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Marilyn Janet Hilsen gained her angel wings on December 7th, 2022. She was surrounded 
by family and the pastor from church. Marilyn was 80 years old.  
 
Marilyn was born on December 30th, 1941 in Minneapolis, Minnesota to parents Harold 
and Jeannette Hilsen. She graduated from Richardson High School in Richardson Texas, 
and she was a national honor student. 
 
In June of 1961 Marilyn and John Otto Feierabend were married and had four children. 
John was a pastor which was cause for them to move around the States until they ended up 
in Idaho. Later being a newly single mother of two children she moved to Washington State 
in 1984. 
 
In February of 1985 Marilyn met and fell in love with Kenneth Edward Calkins. They were 
married in August of 1991. 
 
Marilyn went to and graduated from Highline Community College in 1987, where she  
received training and became a respiratory therapist. She worked at the University of  
Washington Medical Center for 20 years before retiring in 2007. 
 
Marilyn and Ken spent their retirement years attending church, singing in the choir,  
traveling and spending time with family and loved ones. Marilyn was a fantastic story teller 
and also had a knack for telling jokes. She was very much into crafts such as knitting,  
quilting, sewing and making button bracelets. Not only was her faith strong but she also 
enjoyed singing and music just as much. 
 
In 2014 Marilyn started what was to be a long and hard battle with cancer. Even though it 
was cancer that was to take her from this earth, she fought with grace and dignity. 
 
At every stop along the way, Marilyn made lifelong friends. She will forever be remembered 
as a wife, mother, daughter, sister, coworker and friend. 
 
She is preceded in death by two of her sons Bradley and Karl, and her parents Harold and 
Jeannette. 
 
Marilyn is survived by her husband Kenneth, daughter Anne (Mark), son Justin, sisters  
Adele and Louise (Donald) 
 
Flowers are welcome or donations can be made in Marilyn's name to St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital. 
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Throughout this bulletin:   
Bold Print = Congregation   Regular Print = Presiding Minister or Leader 

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship - the red hymnal in the bookrack 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION  
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister Marilyn, to give 
thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another 
in our grief. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  In her 
baptism, Marilyn was clothed with Christ. On the day of Christ’s coming, she shall be 
clothed with God's own glory. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
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OPENING HYMN  Eternal Father Strong to Save                      ELW 756 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our sister Marilyn. 
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
FAMILY REMEMBRANCES             Ken Calkins, Anne Feierabend, 
                    Louise Hilsen, Adele Hilsen
   
 
PSALM Psalm  116:8-16          Ana Santos 

 

8For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

9I walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 

10I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”; 

11I said in my consternation, “Everyone is a liar.” 

12What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 

13I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 

14I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 

15Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 

16O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have 
loosed my bonds. 
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READING  Matthew 11:28-30                 Cindy Steussy 
 
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
 
GOSPEL John 14:1-7 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 

4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
 

HOMILY                                                  Pastor Jonette Blakney 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father         ELW 781 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  
 
Please be seated 
 

PRAYERS 

 
Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”   
 
Jesus, fullness of compassion, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for Marilyn, and dry the tears of those who weep.  
Lord, in your mercy,          
hear our prayer. 

Jesus, firstborn of the new creation, you raised the dead; give to Marilyn, our sister,  
life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,    
hear our prayer. 

Jesus, friend of sinners, you promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring Marilyn to the 
joys of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
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Jesus, wellspring of life, you washed our sister Marilyn in baptism and anointed her with the 
Holy Spirit; give her communion with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Jesus, bread of life, you nourished Marilyn at your table on earth; welcome her at your table 
in the realm of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,             
hear our prayer.  

Jesus, bright morning star, comfort us in our sorrows at the death of Marilyn:  
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Jesus, Lord of life, with the Father and the Spirit you have made us in your image to reflect 
your truth and light. We give you thanks for Marilyn, for the grace and mercy she received 
from you, for all that was good in her life, for the memories we treasure today…  

God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of those who 
labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your saints. We 
remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and especially those 
most dear to us who rest in you…  

Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to do your 
holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and the Church in  
heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 9 

 

Please stand as you are able 
 
COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 

 
Let us commend Marilyn to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

      
 Silence is kept. 

 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Marilyn.  Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your 
own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen 

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; 
    and let light perpetual shine on her. 

 
 
HYMN         God of Our Fathers              LBW 567 
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SENDING 
 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Let us go forth in peace in the name of Christ. 
Amen 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
You are invited to join Marilyn’s family and friends after the service for a time of  
refreshment and fellowship in Thompson Hall.  
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Liturgy used in this worship is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and Renewing Worship, © 2002, administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 
reprinted under authority of Augsburg license number 15108-LIT. All rights reserved.   Scriptures, except 
where noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of  
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by  
permission.    

 

Serving in this worship 
Presiding Minister      The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Musician   Dr. Jonathan Wohlers, organist    
 
Special thank you to:  
Choir Members from Grace Lutheran, Federal Way, WA —  
Buck & Deanna Kittelson, Jon & Claudia Peterson, Denny & Cyndee Steussy, Mark 
Gajdos, Dick Lehmann, Janna Robbins 
 
Producer of the reception slideshow: Donald Foley 


