
  

 

 

In Loving Memory 

Inger Gregersen 
06/16/1926 - 10/01/2022  

Trinity Lutheran Church 
12115 Park Avenue South 

Tacoma, Washington 
 

3:00 PM  -  December 20, 2022 

Photo taken near Inger’s home in Norway. 
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Throughout this bulletin:  C: = Congregation   P: = Pastor  

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship - the red hymnal in the bookrack 
   
PRELUDE              

 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION  
P:  Welcome in the name of  Jesus, the Savior of  the world. We are gathered 

to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before 
God our sister Inger, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our 
merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of  the Father, we too 
might live a new life. For if  we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. In her 
baptism, Inger was clothed with Christ. On the day of  Christ’s coming, 
she shall be clothed with God's own glory. 

 
HYMN    Beautiful Savior     
The congregation is invited to sing the first verse in Norwegian, then sing the other verses 
in English. 

Deilig er jorden, 
prektig er Guds himmel, 

skjønn er sjelenes pilgrimsgang. 
Gjennom de fagre 

riker på jorden 
går vi til paradis med sang. 
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EULOGY                      Sissel Barrett 
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READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3                     Heather Liv Melver 
The spirit of  the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the  
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the  
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor, and the day of   
vengeance of  our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those 
who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of  ashes, the oil of  
gladness instead of  mourning, the mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of  righteousness, the planting of  the Lord, to  
display his glory.  
 
Psalm 121          Annelise McDougall 
 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on 
and forevermore. 
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I Corinthians 15:51-57          Saskia Melver  
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be 
changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts 
on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the say-
ing that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victo-
ry.” 55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” 56The sting of  death is sin, and the power of  sin is the law. 57But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
SOLO Den store hvite Flok (Behold, the Host) Marty Peterson 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 14:1-6      
      
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If  it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if  I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 

4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 
 
HOMILY              The Rev. Philip Nesvig 
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HYMN   Amazing Grace 

 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of  the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

When the pastor says, “Lord, in your mercy.” 
The people respond, “hear our prayer.” 

 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Fader vår, du som er i himmelen.   

La ditt navn holdes hellig.   
La ditt rike komme.  
La din vilje skje på jorden som i himmelen.  
Gi oss i dag vårt daglige brød. 
Forlat oss vår skyld, som vi og forlater våre skyldnere.  
Led oss ikke inn i fristelse, men frels oss fra det onde. 
For riket er ditt, og makten og æren i evighet.  Amen. 



8  

 

COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 
 

P:  Let us commend Inger to the mercy of  God, our maker and redeemer. 
      Silence is kept 

 

P:  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Inger.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of  your own fold, a 
lamb of  your own flock, a sinner of  your own redeeming. Receive her 
into the arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of  everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of  the saints in light. 

C: Amen 

P: Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; 
    and let light perpetual shine on her. 
 
HYMN   How Great Thou Art   
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BENEDICTION 
P:  The God of  peace—who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great shepherd of  the sheep, through the blood of  the  
everlasting covenant—make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. 
C: Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

You are invited to join family and friends in Thompson Hall  
following today’s service for a time of  fellowship  

and remembrance. 
 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:  The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Preaching Minister: The Rev. Philip Nesvig 
Director of  Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 

Sound and Video Production: Lowell Kiesow 
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Inger Gregersen (Steinsvik) 06/16/1926 - 10/01/2022  
 

Inger was born in Bø i Vesterålen, 
Norway and passed away in Tacoma, 
WA. 
 
Inger was born in her grandparents’ 
home and grew up on a small  
neighboring farm where her father 
fished and farmed. The Nazi  
Occupation of  WWII stymied her 
studies. After the war she completed 
a cooking and kitchen management 
course of  studies and worked in a 
private home in Oslo, Norway.  

 
 
 

On a visit back to Bø, she met Guttorm at a holiday party. He was a  
handsome young Norwegian American who had served in the US Army. 
They began a courtship and in 1949 they tied the knot. They started their 
married life in Oslo where their daughter Gerd-Inger was born. 
 

In 1951 Inger immigrated to the United States with Guttorm and  
Gerd-Inger. They lived in Tacoma where Guttorm was a Pacific Lutheran 
University graduate student and then an elementary teacher with Tacoma 
Public Schools. Inger and Guttorm became faithful members of  Trinity  
Lutheran Church at this time. Their second child, Paul Arne Gregersen was 
born in 1955. They built their home on Wheeler Street, a yellow house with 
a white picket fence around a yard filled with beautiful flowers and a  
blueberry bush. 
 

From 1957-1966 Guttorm was principal for Department of  Defense 
Schools in France and Germany, so the family made many visits to Norway 
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during that period and appreciated exploring a variety of  countries in  
Europe. Inger loved looking for treasures in antique stores, shopping in 
markets and experiencing new cultures. The family often traveled with their 
three room tent, which even had a window. It was a treasured experience 
for the family. 
 

Upon their return to Tacoma, Inger was actively involved with  
Nordlandslaget, Trinity Lutheran Church Altar Guild, Sons of  Norway, and 
the Scandinavian Cultural Center. She taught Norwegian Christmas Baking 
adult education courses at local community colleges and the Scandinavian 
Cultural Center. She was an avid rosemaler and oil on canvas painter, many 
with Nordic themes. 
 

Inger and Guttorm moved to their home on Spanaway Lake, with a large 
garden filled with roses, dahlias, berry bushes, a grapevine, and a small  
garden of  calendulas that she reserved as her granddaughters’ garden. She 
enjoyed the beautiful view and the sunsets each evening. 
 

Wherever Inger found herself, she created a warm loving place for both 
family and friends. She was appreciated for her excellent cooking skills. 
Dinner parties were celebrations that often included singing, dancing and 
games! She was an excellent seamstress and enjoyed being fashionably 
dressed. She spent many hours in her garden growing beautiful flowers. 
 

In their retirement years she and Guttorm enjoyed travel, including trips to 
Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Indonesia to visit Gerd-Inger’s family. They also 
traveled to Greece, Turkey, and Spain, as well as many parts of  the United 
States. 
 

Inger maintained a close relationship with her parents and eight siblings in 
Norway. In the 90’s Inger and Guttorm were able to purchase Inger’s  
childhood home and continued to visit Norway frequently. Whenever  
family gathered there was good food, lots of  storytelling, and song after 
song accompanied by a guitar or accordion. They enjoyed hiking and  
midnight picnics in the summer and cross-country skiing in the winter.  
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Through the years she and Guttorm welcomed her parents and almost all 
of  her siblings in their Parkland and Spanaway homes and enjoyed sharing 
the beauty of  the Pacific Northwest with them. 
 

Inger made every house she lived in feel like a home as the family moved 
from place to place. Her last home was an apartment at the Tacoma  
Lutheran Home, now Eliseo, where she was surrounded by her favorite 
things and warmly cared for by the staff. Her favorite place in the US was 
the “beach house”, a serene spot that reminded her of  Norway. In her later 
years, unable to return to her childhood home, “the beach” was where she 
wanted to spend her time and was where she celebrated her last Christmas 
surrounded by family. 
 

One of  Inger’s most humbling moments was when Guttorm was awarded 
the Saint Olaf ’s Medal by King Harald VI in 2000 in recognition of  his 
consistent fostering of  Norwegian culture. The award and ensuing visit to 
the royal palace in Oslo for his private audience was something she never 
dreamed of  as a little girl in Northern Norway. 
 

Most of  all, Inger loved her children, grandchildren, and great-  
grandchildren very much, cherishing time spent with each one of  them. She 
made them feel valued and appreciated. They knew that when visiting she 
would ask them to water her plants, sharing her love of  flowers with them. 
She loved to share her Norwegian culture - food, stories, traditions,  
crafts - with them. Not a Christmas went by without going around the 
Christmas tree singing Norwegian carols.  
 

Inger was the loving mother of  Gerd-Inger (Mark) McDougall and Paul 
Gregersen (Dave Cahail); grandmother of  Heather Liv (Erik) Melver and 
Annelise McDougall; great-grandmother of  Anika Liv, Saskia, and Vivika 
Theia Melver  She was preceded in death by her husband, Guttorm Robert 
Gregersen, her parents Arne and Gusta Steinsvik, as well as her eight  
siblings. 
 

She will be dearly missed by her family and friends, both here and in  
Norway. 


