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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 
Masks recommended for at risk individuals.  

 

Trinity’s mask policy is consistent with current CDC guidelines. Please follow your own sense of 
best practice for your health’s sake. Mask wearing may still be requested for certain ministry events 
or in some areas of the building, such as private offices or workspaces.  Stay up to date with  
Covid-19 vaccines, and stay home if you have symptoms. Thank you for your patience and  
cooperation as we continue to navigate through this time.  

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS: 
 
 

 We’re happy to have you present with us today. If you are worshiping at Trinity for the 
first time, or visiting, introduce yourself. 
 

 Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your participation in  
worship today and to communicate with the staff. Either give the card to one of the  
pastors or put it in the offering plate. 
 

 We value having children in our worship services. Children are invited to come forward 
for the Children’s Message when it’s announced. There is a quiet activities area at the 
rear of the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if  
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard over 
speakers. 
 

 Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk. 
 

 If you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to 
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Jonette Blakney at church, 253-537-
0201 X 104; or Interim Pastor Ron Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 X 108 or email:  
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor. 
 

 Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose  
offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your  
statement of giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are 
in the Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give  
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org     
 

 Trinity also provides opportunities for you to contribute your time and talents in service 
to our Lord: please use a pew card to indicate your wish to offer your time/talents in 
any of the following: Worship Assistants (readers, prayer leaders, communion service),  
Facilities or Grounds upkeep; Food Pantry/Feeding Ministry;  Lutheran World Relief  
personal care/child care preparation, quilt-making, among so many other things. 
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In this bulletin: Leader (plain print) Congregation (bold print) 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE    Little Partita on “Veni, veni, Emmanuel” James Woodman (b. 1957) 
 

WELCOME 
Please stand as you are able 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS               

The assembly stands. 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩ in remembrance of baptism. 

Blessed by the Lord, the God of Israel, 
Who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
And confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 

 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement  
 

We acknowledge that Trinity Lutheran Church is on the traditional territory of the 
Nisqually, Puyallup, Squaxin Island, Steilacoom and Muckleshoot people who, prior to 
the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 which removed native people to clear way for  
colonial settlement, lived on and cared for this land nourished by what we now call 
Chambers Creek Watershed as their ancestral home. We send gratitude to these native 
people who continue to be stewards of the land and leaders for justice in our  
community today. 
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God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH       Daria, Ezra & Victoria Mueller 
 
HYMN FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Sung first by the cantor, then repeated by all.  
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GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel,          ELW 257 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
The cantor sings the verses; all respond with “Lord, have mercy.”  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 2:1-5  
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a  
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
 

Word of God, Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 122 Choir sings Refrain, all repeat; Choir sings the verses; all sing Refrain. 
REFRAIN 

1I was glad when they said to me, 
     “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
2Now our feet are standing  
     within your gates O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built as a city  
     that is at unity with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
     the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
     the thrones of the house of David.  Refrain 
 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
     “May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls 
     and quietness within your towers. 
8For my brethren and companions’ sake, 
     I pray for your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
     I will seek to do you good.”  Refrain 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 
coming in the future. 

A reading from Romans. 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night 
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All sing Alleluia; the cantor sings the verse; all repeat Alleluia.  

 
Verse:   Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  (       Ps. 85:7) 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 24:36-44  

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our 
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, 
because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                      Pastor Ron Kempe 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers              ELW 244 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (A list of people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.) 
 
Following the cantors’ lead, the hymn is sung to begin the prayer, then is repeated following each petition. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say 
“Peace be with you” or similar words. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Please place your tithes, gifts and Welcome Card in the offering plate or give to an usher. 
 
OFFERTORY Sleepers, Wake! (from Cantata 140)    Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)  
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE Create in Me a Clean Heart  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
You make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Be strong and do not fear. Here is  your God, who has come to save you. 

COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. Here are some ways to commune: 
- When you receive the wafer, you may eat it immediately and then drink from the large chalice; 

Or you may take the wafer and then dip it into either the small chalice of wine or grape 
juice; 

- If you prefer only a blessing, simply keep your hands folded.  
- If needed, ask for a “gluten free wafer” (no gluten, wheat, casein, dairy, yeast, egg, soy, nut, corn and 

low protein) 
 
Afterwards, please use the side aisle to return to your seat.   
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   Creator of the Stars of Night    ELW 245 
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BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you 
in his grace 
Amen  
 
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, brining heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  ELW 435 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Awake, the Voice Is Calling)          Max Reger
                  (1873–1916) 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVING TODAY: 
 Presiding and Preaching  Minister: The Rev. Ron Kempe   

Director of Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
Cantors: Maya Adams, Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson  

Lector: Andrew Ehlers 
Prayer Leader: Diane Floyd 

Sound and Video Production: Lowell Kiesow, Russ Floyd  
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Steve Ostrander 

Bread Baker: Carmela Paolino 
Hospitality: Marlene Myking 
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Liturgy Credits  Portions of this liturgy are from Music Sourcebook for All Saints through Transfiguration © 2013, 
Gospel Acclamations for Advent–Transfiguration © 2006, and Sundays and Seasons © 2022, published by Augsburg 
Fortress and reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT, all rights reserved, and St. 
Martin’s Psalter, by Thomas Pavlechko, used with permission by St. James Music Press, license #7281. Reprinted 
scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn Credits  “We Are Awaiting the Coming”: text and music | Paul Friesen-Carper, © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: text | Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710, tr. composite, sts. 2, 6, 7, © 
2006 Augsburg Fortress; music, | veni, emmanuel, French processional, 15th c. “Turn to Us Again: Kyrie for Ad-
vent”: text and music | Ryan Hostler (based on Psalm 85: 4, 7, 9), © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. “Rejoice, Rejoice, Be-
lievers”: text | Laurentius Laurenti (1660–1722), tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823–1907); music | haf trones lampa färdig, 
Swedish folk tune. “Advent Prayer Response”: text | traditional; music | Ryan Hostler, © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”: music | J. A. Freylinghausen (1670–1739). “Lamb of God”: music | Bread of Life, 
Jeremy Young (b. 1948), © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. “Creator of the Stars of Night”: text | Latin hymn, 9th c., tr. 
Hymnal 1940, alt., © 1940 Church Pension Fund; music | conditor alme siderum, Plainsong mode IV. “Jesus Shall 
Reign”: text | Isaac Watts (1674–1748), alt.; music | duke street, attr. John Hatton (d. 1793). Hymns reprinted under 
authority of OneLicense.net #A-706935 and from the public domain. 


