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" I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. ”
— Psalm 121

We’ve been so blessed for the last months to feature articles written by
Trinity member Bill Habermann. Bill volunteered to take pictures of areas of
Trinity that most of us don’t get to see — from the top of the bell tower down
into the basement many of us never knew existed! Bill says he’s gone just
about everywhere in Trinity and taken pictures of anything and everything he
thought would be of interest. So that means we’ve come to the end of his
extraordinary articles for The Centennial Messenger.
Bill, thank you for all the time, effort and energy that went into putting
these articles together! Your imagination in exploring this facility and all
that’s in it and sharing your research and pictures with us has been a
true gift! Trinity staff received many comments and compliments on the
issues of The Messenger in which your articles were featured. And you
taught us all so much!

From Pastor Gaustad’s Study (at home):
“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and
gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, and then, for a
second time in the history of the world, man will have discovered fire.”

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Nothing has changed, and yet everything has changed. None of us
expected a pandemic like this to hit with such a swift and hard
sucker-punch to our collective gut. None of us expected the social unrest
fueled by righteous indignation at racial injustice. None of us expected
the chaos that has become this everyday world. None of us expected the
second economic pandemic that accompanied the first pandemic to strike
Continued on the next page.

so many and reveal with concrete, undeniable contrast the vast disparity
between those who have much wealth, and those who have little. And
surely none of us (least of all me) expected this cyclone of swirling,
contrasting, confusing, and sometimes almost overwhelming feelings that
have washed over us this past half year—feelings of faith and fear,
solidarity and animosity, confidence and anxiety, serenity and anger, unity
and estrangement, commitment and cynicism, reliability and
disillusionment, compassion and ambivalence, tranquility and threat, hope
and despair…
Everything has changed, and yet nothing has changed. We are still called
to love and care for our neighbor. Throughout all of scripture, God
demands that we seek not just our own welfare, but the welfare of our
neighbor. Jesus commands us to “love our neighbors as ourselves.” And a
part of that love is seeking justice for our neighbor. At this point in human
history, and at this point in our nation’s history, we continue to need to be
reminded of God’s concern for all life, and the concrete ways we as
Christians (and perhaps just as human beings) are to act.
In March, we of Trinity followed the mandate of our state government and
stopped meeting face to face in order to stem the spread of the deadly
Covid-19 virus. As a pastoral theologian, I totally agree with following this
edict. It was, and continues to be, the right thing to do. Now, like you I
suspect, I’ve grown weary of this quarantine. I want desperately for life to
return to normal. I miss seeing you all, greeting you, talking and learning
with you, sharing life with you. But I also know that nothing has changed.
The incidence of Covid-19 infection here in Pierce County and in
Washington State is still very much on the rise. I check the Pierce County
Health Department Covid-19 website daily. (FYI- New information is
posted daily at about 2 pm on their website www.tpchc.org.) The virus is
still rampant. The number of active cases in our county has quadrupled
since the 1st of July. The virus is still killing people. And research tells us
that churches are among the virus’ “super-spreaders.” The last thing I
want to be a part of is spreading the virus to you or to anyone else in the
community. So for now, I’ll stay at home when and as I can. I’ll wear a
mask when I can’t. I’ll wash my hands, and maintain a safe physical
distance, and not gather people together in crowds indoors, because we
are called to care. Nothing has changed, and yet we so very much want
everything to change. We must still consider and care for our neighbor.
Continued on the next page.

In the midst of this pandemic the “Black Lives Matter” movement has
emerged. If this were a “normal” time, I would invite us to gather in
groups to engage in deep conversations, and to propose action for the
sake of justice for our neighbor. As things are now, I will invite you to do
as I have been doing these past many weeks, to “Examine yourselves to

see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize
that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless, indeed, you fail to pass the test!”
(2 Corinthians 13:5) “Implicit bias” may be a new term, but there is
absolutely nothing new about the truth that the phrase represents. You
and I have inherited a wrong that must not be allowed to continue.
Racism is as deadly as any virus. Everything has changed, and yet nothing
has changed—but the racism that was planted within us must change, and
we must be the ones to change it. As people of faith, as followers of
Christ, we must consider and care for our neighbor, especially when our
history has been severely to the contrary.
Nothing has changed, and yet everything is changing. God is still God.
God is still the force of love wanting and waiting to be unleashed into and
upon this world—through you. Be gospel, beloved. Be gospel.

PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD

Prayers for the World is lead by PLU Campus Pastor Jen Ruud and
Trinity’s Pastor Jonette Blakney. Vocalists from PLU and Trinity help
lead the worship. Prayers for the World will resume virtually once a
week, beginning September 11. Watch for further information.

Hello from King’s Manor Senior Living!
A few Trinity church members have been enjoying Trinity’s weekly service by
DVD. It’s not the same as worshiping in person, but social distancing doesn’t
have to mean social isolation. These smiling faces have been doing a great
job keeping their faith alive during this pandemic. Please keep our seniors in
your prayers and don’t forget that a smile goes a long way when you’re unable
to give a hug instead!
Ellen Reuter
Marketing Director

Betty Ostrander, Ira
Leegard & Helen
“Toppy” Kyllo
At the time the photo
was
taken, Gene
Lundgaard was “out”
with his son.

Gary Jose, now living at
McGee’s Guest Home, says
he misses seeing
everyone at Trinity!

Sig Larson says “Hello” from
the patio of Silver Creek
by Bonaventure.

Let’s “Tour” Trinity Gardens and Yards
With no opportunity for the Women of Trinity to hold its annual Garden Walk,
we were thinking that it would be fun to see the yards and gardens of Trinity
members and friends. If you’d like to be part of a virtual tour, send digital
pictures or videos to office@trinitylutheranparkland.org or, if you would like
assistance in take pictures/filming, call Cheryl Mays Comen at 253-426-2536.
Your Administrative Staff, Beth, Cheryl & Pat
This announcement appeared in the August 2nd Weekly News. Here are
some of the responses (we’d like to hear from more of you, by the way!)

Donna Feller says this is hers and
Gary's garden.


5 pot of tomatoes.



2 large pots of
petunias.



2 rows of raspberries,
ready to pick in late
August.

The Fellers’ Flowers!

A Mini-tour of Bob &
Anita Goings’
Gardens!

A new fence and beautiful
flowers at Dick & Marlene
Myking’s home!

Julie Storaasli’s
wonderful gardens

Living poetry in Marsha Evans’ garden!

Maybe you’re not a gardener …
but what have you been up to during this time
of “social distancing?”
Home projects, crafts, volunteering? Whatever it is, we’d like to know about it!
To remind us of our many connections besides worshipping together, we think
it would be great to see what each other is/are up to.
So, again, get out your digital camera and document your activities since
we’ve been apart. Send pictures or video to
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org or, if you would like assistance in take
pictures/filming, call Cheryl Mays Comen at 253-426-2536.
Your Administrative Staff, Beth, Cheryl & Pat
Here are a few of the responses to this announcement; again, you are invited
to send in your pictures As well!

An amazing space ship built by Bob Goings, using Legos!

Carol Fossum has
been sewing quilts
for Lutheran World
Relief! Wow! That’s
a lot of stitches!

From Tacoma to Osaka with Love
As we learn more and more about how the coronavirus spreads, it is becoming
increasingly clear that the wearing of masks is an absolute necessity. Earlier this
summer Trinity’s own Karen Perrine took part in a mask making project headed
up by my wife, Naomi Shiga, for an orphanage in Osaka, Japan. The foster and
adoption system we rely on in the U.S. for children without parents does not exist
in Japan, and so orphanages play an important, but often hidden role. Naomi
became aware of the Uminoko-gakuen orphanage and school through an
organist colleague, Yuu Nakaie and her husband, the Rev. Jun Nakaie,
head-pastor at Osaka-nishi Presbyterian Church, the largest Christian church in
Osaka. As a part of their church’s outreach in the community, they are involved
with Uminoko-gakuen, and in the early summer they learned of an urgent need
for masks. Although the wearing of masks is quite common in Japan, particularly
during cold and flu season, few masks are manufactured natively. And so when
there was a sudden need for universal masking in the spring because of the rapid
spread of the coronavirus, there were not enough facilities within the country to
meet the increased demand. Acquiring masks for an entire private and non-profit
school such as Uminoko-gakuen was particularly a challenge. When Naomi
learned of their need, she set about the task of making 100 masks in various
sizes for children and youth between the ages of 2 and 18. A handful of masks in,
she knew she couldn’t do it alone, so she began to seek out volunteers both at
the church where she is organist, St. Andrew’s Episcopal, and at Trinity where
Karen graciously agreed to help out. Less than three weeks later a package with
100 masks, together with 100 candy bars was in the mail headed for Japan. The
principal of Uminoko-gakuen wrote to say that the kids at the school think their
masks are the absolute coolest. Not only are they handmade, but their aunties in
America made them just for them! Last week a thank you letter came from one of
the students who received a mask, Ryu. The picture you see here is of Ryu’s
letter. It reads:
Dear Auntie Karen, Auntie Mary, and Naomi-san,
Thank you for your gift of the cool masks and chocolates.
I like art class. Art is my favorite.
Aunties, please take care,
Ryu

Included with his letter was a gift of his origami art, made with very special
colors saved for special occasions: a boy in gold, a crane in orange, and a
cicada in silver.

It seems like such a small thing, but we are all connected, and helping one
another, even from across the ocean can only help to make the world a better
place, even in the midst of a worldwide pandemic. And so on behalf of Naomi,
a big thank you to Karen for helping out.
Happy masking everyone!
Jonathan Wohlers

WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON AT TRINITY?
Getting ready for outdoor worship on August 2nd

Susan Wells & Harold Thomas

Hanging of the Centennial Banner.

Created by Karen Perrine and Donna Feller.

Cheryl Mays
Comen (on ladder)
& Susan Wells

Preparing the deck and the
video broadcast equipment.

The earlier picture of Gary Jose was at McGee Gues

Outdoor Worship on Sunday, August 2nd

Rainer Scearce received
a quilt from the Trinity
Quilters as a
congratulatory gift for his
high school graduation.
Anita Going represented
the quilters in the
presentation.

Annual, ‘Summer of Giving’ Food Drive
By Aurora Wilson-Greene, Director of Trinity Lutheran Childcare

You may remember that I started a food drive last year for the summer.
We focused on all of the children home for the summer so we asked the
Trinity Children and their families to donate ‘Kid Friendly’ foods, snacks,
and drinks. It was very successful.
This year, I did not wait until July to start the Food Drive. Because Covid
shut down the schools so early, I started it in June. We didn’t specifically
request any type of items. We just wanted to help out families who are
struggling with diverse challenges due to the Pandemic. Our goal is to fill
the barrel each month. All of the classes are participating as well as staff.
We had popsicles to celebrate our donation in all classrooms. We
actually already have our barrel half full so I believe we will be donating
at the end of July as well.
We had our School Agers deliver the food with one of our Teachers, Ms.
Jazmin, and Mary Dennis. The School Age classroom is mainly past
Trinity Graduates who are here for the Summer. (Their parents contacted
me because their current child cares closed.) We have a few children
from the community whose parents are Essential Service Workers. We
understand that we have all been blessed here at Trinity and we want to
help our children learn the great gift of generosity.

Photo taken by Pastor
Jonette Blakney
and parents gave
permission for
inclusion in this
newsletter.

A Composite View of Trinity’s Summer 2020

The first TLCW Snack & Yak
Alice Alexander, Maren Johnson, Carole Fossum, Juanita Stalwick

Snack & Yak

The second TLCW Snack & Yak
Ely Smith (her birthday!), Pat Ness, Anita Going, Sandra Jerke, Nancy Belle Skeels,
Lois Lerum , Joani Easterlund

Zoom View:
Pastor Jeff, the group
in the Narthex, Arin
Seldomridge, Bob
Olsen, Phil Edlund

Attending in
person:
Dick Myking,
Jim Scearce,
Harold Thomas,
Hank Mays

Men Of Trinity (MOT) Bible Study held via Zoom and in–person in TLC’s
Narthex. So good to be together again!

Viewing the virtual worship as a
small group in the Sanctuary.
Call Cheryl at 253-426-2536
for details.

Well socially
distanced!

The lovely card
and beautiful
flowers delivered
to Bea Flatness
on her 105th
birthday on
Trinity’s behalf by
Church Steward,
Cheryl Mays
Comen.

Other bouquets enjoyed by
Bea on her very special day.

July Birthdays
7/1
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/6
7/6
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/10
7/12
7/15
7/15
7/18
7/21
7/21
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/26
7/26
7/30
7/30

Richard Ostrander
Rosie Paolino
Bill Pearch
John Goodspeed
Lynette Cubbage
Joan Webb
Jonette Blakney
Julie Storaasli
Anita Going
Beth Rich
Lyle Feller
Helen (Toppy) Kyllo
Dave Mietzke
James Scearce
Veronica Baccus
Julia Kellermann
Erika Bacon
Lynn Cooper
Gregory Kellermann
Karl Lerum
Annelise McDougall
Tami Broden
Marlen Miller
Eric Stenerson
Olivia Cassidy
Gabriella Strom

August Birthdays
8/2
8/4
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/13
8/13
8/15
8/18
8/18
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/22
8/23
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/31

Debby Neighbarger
Erv Severtson
Donna Scearce
Roy Masengale
Beatrice Flatness
Greg Durston
Jeff Gaustad
Lori Titus
Jordyn Mietzke
Ely Smith
Michelle Strom
Roland Benson, Jr
Nellie Cassinerio
Karli Floyd
Juanita Stalwick
Larry Bittner
Lois Lerum
Sharon Crawford
Elizabeth Meier
Betty Ostrander
Sandra Jerke
Gene Keller
Cheryl Mays Comen
Robert Harris
Laura Tobiason-Howe
Joan Oldag
Janet Holsten
Philip Nordquist
Tim Wise
Rich Neighbarger
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