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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE      Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan         Johann Gottfried Walther 

       (What God Ordains Is Good Indeed)         (1684–1748) 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen. 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



 

P Reconciling God, 

C  we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

   and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

   and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

   as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

   through your love, renew us; 

   and in your Spirit, lead us; 

   so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 

through + Christ Jesus, 

   through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live    

  now in hope.   

For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 OPENING HYMN  God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  Hymn 771 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us 

into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 

treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 



WORD 

FIRST READING   Genesis 29:15-28  

 

A   A reading from Genesis. 
15Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 

nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16Now Laban had two daughters; the name 

of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were lovely, 

and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you 

seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better that I give her to 

you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served seven 

years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 

 
21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is  

completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 
23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 

her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25When morning 

came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not 

serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26Laban said, “This is not 

done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 27Complete the week of this 

one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.”  
28Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a 

wife. 

     The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM    Psalm 105:1–11 (text: ELW Psalter)          Marty Haugen 

        

Make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45) 

 1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 

 2Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 

  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 

 3Glory in God’s holy name; 

  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 4Search for the strength of the LORD; 

  continually seek God’s face. 

 5Remember the marvels God has done, 

  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 

 6O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 

  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.  

 

 7The LORD is our God, 

  whose judgments prevail in all the world, 

 8who has always been mindful of the covenant, 

  the promise made for a thousand generations: 

 9the covenant made with Abraham, 

  the oath sworn to Isaac, 

 10which God established as a statute for Jacob, 

  an everlasting covenant for Israel, 

 11saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan 

  to be your allotted inheritance.” 45bHallelujah!  
 



SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39  

 

A A reading from Romans. 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints ac-

cording to the will of God. 

 
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called  

according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be  

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large  

family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 

justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give 

us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justi-

fies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 36As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord  

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a  

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, 

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 
33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into  

baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a  

household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                            Pastor Jeff Gaustad 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith:  

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,    
  creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,    
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
 born of the virgin Mary,    
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,    
 was crucified, died, and was buried;    
 he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again;    
 he ascended into heaven,    
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,    
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,    
 the holy catholic church,    
 the communion of saints,    
 the forgiveness of sins,    
 the resurrection of the body,    

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

     Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

     A Lord, in your mercy,   or A . . . let us pray.      or     A Hear us, O God. 

     C hear our prayer.  C Have mercy, O God.     C Your mercy is great. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offertory Anthem   God’s Plan            Nancy Raabe 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 

 you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, 

 and brought life into being. 

 For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 



P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 

 freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, 

 a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

 For your Word of life, O God, 

C  we give you thanks and praise. 

P  Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 

 forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, 

 the way of your self-giving love. 

 For your Word of life, O God, 

C  we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 

 renew our faith, increase our hope, 

 and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 

 Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be honor and glory forever.  

C Amen. 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C  Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

      on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 



SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



CLOSING HYMN  What God Ordains Is Good Indeed  Hymn 776 

 



DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Toccata in C Minor          Johann Pachelbel (1653–1706) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in this worship: 

Preaching and Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Jeffery Gaustad  

Organist / Pianist:  Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 

Lector: Albert Lee 

Prayer Leader: Cheryl Mays Comen 

Cantor:  Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson 

Choral Assistant: Julie Landes 

Video Production: Lowell Kiesow 

 

 

 

 

Portions of this liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Lectionary for Worship, copyright © 2007 and 

Sundays and Seasons © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg     

Fortress license # 15108-LIT.   

Reprinted scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian  

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by permission. All rights reserved.  



 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12115 Park Ave S., Tacoma WA  98444 

www.trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS: CLOSED  
 

CONTACT US AT TRINITY 

office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 

253-537-0201     253-537-0413 FAX 

__________________________ 
 

The Reverend Dr. Jeffery Gaustad  x103 
 Cell 253-495-9357   Home 253-848-2491 

prjlg@msn.com  
 

The Reverend Jonette Blakney  x104 

Cell 253-318-5947 
prblakney@trinitylutheranparkland.org  

The Reverend Rick Swenson  

Visitation Pastor Emeritus  
 

Music Director Dr. Jonathan Wohlers x114 

jwohlers@me.com 
 

Church Steward Cheryl Mays Comen x112 
Cell 253-426-2536 

business@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

 Administrative Assistant  Pat Durston x110 

office@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

Operations Support Specialist Beth Rich x111  

admin@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

Catechesis Of the Good Shepherd Catechists  

                                            Levels I, II, III: Cheryl Mays Comen 

                   Level I: Jeanne Ehlers 

 

Financial Secretary  253-666-3344    Joan Oldag 
Maintenance           253-592-5481         Ed Kane 
Parish Nurse x106                          Virginia Garrison 
Cemetery x112                Cheryl Mays Comen 
Sound Engineer          Lowell Kiesow 
Sound Technician                   Russ Floyd 
Custodians               Harold Thomas, Lori Titus, 
                                      Marcus Jellen 

Shared Housing Coordinator     

253-392-0662  Janelle Franz 

TLC Preschool & Childcare  
Aurora Wilson-Greene, Director 

253-535-2699 

 

TRINITY WEEKLY NEWS  
SUNDAY,  JULY 26, 2020 

Celebrating 100 Years! 

Trinity’s Worship Life: 

Sunday services are posted each Sunday. Videoed  

worship services are available on Facebook  

(https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-

112296342135658) and  

Trinity’s website (https://trinitylutheranparkland.org)  

YouTube on your "smart TV” (enter Trinity Parkland in the 

search feature) 

Communion Service via Zoom: the third Wednesday of 

each month. Contact Pastor Jeff or Pastor Jonette to  

reserve a spot. 

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: 

Sunday, July 26 
 Screening of YouTube video service 11:00 

          Food Pantry Open 12-2 

Monday, July 27  
 CCS Senior Mealsite pick up 12:00  
 Food Pantry Volunteers 1:00 
 Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study via Zoom 6:30 
Tuesday, July 28 
 Food Pantry Open 11-3 
 Canning 3:00 
Wednesday, July 29 
 Staff Meeting by Zoom 
 Food Pantry Meeting 1:00 
Thursday, July 30 
 Food Repackaging 1:30 
Friday, July 31 
 Food Pantry Open 11-2 
 CCS Senior Mealsite pick up 12:00  
 Scrappy Ladies Quilting 6:30 
Saturday, August 1 

 FA Recovery 9:00 
 Food Repackaging 2:00 
Sunday, August 2 
 Outdoor Worship in the Courtyard and Screening 
 of YouTube video service 11:00 

 Food Pantry Open 12-2 

http://www.trinitylutheranparkland.org
mailto:office@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=for%20the%20Church%20Office
mailto:business@trinitylutheranparkland.org
mailto:business@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=for%20the%20Church%20Steward
mailto:office@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=for%20the%20Church%20Office


    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
In need of prayer                                           Submitted by In need of prayer                                           Submitted by 

Amelia Palermo (Batten Disease) Steve & Peggy Ostrander 

Angela Smith (grief at sudden death of  

nephew) 

Staff 

Beau Dawson (kidney transplant, strength & 

health) 

Donna Lederman 

Beverly Ray (health & peace) Aurora Wilson-Greene 

Bill McQuillan (health) Torval Haugen 

Bonnie Lee (health) Shannon Lee 

Brent Wright [Son] (seizures) Kathryn Wright 

Carol Storaasli (healing)  Her Family 

Carolyn (health concerns) Diane Floyd 

Claudia Lewis (health) Pastor Rick 

Connie Hughes [Daughter-In-Law] (cancer) Gloria Duntsch 

David Link (heart healing) David Link 

Dean & Lois Elson [My Parents] Debby Neighbarger 

Debby Neighbarger (strength & peace)  

Don & Ilene Nagle (cancer) Kerrie &  Doug Shaffer 

Duane Ervin [Brother-In-Law] (cancer)   Connie DeFolo &  

Cathy Schroeder 

Frederick Gethers  

(Amputation/Health & Salvation) 

Jeanne Ehlers 

Gary Colburn (cancer) Jean Colburn 

Gary Jose (doing well; living locally) Staff 

Ivana Jurcikova (clarity & strength) Kathryn Wright 

Jacob Elliott [Son] (Lyme's disease) Janice Shull 

Jennifer Bannerman (health) Pastor Rick 

John Kramer (pancreatic cancer; continued 

trust) 

Kathryn Wright 

John Tobben (Hodgkin's Lymphoma) Janice Shull 

Juanita Stalwick (healing) Staff 

  

  

  

  

Julia Lendowski  
(wisdom & understanding) 

Kathryn Wright 

Karen Wilhelm [Sister] (cancer) Bill Habermann 

Kathy Lathrop (chemo therapy)  Michael Lathrop 

Kenneth (Jerry) Jensen (cancer)

  

Rich & Debby  

Neighbarger 

Ken Engel [Brother-in-Law]  

(strength, health) 

Donna Lederman 

Ken Grassi (brain cancer) Cheryl Mays Comen 

Luella Edwards (cancer) Frank Edwards 

Maggie (complications after surgery) Jeanne Ehlers 

Marcia Setbacken (healing) Jean Setbacken 

Maria Larson (strength & healing) Kristen Hunter 

Marilyn Hilsen (chemo) Ken Caulkins 

Michael Chapin [Brother-in-Law] 

(cancer / healing) 

Tom & Lauren  

Stenerson 

Michael & Rose (peace & safety) Pat Serosky 

Myron Thompson (health) Myron 

Nancy (improved health & peace) Elaine Ramsay 

Raoul (pronounced Rail) Titus  
(resting after radiation; visits restricted) 

Lori Titus 

Rich Smaby (Vietnam Vet. with ALS) Kathryn Wright 

Rodney Efterfield (hospitalized;  

pneumonia) 

Staff 

Sandra Weller (Gary’s sister) Gary Jose 

Shannon Lee (health) Shannon 

Stacy (cancer) Gordon Hills 

Terry (brain tumor surgery ) Sue Goodspeed 

Tim (Corona Virus) Sandra Jerke 

Vernal Kensrud (back pain) Family 

Waylon (colon cancer) Staff 

Wendy Dorothy [cousin] (cancer) Lauren Stenerson 

  

Our Pastors will never request your help 
or financial assistance via e-mail or text. 
Be aware of a hoax being perpetuated in 
which religious leaders are falsely being  

represented as requesting aid from  
parishioners.  

Do NOT respond to such requests! 



News From the Pantry . . . 



What about Contributions? 
By Cheryl Mays Comen, Church Steward 

 

Well, halfway through the month of July we are 62% of the way to this month's Weekly 
Offerings goal, so I won't lose hope about Summer. Keeping the faith is so important right 
now, and all of you who are steady and strong make that a joy and easy to do. I will take this 
almost last chance to remind everyone that our "Centennial Year" is just about over. The 
point of the reminder is that Gifts to our Community and the Chapel Doors project will be 
done in commemoration of our first century, so there is still time for a gift to the Centennial. 
My word, who could have foreseen what was to come when we celebrated last September. 
The official beginning date of our organization is August 5th, 1919 so in just 19 days we will 
be 101 years old. Wow. 

I should also talk about our building for a minute here. Our maintenance person, Ed Kane, 
will be up on a lift doing some gentle repairs to our aging roof on the office wing and  
cleaning some moss off of the Chapel and the Childcare wing over the next couple of weeks. 
Once again, he will fill up the holes the birds like to bore in our sanctuary façade. When 
they take up residence and start to "hang out" up there, the terrace in front of our church 
gets pretty messy with that Styrofoam-like material in hundreds of little chunks. It is always 
a good time to support the maintenance and needed improvements to our beautiful  
building. We still do have a Capital Improvements budget within our general budget if you'd 
like to specify a gift to that. 

In case you are wondering, the members of the committee who oversee the care of the 
church buildings consists of Lyle Feller, Chair (yes, STILL, after many years) Roy Masengale, 
Lowell Kiesow, Ed Kreamer, Joan Meliere-Webb, and Lynette Cubbage, with myself and Ed 
Kane as staff liaisons. Eric Kuester spends tireless hours and hours in care of Trinity's  
cemetery and has many innovative and thoughtful ideas for improvements and greater  
efficiency as well. With the help of just three or four faithful volunteers who work at least 
one Saturday a month for at least half the year, the cemetery grounds are lovingly tended. 
Always, always room for more hands to do that work. Watch the announcements for those 
get-togethers for working. 

Gratitude for all you do, all of you! If you are working on grounds or quilts, in the Food  
Pantry or in worship assisting, in collecting for Lutheran World Relief or for the next  
eventual Trinity Bazaar, praying, writing cards or making calls to sick friends or members 
who live alone, you are being the church. You are being this church. We are all together, 
gathered in the name of Christ, here at this time. And we are blessed to be a blessing. 
Thanks be to God! 



6 X 6 

SNACK & YAK 

August 6  OR  August 13  OR  August 20 

1:30 – 3 PM 

TLCW invites you to a small group social distance gathering - 

6 women /6 feet apart – in Trinity’s recently upgraded outdoor area. 

RESERVATIONS ONLY -  Call Alice Alexander to save a chair  253 531 7183 

OUTDOOR OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP 

Sunday, August 2 at 11:00 am, will be our next opportunity to worship either in person 

(weather permitting) or via YouTube. If you are so inclined and are willing to comply 

with COVID19 social distancing guidelines, you may join those gathering in Trinity’s 

Grassy Courtyard. If you feel more comfortable, worship as we have been via YouTube. 

This service will be live-streamed rather than pre-recorded as are most of our services 

during the pandemic. Which ever way you choose to participate, you are welcome! 

 

Trinity’s new deck in the “Grassy Courtyard” which will enhance the  

in-person worship services during the pandemic (weather permitting)  

and will be used for the Women’s “6 X 6Snack & Yak” events in August. 



Next Week’s Readings:  
Sunday, August 2 

 

Genesis 32:22-31;  
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21;  

Romans 9:1-5; 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Sunday Weekly News items due:  
Wednesdays before noon  

 

Next Messenger Deadline:  

August 19 for the September Edition 

This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

 

We are the church that shares a  
living, daring confidence in God's grace. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as 
a whole person-- 

questions, complexities and all.  
 

Join us as we do God's work  
in Christ's name  

for the life of the world. 

TRINITY’S FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT:  2020 Income/Expenses 

       

Last Week’s Deposit: $22,347.82 Deposit Details:      

      
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Budgeted  Income Year to Date    $ 607,563.90    
Actual Income Year to Date           $ 692,610.03  NET 
PPP Income        $ 107,180.00  $585,430.03    
 

Budgeted Expense Year to Date    $ 608,349.45   
Actual + Anticipated Exp. YTD        $ 558,530.33  NET 
PPP Expense         $ 112,823.44  $445,706.89 
 

Balance: “To the Good”                      $139,723.14  
 

Ministry & Mission Offerings                    $            6,173.34 
Heritage & Hope Offerings             $               342.50  
Capital Improvements         $               293.34 
Feeding Ministries         $               100.00 
SUDS           $               160.00 
Special Gifts (various)     $                  50.61 
Other Income (memorials)    $       350.00 
Reimbursements     $                600.00 
Designated Funds     $                  86.00 
Childcare Income     $          14,196.02 
Minus Credit Card Fees       $                  -6.82 
Fees covered by member    $                    3.44 

TOTAL DEPOSIT         $         22,347.82 

Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study 

 The study is every other Monday night.  The next meeting is July 27. 

 Times are always 6-7:30pm. 

 Contact Hank Mays (hank.mays@pepsico.com) or Pastor Jeff (253-495-9357 or prjlg@msn.com) for  
the Zoom link. 

UPDATE 


