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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 
Masks recommended for at risk individuals.  

 

 We’re happy to have you present with us today. If  you are worshiping at Trinity for the first 
time, or visiting, please introduce yourself. 

 Use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your participation in worship today and to 
communicate prayer requests. Please place it in the offering plate. 

 We value having children in our worship services. Children are invited to come forward for the 
Children’s Message when it’s announced. There is a quiet activities area at the rear of  the wor-
ship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if  desired, take their children to 
the entrance area, where the service may be heard over speakers. 

 Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions:  
• Cash or check placed in an offering plate  

(for record of  cash giving, please use envelope, written in pen). 
• Electronic & Funds transfer 

 “Simply Giving” forms available in Narthex 
 Arrange for “bill pay” through your bank 
 Trinity’s website “Give” tab: www.trinitylutheranparkland.org 

Land Acknowledgement  
 

We acknowledge that Trinity Lutheran Church is on the traditional territory of  the Nisqually, 
Puyallup, Squaxin Island, Steilacoom and Muckleshoot people who, prior to the Medicine Creek 
Treaty of  1854 which removed native people to clear way for colonial settlement, lived on and 
cared for this land nourished by what we now call Chambers Creek Watershed as their ancestral 
home. We send gratitude to these native people who continue to be stewards of  the land and 
leaders for justice in our community today. 
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Throughout this bulletin:  
Bold print = Congregation         Regular print = Presiding minister or Lector/Leader 

 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of  fasting and repentance. Mark-
ing our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces 
the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to 
God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean 
while we rejoice that “now is the day of  salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear 
the fruits of  mercy and justice in the world.  

 
 

GATHERING 
The assembly gathers in silence. 

Psalm 51:1–17 
The cantor sings the refrain, repeated by all.  The cantor sings the verses with the  refrain sung by all.  
     Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Have mercy on me O God, according to your lovingkindness; 
 In your great compassion, blot out my offenses. 
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you only have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight. 
And so you are justified when you speak 
 and upright in your judgment. 
5 Indeed I have been wicked from my birth, 
 a sinner from my mother’s womb.     REFRAIN 
 
6 For behold you look for truth deep within me, 
 and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
7 Purge me from my sin and I shall be pure; 
 wash me and I shall be clean indeed. 
8 Make me hear of  joy and gladness, 
 that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.     REFRAIN 
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12 Give me the joy of  your saving help again 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
13 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, 
 and sinners shall return to you. 
14 Deliver me from death, O God, 
 and my tongue shall sing of  your righteousness, O God of  my salvation. 
15 Open my lips O Lord, 
 and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 
 but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
17 The sacrifice of  God is a troubled spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.     REFRAIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Gracious God, out of  your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of  life, creating us to 
serve you and our neighbors.  Call forth our prayers and acts of  kindness, and strengthen us to 
face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of  your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
WORD 

FIRST READING   Joel 2:1 - 2, 12 - 17  
Because of  the coming Day of  the LORD, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community lament. The repentant 
community reminds God of  his gracious character and asks God to spare the people, lest the nations doubt God’s 
power to save. 

 
1Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of  the land tremble, 
 for the day of  the LORD is coming, it is near— 
2a day of  darkness and gloom, 
 a day of  clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
 a great and powerful army comes; 
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their like has never been from of  old, 
 nor will be again after them 
 in ages to come. 
12Yet even now, says the LORD, 
 return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
 and relents from punishing. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD, your God? 
 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 16gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
 assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
 even infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her canopy. 
 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of  the LORD, weep. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
 and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
 a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 
The Word of  the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
The ministry of  the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s  
reconciling activity in the death of  Christ reaches into the depths of  our lives to bring us into a right  
relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of  divine salvation.  
 
 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you 
on behalf  of  Christ, be reconciled to God.  
 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of  God in vain. 2For 
he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of  salvation I have helped 
you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of  salvation! 3We are putting no ob-
stacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of  God 
we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of  spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power 
of  God; with the weapons of  righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and 
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as  
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 
 
The Word of  the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL       
The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual 
devotion must not be done for show.  

 Jesus said to the disciples, “Beware of  practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But 
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will  
reward you.  
 
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not 
by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 
 
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where  
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                        Pastor Jonette Blakney  
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Restore in Us, O God            ELW 328 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The assembly is seated.  
 
INVITATION TO LENT 
 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of  remembering Jesus’  
Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We 
are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in har-
mony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and crea-
tion, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended 

 
As disciples of  Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and  
resists whatever leads us away from love of  God and neighbor. I invite you,  
therefore, to the discipline of  Lent — self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sac-
rificial giving and works of  love — strengthened by the gifts of  word and sacrament. Let us 
continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of  Jesus’ death and res-
urrection. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another,  
and before the whole company of  heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been  
forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
mind of  Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of  other people, we  
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess 
to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our neglect of  human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our waste and pollution of  your creation, and our lack of  concern for those who come after us, 
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. 
 

Ministers mark the forehead of  each person with a cross of  ashes, saying: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 
After all who desire have received ashes, all sit and the minister continues. 

 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of  your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
By the cross and passion of  your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of  his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-

en us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN     Lord Jesus, Think on Me             ELW 599 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
    Each petition ends with: 
Hear us, O God, 
your mercy is great. 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
MEAL 

Please be seated. 
GATHERING OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

An offering is gathered for the mission of  the church, including the care of  those in need. 
You may place offerings in the plates in the aisle. 

 
OFFERTORY  When in the Hour of  Utmost Need            Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

Please stand as you are able.      

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray:   
Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of  life,   
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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COMMUNION   
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  
 
If  desired, ask for a “gluten free wafer” (no gluten, wheat, casein, dairy, yeast, egg, soy, nut, corn, low protein.) 
If  you prefer only a blessing, simply keep your hands folded. Please use the side aisle as you return to your seat.   
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift 
of  baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of  your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN                               Precious Lord, Take My Hand                                                   ELW 773    
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Serving in this worship: 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Jonette Blakney 
Organist: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
Cantors: Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson, Maya Adams  
Lector: Mitch Blakney 
Prayer Leader: Cheryl Mays Comen 
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Steve Ostrander 

Liturgy Credits  Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Five) © 2006, Psalm Settings for the Church Year RCL 
© 2008, and Sundays and Seasons © 2023, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy li-
cense #15108-LIT, all rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Divi-
sion of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn Credits “Restore in Us, O God” | text: Carl P. Daw Jr. (b. 1944) © 1989 Hope Publ. Co.; music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson (b. 
1933) © 1985 Hope Publ. Co. “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” | text: Synesius of Cyrene (375–430), tr. Allen W. Chatfield (1808–1896), alt.; 
music, SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of David, 1579, alt. “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., 
admin. Hal Leonard Corp | text: Thomas A. Dorsey (1899–1993); music, PRECIOUS LORD, George N. Allen (1812–1877), adapt. Thomas 
A. Dorsey. Hymns reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net #A-706935 and from the public domain. 
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