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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 
Masks recommended for at risk individuals.  

 
 We’re happy to have you present with us today. If you are worshiping at Trinity for 

the first time, or visiting, please introduce yourself. 
 

 Use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your participation in worship 
today and to communicate prayer requests. Please place it in the offering plate. 

 We value having children in our worship services. Children are invited to come for-
ward for the Children’s Message when it’s announced. There is a quiet activities area 
at the rear of the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, 
if desired, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard 
over speakers 

 Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions:  
• Cash or check placed in offering plate  

(for record of cash giving, please use envelope , written in pen.) 
• Electronic & Funds transfer 

 “Simply Giving” forms available in Narthex 
 Arrange for “bill pay” through your bank 
 Trinity’s website “Give” tab: 
www.trinitylutheranparkland.org 

 
 

In this bulletin: Leader (plain print) Congregation (bold print) 

Land Acknowledgement  
 

We acknowledge that Trinity Lutheran Church is on the traditional territory of the 
Nisqually, Puyallup, Squaxin Island, Steilacoom and Muckleshoot people who, prior to 
the Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854 which removed native people to clear way for  
colonial settlement, lived on and cared for this land nourished by what we now call 
Chambers Creek Watershed as their ancestral home. We send gratitude to these native 
people who continue to be stewards of the land and leaders for justice in our  
community today. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE   Tollite Hostias, from Christmas Oratorio     Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) 
 

WELCOME 
Please stand as you are able 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS               

The assembly stands. 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩ in remembrance of baptism. 

Blessed by the Lord, the God of Israel, 
Who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
And confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!    ELW 308 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Glory to God in the Highest  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead 
us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full 
vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6  
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in 
her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to 
Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14  
The refrain is sung first by the choir, then is repeated by all; the choir sings the verses; all respond with 
the refrain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the king's son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
 and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  Refrain 
 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
 from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
 and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  Refrain 
 
11May all kings bow down before him, 
 and all the nations do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
 the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
 and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
 and precious is their blood in his sight.  Refrain 
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SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:1–12  
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of 
Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised 
salvation. 

 

A reading from Ephesians . 
 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 
given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in 
him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
All sing Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 2:1-12  
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
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mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor Jonette Blakney 
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 Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Bright and Glorious Is the Sky     ELW 301 

                    stanzas 1–5 
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 HOLY BAPTISM     

PRESENTATION             James Oscar and Alexander John Thurlby, 
                         Sons of Kiomy & Stephen Thurlby 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you renounce all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?     
All: I renounce them. 
 

Living in trust and hope, let us confess the faith of the Church. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

BLESSING 
 

WELCOME 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
(A list of people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.) 
 

Following is repeated after each petition. 
God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say 
“Peace be with you” or similar words. You may make the sign of Christ’s peace and may say“Peace be with you” or 
similar words. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Please place your tithes, gifts and Welcome Card in the offering plate or give to an usher. 
 

OFFERTORY   Brightest and Best       Richard Shephard (1949–2021) 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful    ELW 184  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 



15 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
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Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Here are some ways to commune:- 
• When you receive the wafer, you may eat it immediately and then drink from the large chalice; 
• Or you may take the wafer and then dip it into either the small chalice of wine or grape juice;- 
• If you prefer only a blessing, simply keep your hands folded. - If needed, ask for a “gluten 

free wafer” (no gluten, wheat, casein, dairy, yeast, egg, soy, nut, corn and low protein) 
 

Afterwards, please use the side aisle to return to your seat. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC We Three Kings,    John H. Hopkins, Jr (1820-1891) 
          arr. Christy Davis  
 

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
 

Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, 
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please stand as you are able. 
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BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise    ELW 310  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE         Festive Postlude    Paul Fey (b. 1998) 
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SERVING TODAY: 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney   

Guest Organist: Dr. Van Hardison 
Cantors: Maya Adams and Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson 

Lector: Phil Edlund 
Prayer Leader: William Z. Ehlers 

Sound and Video Production: Lowell Kiesow, Russ Floyd  
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Steve Ostrander 

Bread Baker: Carmela Paolino 
Hospitality: Marlene Myking 

Liturgy Credits  Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Four) © 2006 and 
Sundays and Seasons © 2023, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT, all rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn Credits  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”: text | Philipp Nicolai (1556–1608), tr. Lutheran 
Book of Worship, © 2078 admin. Augsburg Fortress | WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai. “Bright and 
Glorious Is the Sky”: text | Nikolai F. S. Gruntvig (1783–1872), tr. Jens Christian Asberg (1877–1970), 
alt., © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress; music, | DEJLIG ER DEN HIMMEL BLÅ, 
Danish, 19th c. “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful,” © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress: music | Ronald A. Nelson (1927–2014). “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”: text | Christopher 
Wordsworth (1807–1885); music | SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze (1622–1702), arr. Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685–1750). Hymns reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net #A-706935 and from the public do-


