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*A version of this article was previously published in the 10/25/20 edition of Trinity’s Weekly  

Announcements.  Please note that several changes have been since that time and appear in red.  

 

Beloved of God,  

During the second week of March 2020, in response to the rising tide of COVID-19 cases 
and in compliance with the governor’s guidelines, we cancelled worship in the sanctuary and 
closed the church building. I would never have guessed that I would be writing to you 8 
months later, outlining Trinity’s worship schedule into Advent and Christmas with only virtual 
(on-line) opportunities. Though this comes with heartache, I also feel a sense of gratitude for 
the many ways we have managed to adapt to this strange new reality together, as a church 
body.  

 

This takes all of us, not only the worship leaders, musicians, lay readers and prayer leaders 
and those producing the recorded or livestream or Zoom service, but all of YOU who have 
taken the plunge into uncharted waters, learning new technologies or upgrading your com-
puter or asking for help.  

 

For those of you who have not yet taken the plunge, for whatever reason, it’s not too late!  I 
encourage you to make a plan to do so! Every person on Trinity’s staff is eager to support 
you in accessing on-line worship. Please contact one of us and we will help you figure out 
what the best option is for you and assist you in the process. The water is smooth and the 
fellowship is wonderful once you’ve taken the plunge.  And, even after the tide of the  
pandemic ebbs into the sunset and we rejoice in worship once again gathered in our  
sanctuary, we will continue to livestream the services. On-line worship will continue to be a 
gift into the future. When you find yourself under the weather, without transportation or away 
traveling, you will always have the option to tune in and worship with your home  
congregation. 

 

Please note that these plans are current as of 11/12/20. We hope there will be no further 
changes, though if any are necessary, they will be communicated as clearly and as early as 
possible through email, our Facebook page and website. As we all know, all plans are  
subject to change more often than usual these days as we respond to circumstances  
influenced by the pandemic. 

 

Thank you for being a part of the life, ministry and worshipping community of Trinity Lutheran 
Church!  You are each a treasured gift and we are church together, knit together into the one 
body of Christ.  

November Sunrise 

Continued on the next page. 



As we enter the season of colder temperatures and shorter days, may the light of Christ’s 
love shine brightly on you. May the Holy Spirit stir up hope in you so that it floats in your life 
like a marshmallow on hot chocolate. May your Savior, revealed in God made flesh, be your 
constant source of joy and peace in these days ahead and always. 

Yours, in Christ, 

Pastor Jonette Blakney 

 

 

Sundays: Service of the Word will be recorded each week and made available by 9 AM 
each Sunday.  

There are several ways to access the service.  

Trinity’s website: www.trinitylutheranparkland.org  

Trinity’s Facebook page: @TrinityLutheranParkland 

Trinity’s Youtube channel: search “Trinity Parkland” 

A weekly email from Trinity includes the link to the services. If you are not currently on the 
email list and would like to be, please contact Pat Durston:  
Office@trinitylutheranparkland.org.  

 In-person screening of the recorded worship in Trinity’s sanctuary, Sundays at 11:00 AM. 

 

A bulletin to accompany each service, as well as Trinity’s Weekly Announcements, can be 
found each week on our website, Facebook page and in the weekly email.  

 

November (in addition to Sunday worship) 

Evening Worship with Holy Communion (Zoom): Wednesday, November 18, 2020, 
7:00 PM. 

A virtual gathering through Zoom. The Zoom link, along with the bulletin, will be sent 
out to everyone on Trinity’s email list on Monday, November 16, 2020. If you do 
not receive the link and would like to attend the service, please email one of the 

pastors.  

Pastor Blakney: prblakney@trinitylutheranparkland.org  

Pastor Gaustad: prjlg@msn.com 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Gathering (Zoom) Wednesday, November 25, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 

 Rather than a worship service, this will be an opportunity for hosted conversation with 
one another, to see familiar and new faces and name things for which we give thanks 
this year. We will also enjoy some music associated with Thanksgiving and harvest. 
You are invited to indulge with your own slice of pie and beverage . . . It will be fun to 
talk about the variety of favorite pies!  The Zoom link for this gathering will be sent to 
everyone on Trinity’s email list on Monday, November 23, 2020.  

 

 

To accept this invitation,  

RSVP to King’s Manor at 253-538-7222 

by November 23rd.  

Shirley Mayer 
and daughter 
Nancy White 
traveled as 
they were able 
during the 
summer:  
(left to right)
Westport, 
Leavenworth & 
Paradise at Mt. 

Rainier. 

Trinity continues to plan and hold functions in compliance with the updated 
governmental COVID-19 guidelines. As Pierce County and Washington 
State numbers of infections and deaths change, Trinity’s cautions have also 
changed. Watch for further updates via Trinity’s Weekly News and/or email 
notices. If you do not currently get Trinity’s electronic Weekly News or email 
notices, please contact Pat at office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to request 
that your name and email address be added.  

Thank you for continuing to wear a mask when in public and for following 
Trinity’s requests for compliance with recommendations. 
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11/03 Ashley Langseth 

11/03 Stanley Sollie 

11/05 Gloria Duntsch 

11/05 Elaine Ramsay 

11/07 Warren Miller 

11/08 Jeffrey Honeycutt 

11/10 Sally Goldyn 

11/11 Jessie McKenzie 

11/13 Miles Scearce 

11/15 William Ehlers, Jr. 

11/15 Taylor McElliott 

11/17 Virginia Garrison 

11/17 Gary Jose 

11/18 Bobbie Chipman 

11/18 Myron Thompson 

11/21 Rodney Efterfield 

11/21 Bill Habermann 

11/22 Steven Ufer 

11/22 Janet Ulberg 

11/23 Rainer Scearce 

11/26 Samuel Simmons 

11/26 Penny Swenson 

11/30 Eric Kuester 

12/04 Don Little 

12/04 Mei Shen 

12/05 Chris Cassidy 

12/05 Delores Kastelle 

12/05 Tin Tin Lee 

12/05 Jacob Titus 

12/17 Maren Johnson 

12/18 Marilyn Knutson 

12/19 Ed Kreamer 

12/20 Carol Fossum 

12/21 Addison Gonce 

12/24 Tim Firgens 

12/25 Gerald Hedlund 

12/25 Kurt Myking 

12/25 Verna Thomas 

12/26 Donna Feller 

12/26 Joanne Schwartz 

12/27 Kirk Broden 

12/28 Jay McCament 

12/30 Marilyn Hilsen 

December (In addition to Sunday worship) 

Advent worship (on-line): Holden Evening Prayer, Wednesdays (Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23) 
at 7:00 PM. These services will be livestreamed from Trinity’s sanctuary and can 
be viewed on Trinity’s Youtube channel.  A link to the service will be posted on  
Trinity’s Facebook page and website (listed above), as well as in the weekly email.  

 
Christmas Eve Worship: The service will be recorded and made available the 

morning of December 24th on Trinity’s Youtube channel with links to the  
service posted on Trinity’s Facebook page, website and in the weekly email.   
A limited number of DVD’s will be available for those without access to internet  
options. Please contact the church office to request a DVD.  An in-person screen-
ing will be shown at a time and date to be determined. 

 

The decision to record the Christmas Eve service (rather than livestream) was made in  
response to strong warnings of heavy internet traffic causing congestion, slow and interrupted 
connection and potential crashes of the internet on Christmas Eve. This seems plausible  
considering the volume of not only church services on the internet, but families gathering  
virtually throughout the day, especially in the evening. Trinity’s recorded worship allows you to 
attend as fits in your family schedule and internet traffic patterns in your area.  

 

There will be no Christmas Day Worship service at Trinity this year.  We pray we 

are able to gather together again in Trinity’s sanctuary next year.   

 

If you have any questions or would like to request assistance in accessing worship, please 
contact one of the pastors or staff members.  Once again, changes, updates and additions 
will be communicated as clearly and quickly as possible after they are made.  

 
Be Well. Stay Well. God is with us.  

Chambers Bay Sunset  Photo by Sandra Jerke 



   Rhodies in Sandra’s yard 

Sunset from Sandra’s deck and a 

visitor to the deck earlier in the 

day! 

Sandra Jerke shares 

some of her favorite 

photos 

TLC Women Ingathering and 

Crafting Party on Thursday,  

November 12, 2020.   

Present: Joanne Schwartz, Carol 

Fossum, Nancy Judge, Ely Smith, 

Maren Johnson 



Trinity’s Yard Worker, Robin Williams and his two sons clearing the fallen leaves. 

From the Durston household: (above) Pepper 

on the left and Kyra on the right, hoping that 

the door will open soon. At left, Greg’s first  

apple pie! 

A favorite pathway  

Sandra’s indoor garden of poinsettias 

(ranging from one to four years old) 

And her orchid that’s bloomed for 10 

months straight! 

Clover Creek in February 

Snails along  

the path 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Prayers for the World 
A joint project of Pacific Lutheran University and Trinity Lutheran Church 

Via Zoom 10:30—11:00 Fridays 
through December 11, 2020 

(except November 27 when PLU is on Thanksgiving break.) 

Pondering is where the head and heart meet.  

You take these thoughts and feelings and let them swirl in your soul. 
 

Pondering isn’t so much about coming to a conclusion or even an action as living in 
the questions along with the feeling and allowing them to impact your connection 
with the world. 

Pondering is similar to wondering. It comes in unexpectedly. It flits. Grab it. 

I think poetry and other inspirational writings come from pondering. From  
something striking one in a new and unexpected way. To give one a glimpse of 
something deeper in meaning. 
 

 Upon your craggy cliff I sat 
 To gaze in awe and wonder at 
 The magic of your shimmering tide 
 That restored ease and peace inside. 

             — From ‘The Sea’ by Shirley Fudge 
 

 No one would have crossed the ocean if he could have gotten off the 
 ship in the storm.       — Charles Kettering 

The Boys’ Bathroom in the 

Childcare wing has been 

remodeled.  Below, see 

the Girls’ Bathroom that’s 

next on the docket. 



Church Steward’s Reflections 

Submitted by Cheryl Mays Comen 

 

What a good time of year to reflect on our ministry and think about how Trinity is 

touching the lives of those within our doors and all around us in our community.  How 

awesome it is to take notice of how things have changed, what new people, new  

ideas, new ways have been brought to cross our paths! I am in the Thanksgiving frame 

of mind.  Thanks be to God. Thanks be to all of you who are finding a few moments to 

read my words. I appreciate it very much. I certainly hope I will be able to tell you 

some things that you will find interesting and even exciting.  

 Whenever I get a chance to share something about projects or improvements in the 

building I find people fully engaged in listening. So let me bring you up to date on 

things going on with our buildings. One of the two Childcare restrooms (the boys’) has 

been completely remodeled, and the other one (the girls’)gets underway today. The 

paint is fresh in Dover White by Sherwin Williams. The brand new 25-year-guaranteed 

stalls are made of solid HDPE plastic in a silvery light speckled gray. Flooring is a sorrel 

gray multi-toned pattern in commercial-grade vinyl. For contrast, the laminate on the 

cabinetry is a darker bronze/gray shade, as is the window trim paint. Topping it off is a 

beautiful quartz countertop in a look that is called “Carefree”. Lubbesmeyer  

Construction is the company selected by Facilities Management for that job. I look  

forward to a day when we can again, as a congregation, walk over to the newly  

renovated space after a Sunday worship service and bless it to our future use for 

many, many years to come! 

A couple of projects have changed the look and functionality just outside the west end 

of our Thompson Hall building to improve its use as the queuing area of the Food  

Pantry. A portable vinyl carport has been fastened to the fence to add more cover 

overhead. A glass partition has been placed to offer protection between the waiting 

line and the served-and-exiting line of clients. The topic under discussion now is 

providing outdoor heating to the lines through the winter. 

The daily care and upkeep of our buildings and grounds is something that becomes 

something to really be thankful for in a time such as this. Our custodians come as 

needed, adjusting often to what is going on with a bit of a sporadic schedule. We are 

thankful to our landscaper Robin Williams for his care and maintenance of beds and 

edges and particularly now, leaf pick up. His high school age sons help him often. It is 

always good to see them in our yard! 



God has given us so much beauty here in the Northwest to enjoy. Pic-

tured above, a tree in Spanaway. To the right, photo taken on a morning 

hike in the foothills of Rainier with just a touch of the first snow. Below, a 

western bluebird posing in the back yard. As you ponder the changing of 

the seasons and the life changes ahead, take time to seek the beauty 

around you. Let the colors of autumn add warmth to the chill in the air. 

Marvel at the first snowfall and the transformation it brings. Even by 

watching the birds of the air we can be reminded of God’s care for all of 

His beings; He will never fail us. That is  

Christ’s message to us after all —  

that we are children of God and that He  

holds us in his hand; we do not need to  

fear what lies ahead. God has a place  

for us — now and forever. 


