
 

The Continuing Trinity Tour 

By Bill Habermann 

 

In all of Trinity’s 100+ years of congregational worship I would venture to say 

that Easter 2020 has been the only year where our congregation was not 

joined in worship in our sanctuary because of the Covid19 pandemic. Also, 

this has probably never happened to Easter  worship in all the history of the 

United States, and let us hope it will not happen again — ever. 

 

Easter takes our focus from the memory of Christ on the cross to the  

wonder, joy and blessing of His resurrection. In so 

doing “crushing the serpent’s head” as Genesis tells 

us, and giving Christians of all time the assurance 

of a place in a heavenly home. 

 

The empty cross is a visual sign, a reminder to us in 

many places in our church complex. In this issue I 

would like to take us to the highest point of our 

church — the cross atop our church tower. From the 

ground to the roof of the tower is 97 or so feet. Ten 

inches of concrete form that roof and attached to it 

is a cross which is 19 feet tall with cross arms of 3 

feet extending from each side of the vertical portion. 

Each of the parts of the cross is made of 3 pieces of 

1.5 –inch diameter by .25-inch thick stainless steel 

pipe. All the parts are welded together with braces 

set 4 feet and 8 inches apart to add strength and  

"What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”            

— Micah 6:8 

Continued on the next page. 
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 rigidity. How do I know all this? The exact information is taken from the blue-

prints found in the archive room. My guess is that the cross has a weight of 

about 200 pounds.  

 While typing this the hymn Lift High the Cross ( # 660 in our hymnal) keeps 

running through my mind and I hope to sing it loud and strong in a future  

service in church. 

 

According to Wikipedia and a PLU 

publication the tallest building in  

Parkland is on the “lower campus” of 

the university. That building is 

Tingelstad Hall which boasts 9 stories 

in height and is PLU’s “largest hall.” If 

each floor is 12 feet in interior height 

— a total of 96 feet plus the roof that 

still give our tower and cross a few 

feet in height advantage. The family 

Tingelstad were members of Trinity 

and in Trinity’s 75th Anniversary book 

there is in Appendix H (page 85) an “I 

remember” letter written by Gertrude 

Tinglestad (That spelling differs from 

the PLU article name spelling and in 

the Trinity book it is spelled with “gel” 

— another of my guesses is that it’s a 

Trinity typo in the letter’s heading but 

correct in the body of Gertrude’s  

letter. We all know how easy it is to 

make a typo!)  

 

A bit more “trivia” about the tower 

cross: if brought inside and placed in 

the balcony, it would reach from the 

balcony floor to the ceiling. Having a  

wondering, and sometimes  

wandering mind, I wonder what firm 

made the tower cross and at what cost? Does anyone know? 



Continued on the next page. 

My Grandfather read daily from his large German-language Bible. The book 

is a most beautiful work of art, starting with the covers and clasps to the 

woodcuts of pictures scattered throughout its pages. It is 12 inches by 10 

inches with a total thickness of 3+ inches. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cover of Bill’s Grandfather’s  

German-language Bible 

Bible detail:  

Silver clasp 

Cover detail: The Temple in Jerusalem 

Cover detail:  

The Ark of the Covenant 



Sample pages from the Bible 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inclusion of Martin  

Luther’s picture clearly  Like most Bibles of the era, there were pages on 

identifies this as a   which to record family history. 

Lutheran Bible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Samples of the beautiful full-color illustrations included in parts of the Bible 



You may have a similar heirloom Bible in your home or family.  

However, I would guess that few of you have a copy of the smallest Bible in the world.  

Decades ago, when “Micro-film” was still in use, I purchased a copy made by NCR, the 

National Cash Register Company of Dayton, Ohio. The area of the slide which contains 

1,245 pages and 773,746 words of the Scriptures is 1.25 by 1.25 inches. Using a  

microscope of 100 power it can be easily read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here a Trinity, we have (quoting Rev. Bob Olsen) “the largest Bible in the 

world.” Here is Bob’s history and description of this Bible: 

I made "the world's biggest Bible" in 1954-55 as part of the requirements for the 

Pro Deo et Patria Scout church award.  The PLC library was discarding unused 

books, and I claimed 66 of them and glued them shut (all but the front cover) with 

PLC's presses and glue.  I painted out the original titles and painted on the Bible 

names with "airplane dope."  The books were planned as a teaching tool for  

Junior Church, which met each week in the Chapel after Sunday School, but in the 

fall of '55 the Sunday School went to double shifts and Junior Church was  

discontinued.  The books are now in the Atrium for the use of Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd.   

At one time it was on display in our library. It is now to be found in the Atrium in the  

educational wing where it takes up over six feet of shelf space. 

The Smallest Bible compared 

to Bill’s Grandfather’s Bible 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attached to the inside cover of 

each of the 66 books is an  

explanation of the text. I didn’t  

remember to ask Bob how long it 

took him to put together all that 

work — I’m sure he’d be glad to 

tell you! 

 

It has been a blessing to worship, via electronic sources and with the  

kindness of staff and choir members Julie Landes and Dr. Bell-Hanson plus 

Lowell Kiesow doing the video work. That said, I’m sure all of us can hardly 

wait until Sunday, July 5th when we can all again join in celebrating the Lord’s 

Supper and worship!! 



 COMMUNION SERVICE 

Trinity has held its second virtual communion service on Wednesday, June 

17. The screenshot shown below gives the view from one of the computers 

involved. Everyone’s screen would show the  participants in a different con-

figuration and a second page displayed the pictures of more participants.  

The service was a meaningful experience for the participants who also  

enjoyed some social time before and after the service.  

 

Plan on attending the next virtual communion service on July 15. 



TRINITY’S MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVATION 

Trinity’s annual observation of Memorial Day took place as usual at the Trinity  

Cemetery. This year, because of the pandemic, it was a “drive-up” event with  

attendees remaining in their cars.  Thanks to Lowell Kiesow for providing sound  

technical services and the other volunteers who made the event possible.  

 



Susan Wells &  Harold Thomas 

Cheryl Mays 

Comen (on ladder) 

&  Susan Wells 

 

 

You may have noticed the chalk art and messages that popped up on Trinity’s 
sidewalk last week. This was inspired by a Lutheran pastor from Wisconsin who 
suggested this as a simple way for churches to show love and support to people 
living right in their own neighborhoods. Here is her message:   
 

“Hello my name is Reverend Elizabeth Lee and I am one of the pastors at Cross  
Lutheran Church in Burlington, WI. I am also the wife of a black man and together 
we are raising three wonderful multi-racial children. From our own experience, we 
know the challenges of living in the racial disparities of the United States. We also 
know the joy of having caring people around us who love and support us. This love 
and support is needed now more than ever. So, we are inviting you to show your 
support of your black, brown, and indigenous neighbors by joining Solidarity  
Sundays. Beginning this Sunday, June 7th and each Sunday through Labor Day, 
please chalk your sidewalk with “You Are Loved” and other words of support and 
pictures. Then share on Social Media using #youareloved…. Neighbors walking or 
riding their bikes by will see your support and your neighbors around the nation will 
also experience it”  
 

With Trinity’s building being (mostly) closed right now, this was a great way to 
show our love to the community.  The chalk art was created by the children and 
staff of the childcare center, members of Trinity’s staff and the congregation and 
other community members walking by.  It has sparked many conversations, 
mostly spontaneous and very uplifting.  









 
CONTAINER GARDENS FOR PARKLAND 

The plants were blessed and the event went on despite the pandemic! This 

year fifty-seven (57) veggies container gardens were distributed to our  

neighbors. Those families can now grow and harvest their own tomatoes, 

peppers and herbs. Thank you to Jo Jellen who coordinated the effort this 

year and our growers, Mary Mietzke and Tam Leitch. 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE TLC PANTRY 

The national rate of food insecurity tripled between March and April of this 

year (from The Nation June 2020). A critical component in all the numbers 

and data is the health and nutritional values of available foods. Your  

support and that of the local community enables the Trinity food pantry to 

strive towards providing healthy and nutrition products while experiencing 

a sixty percent (60%) increase in  the number of households served 

since February. Your, caring, prayers and generosity are so appreciated! 

 



What to Expect When Returning to Worship 

It has been three long months since last we were physically gathered for  

worship at Trinity.  We long to be together—sit together, speak together, sing 

together, feel the touch of one another’s hands.  For three long months, most 

of us (essential workers the exception) have obeyed our Governor’s “Stay 

Home- Stay Safe” order.  I thank God that we have not received word of a  

single diagnosed case of COVID-19 among the members of Trinity.  Well done!   

Infection rates have gone down in Pierce County, but the virus is still very 

much among us.  The risk of infection is still very real.   

 As I write, we are in Phase Two of reopening Pierce County, meaning some 

businesses have been able to reopen on a limited basis, manufacturing and 

construction is returning, outdoor recreation is allowed in small groups, and  

(at long last!) we can get our hair cut and our nails done—all under strict  

precautionary guidelines. 

At Trinity, barring unforeseen circumstances, we’ll gather together again for 

worship outdoors in the courtyard on Wheeler Street in these warmer summer 

months beginning at 11 am on the first Sunday of each month.  A task force 

has been organized by our Council President, charged with Trinity’s safe  

return to worship.  What we’ve discovered in our work is the fact that worship 

in the time of this pandemic will be anything but “normal.”  The virus is still with 

us, and there are rules and precautions dictated by the Governor specifically 

directed at gathering faith communities, based on best science, that must be 

observed.  Infraction of these rules may lead to sanctions, possibly even lead-

ing to the location being closed down.   

Here are some of the rules and changes we will make to worship when we 

gather—even outdoors: 

Everyone must assess their risk before attending.  If you are over the 

age of 65, or have a severe underlying medical condition like heart or 

lung disease or diabetes, or if you are immunocompromised you 

should consider continuing to worship by electronic means, just as 

you’ve done over these past months.  Worship services will be  

available online through our website, our Facebook page, or on 

YouTube.  Our plan is to “livestream” the outdoor worship in real time, 

so you’ll still be a part of “live” worship,” and we’ll also record the  

worship and make the video available for use later in the day.   



Persons with any sign of illness must stay home. Anyone with  

another member of their household who has been diagnosed or 

has symptoms of COVID-19 must stay home.  Please take your 

temperature before coming.  A temperature above 100.4
o
 means you 

should stay home.  (We will have a “no-touch instant-read”  

thermometer in use for those who haven’t checked at home.)   

Appropriate masks or face coverings must be worn by everyone  

present at all times.  This is in the Governor’s guidelines, reinforced 

by Trinity Congregational Council action.  Anyone who does not have a 

mask will be given one.  Anyone who is unwilling to wear a mask will 

not be allowed to participate or remain.  Remember, you wear the 

mask not for your safety, but for the safety and health of all other 

worshippers.  It is an act of Christ-like love for your neighbor.   

Physical or Social Distancing of 6 to 10 feet between individuals will 

be maintained, with the exception that family members from the 

same household may sit together.  The length of the worship  

service—our time together—will be abbreviated.  The spread of the 

virus is determined by distance and time.  The closer a person is to an 

infected person, and the longer the time they are in close proximity, the 

greater the chance of spreading the virus.  

For now, no congregational singing or unison speaking will done 

(and all cantors and soloists will always sing wearing a mask.) 

The virus, health officials tell us, is spread by microscopic particles  

projected out from our lungs.  Singing, especially without a mask, is 

one of the most dangerous group activities because singing involves 

controlled exhalation which extends the distance and quantity of  

projected particles.  Some of the most serious outbreaks, both locally, 

nationally, and internationally have been among choirs and in churches 

where unmasked singing has occurred.   

Use of restrooms will be greatly curtailed.  Individuals waiting to use 

the restroom must maintain at least 6 feet of distance from others.  

The only restrooms that will be available are those in the narthex (main 

church entry) accessed through the doors nearest the courtyard.  The 

doors leading to the restrooms will remain locked and an attendant will 

allow only one person at a time to occupy a restroom, and will sanitize 

the restroom after each use. 



Hands-free handwashing stations, hand sanitizer dispensers,  

tissues, and waste receptacles will be abundantly available out of 

doors.  Everyone is encouraged to wash your hands often, especially 

before and after using the restroom, coughing, sneezing, or blowing 

your nose.  

The outdoor gathering space, arranged with proper physical  

distance, will be set up and disinfected before worshippers arrive.  

Printed worship materials will be carefully distributed on chairs 

before worshippers arrive.   

A receptacle will be available for presenting your offerings before or 

after worship.  Offering plates will not be passed.  We’re very  

grateful for those who are using alternative means of regular giving—

either by mail, Simply Giving, automatic bank account withdrawals, or 

by credit or debit cards through the secure portal on our website. 

Holy Communion will not be a part of these worship services.  Nor 

will there be any refreshments served.     

No one will be allowed to enter or pass through any part of the 

church building (with the exception of restroom use.)  Please park in 

the lot between Wheeler and Garfield Streets—across from the main 

worship space. 

Posters concerning COVID-19 safety will be posted throughout the 

outdoor worship space.  

Attendance will be taken.  This is important for the “social tracking” that 

will allow you to be notified in the event that another person present 

tests positive for the COVID-19 virus. 

Please be aware that the courtyard ground may be uneven.  Use  

caution as you move about. 

In the event of bad weather the outdoor worship will be cancelled 

and the service will be recorded and available online.  The decision 

to cancel will be made by the staff and announced by 9 am Sunday 

morning on Trinity’s website, Facebook page, in an email, and on the 

church telephone answering system. 

  



While this may seem like a whole lot of rules, changes, and precautions, please 

know that nothing is more important than the health and safety of every member 

of Trinity and the Parkland community.  As Christ’s followers, every person is  

valued and cherished and treasured.  No one can or will be put in harm’s way.  

No one will be sacrificed to COVID-19.  You are loved—even if, for now, you are 

loved at a distance. 

 

Grace, peace and health! 

 

For the Return to Worship Task Force, 

Pastor Jeff Gaustad 

 

Safe Return to Worship Task Force members:  

Congregational Council President Rich Neighbarger, Secretary Ruth Peterson, 

Treasurer Roy Masengale, Hank Mays, Sandra Jerke, Dr. Jonathan Wohlers, 

Cheryl Mays Comen, The Rev. Jonette Blakney, The Rev. Dr. Jeffery Gaustad 



3 Joanne Uppendahl 

3 Betty Willard 

4 MacKenzie Bennett 

6 Eva Marie Legarra 

7 Aleta Fynboe 

8 Jack Pelander 

9 J. T. Dempsey 

9 Abrailya Miller 

9 Frankie Ramsay 

10 Ann Miller 

11 Lisa Masengale 

11 Renee Shaw 

13 Gene Cook 

13 Gene Lundgaard 

14 Diane Floyd 

14 Rosalie Kuester 

15 Judith Carr Kirkman 

16 Debra Gaustad 

16 Inger Gregersen 

17 Andrew Vetter 

18 Richard Myking 

18 Helen Nordquist 

18 Marcia Setbacken 

19 Tamara Leitch 

20 Daniel Friend 

21 Afton Schafer 

22 Sandra Graham 

22 Lauren Stenerson 

22 Don Wentworth 

23 Astrid Dorum 

24 Ervin Meier 

25 Shannon Lake 

25 Shannon Lee 

28 Luella Edwards 

28 Robert Going 

29 Janet Boyer 

29 Sheila Campbell 

June Birthdays 



 

The Centennial Messenger 
Celebrating the past while growing into the future 

 
Electronic Service Requested 


