinity Early Learning Center 
(positive decisions on the grant applications 
submitted for the renovations ) 

Staff 

Troy Mueller (safe deployment) Daria Mueller 

Wolfgang Lendowski (return of  
physical strength) 

Kathryn Wright 

Xavier Bell [Grandson] (well-being) Greg & Pat Durston 

TRINITY CHOIR continues each Sunday:  
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with  

gladness: come before his presence with singing."   
Fall is here! we have been looking forward to the return of the choir to worship at Trinity. 
Since September 4 singers have been arriving at 9am for a rehearsal in the balcony, and 
singing at the 10:00 service. Don’t give up. Let’s keep working to form the habit again—

anyone who loves to sing is more than welcome! Come one, come all! 



THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 

Sunday, October 30 Reformation Sunday 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:00 - Balcony 
 Worship Service 10:00 (Blessing of LWR  
  Quilts & Kits) 
 Live stream online at 10:00 
 “Pots & Brats” Reformation  
  Celebration - 11:30  
  Thompson Hall 
 Food Pantry 12:00-2:00 
 Accordion Social 1:00-Fireside Room 
 CODA Meeting 6:30-Fireside Room 
Monday, October 31   
 Trinity Quilters 9:00-Thompson Hall 
 Packing & Shipping of Quilts & Kits 9:00 
—  Narthex & Sanctuary 
 Exercise for Life 10:45- 
  Thompson Hall 
 Senior Meal 12:00 - Thompson Hall 
 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study 5:30 - 
 208 Garfield  

Tuesday, November 1 
 Open Kitchen Prep 9:00- 12:00 -  
  Thompson Hall Kitchen 
 Food Pantry Open 11:00-2:00 
 Canning 1:00 - Thompson Hall Kitchen
 Safe Streets 6:30-Fireside Room 
Wednesday, November 2 
 Children’s Chapel 9:30-Sanctuary 
 Staff Meeting 10:00-Narthex 
 Exercise For Life 10:45 - 
  Thompson Hall 
 Open Kitchen Lunch 12:00-1:00 -  
  Thompson Hall 
Thursday, November 3  
 TLCW Board Meeting 10:00 - Fireside  
  Room 
 Trinity & PLU YARN Group 4:00 -  
  Narthex 
Friday, November 4 
 Ship Quilts & Kits 9:00-Narthex 
 Prayers For the World 10:30 - PLU  
  Red Square 
 Exercise For Life 10:45-Thompson  
  Hall 
 Food Pantry Open 11:00 - 2:00 
 Senior Meal 12:00-1:00 - 
  Thompson Hall  

TODAY:  Jo Jellen will be in the  
Narthex with handouts for the  
Bazaar Bakery. Please Bake! 

Saturday, November 5 
 FA Recovery Group 8:00-Fireside Room 
Sunday, November 6 All Saints Sunday 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:00 - Balcony 
 Worship Service 10:00 
 Live stream online at 10:00 
 Adult Faith Formation: The Gifts of  
  Baptism 11:30 - Fireside Room 
 Food Pantry 12:00-2:00 
 CODA Meeting 6:30—Fireside Room 



The Food Pantry has need of someone that has 1-2 hours the fourth Saturday of each 
month to pick up bread from Franz Bread on 112th and Golden Given. I am willing to go 
with you the first time so you will know where to go and what to do. Please notify  
Virginia Garrison 253-471-9569 if interested. 

FROM THE PANTRY: 
Seeking a Home Delivery Driver. This position entails delivering groceries from the food 
pantry twice a month to neighbors who are unable to leave their homes or are without 
transportation. The drivers usually deliver to 2-4 households in the Parkland area. Please 
contact Wanda Wentworth at 253-820-2764 or wentwowm@plu.edu  Thank you so much 
for considering being a part of this Trinity community outreach program. 
 

Do you notice the morning chill in the air? It is that time of year when our thoughts turn to 
helping our neighbors stay warm and dry. Beginning this month, Trinity's Feeding Ministry 
plans to have socks, mittens, and stocking hats available to distribute to our guests.  

We seek donations of these items for women, men, and  
children.  Please bring items to the church or call to have a volunteer 
pick up your donations. 

 

Do you know your Food Pantry sees over 500 families a month? 
With the holidays soon approaching, we need your help. Our goal is to 
provide a special Holiday Meal for all our families. Donations needed: 

 Gravy mix, stuffing mix, clementine oranges, ham and turkey. 

If it’s easier for you, cash donations are always welcome; we can do the 
shopping for you! Designate “Holiday Meat” on your check or donation  
envelop. 

Thank you for all you do to support us and the families we serve! 

        Food Pantry Volunteers 

mailto:wentwowm@plu.edu


 FRIDAY PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD 
10:30-11:00 AM  

in PLU’s Red Square 

No sessions Nov 11 or 25 

Last session for this semester is 12/9; 
they will resume 2/10/2023. 

SOMETHING NEW 
As you see, there is a different twist to the Annual Bazaar this year. ‘Quilts and 
Textiles’ will feature quilts, fabric, quilt blocks, kits, tools and related books. 
Please tell your friends about this one-time feature and shop for unusual gifts. 
Also, there is still time to donate fabric and quilting related items. Questions? 
Talk to Juanita Stalwick.—See you at the Bazaar on November 12th. 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 6TH 

On this Sunday we give thanks to God for all the Saints of the Church who have come  

before us. They have enriched our lives and provided examples of God’s love on earth. 

We’ll be recognizing especially those from our community who have died since last 

year’s All Saints Day; it is also a time for each of us to remember those of particular im-

pact on our lives. Please bring to the church during the week (Monday-Friday, 9 am-4 

pm) or bring next Sunday a photo of those you wish to honor this day. 

Photos will be kept on display until November 20th. They will be kept in the church 

offices for you to pick up the following week. Thank you for sharing your Saints with 

the rest of us! 

TRINITY LUNCH 

Come for lunch and fellowship! Join us in Thompson Hall on Wednesday at Noon.  
This Wednesday’s menu: 

BBQ’d Short Ribs, Seasoned Rice, Veggies, Raspberry Almonette 





Trick or Treat on Garfield Street is Coming! 
Donations box is in the Library. Please give. 
 Thanks! Diane Crews 

BOOKS!  BOOKS!  BOOKS! 

Book Sale in the Library on Saturday, 
November 12th. To donate books, contact 
Diane Crews at 253-537-0201. 

Promised Land is a social justice documentary 
that follows two tribes in the Pacific Northwest: 
the Duwamish and the Chinook, as they fight for 
the restoration of treaty rights they've long been 
denied.   

 
See this film Oct.29 at 2 pm  

in the Fireside Room! 

TLCW-Sponsored and Open to All.  

2022 ANNUAL MISSION & MINISTRIES CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, November 20th is the date set for our congregation’s annual meeting to  

celebrate our Mission and Ministries. Plan to attend the meeting after worship that  

Sunday and hear about how Trinity has met its challenges of serving and providing for 

our neighbors in need, for caring for the worship life of this parish, providing support for 

the surrounding community and tending to the care of our facilities and property.  

 

If you fill a leadership role in one of our ministry groups, please submit your annual  

report to Pat Durston at office@trinitylutheranparkland.org by end of business on  

Monday, November 7th. Thank you! (And a big thank you to those of you who have  

already submitted their report!) 



We are celebrating this weekend, celebrating how rich a God our God is! God gives us 

enough and plenty in so many ways!  He gave us Christ and how can we want for more? All 

that we will share together, in time spent, in food and conversation that nourishes us will 

come from generosity and from the belief that giving and sharing is our ministry and our 

mission.  

This weekend, let us remember how all our times together in simple pleasures like eating 

and sharing stories with each other were withheld from us in a way, for over a year, maybe 

closer to two. Now that we have opportunity to enjoy the kinds of moments or hours we’ve 

missed, let’s recognize it for the wealth it is! Being lavished upon us. 

Yes, to all of us who may be saying, “I thought we were struggling from financial shortfall…” 

Indeed, our cash flow is seeming short, frightening us with thoughts of not having enough. 

To that I say, we have generosity. Among us and all around us, generosity is evident in all 

sorts of forms. And we have God’s most steadfast generosity. Something to celebrate. 



 

TRINITY’S FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT:  Income and Expenses 

Last Week’s Deposit:    $8,241.48  

      Deposit Details: 

2022 Budget Year to Date 
 

Budgeted Income         $ 1,069,417.58 
Actual Income         $ 1,004,469.40 
     
   
Budgeted Expense         $ 1,101,906.72  
Actual Expense         $ 1,062,528.82 
 

  Deficit Balance              $     (58,059.42) 

Ministry & Mission Offerings   $         5,055.00 

Capital Improvements $             135.00 
Feeding Ministries $             105.00 

Special Missions (various) $               40.00 

Special Gifts (various) $               32.50 

Designated Funds $               19.00 

Rental Income $         1,800.00 

Learning Center Income $         1,063.40 

Credit Card Fees $              (8.97) 
Fees paid by member $                 0.55 
TOTAL DEPOSIT $         8,241.48 

Reformation/Octoberfest  

Sign ups are in the Narthex for Table Leaders (Saturday),  
Crock Pot Chefs (Sunday)  

and setup/kitchen help (Saturday & Sunday) 

Saturday, October 29 (special invite to PLU students) 

Dinner & Table Talk 

Sunday after church—Music, Pots & Brats 

(Crock Pots full of all kinds of good things) 

Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study 
• The study is every other Monday night at 208 Garfield.  

• The next Bible Study is Monday, October 31st. 

• Times are always 5:30—7:00.  

• Contact Hank Mays (hank.mays@pepsico.com) if you have questions. 
        New attendees are always welcome. Join us! 

Next Week’s Readings: Sunday, November 6:  

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; 
Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 

 

In-Person Attendance  
Sunday, October 23: 82 



 The Reverend Jonette Blakney x103 

Cell 253-318-5947 
prblakney@trinitylutheranparkland.org  

 

The Reverend Ron Kempe x108 

Cell 253-219-9621 
ronkempe@trinitylutheranparkland.org   

 

Congregational Council President Steve Ostrander  
Cell 253-847-3905 

steveo471@yahoo.com 
 

Music Director Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
jwohlers@me.com 

 

Church Steward Cheryl Mays Comen  
Cell 253-426-2536 

business@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

 Administrative Assistant  Pat Durston x110 
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 

Operations Support Specialist Beth Rich x111  

admin@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

Community Resources Coordinator                Karalee James  
 360-919-3762 

Ministry Assistant     406-837-4446        Logan VanDenburg 

Financial Secretary   253-666-3344                            Joan Oldag 
Maintenance  253-376-9304                 Ed Kane 
Sound Engineer                           Lowell Kiesow 
Sound Technician                                             Russ Floyd 
Custodians                               Harold Thomas, Lori Titus 
Cemetery Maintenance                                    Eric Kuester 

Cemetery Contact: business@trinitylutheranparkland.org        

                                 Cheryl Mays Comen 
 

Trinity’s Feeding Ministry on Instagram: 
trinityfeedingministry 

 

Trinity Early Learning Center  
Director  253-535-2699  Karen Curtiss 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

 

12115 Park Ave S., Tacoma WA  
98444 

www.trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: M-F 9 - 4   
 

CONTACT US AT TRINITY 
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

253-537-0201 
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