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PRELUDE        Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern      Johann Sebastian Bach   

       BWV 739          (1685–1750)          

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Faithful God, 

C have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,  

and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C Amen. 

 

  



GATHERING HYMN  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! Hymn 308, sts. 1–3 

 
 

 

 

 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

KYRIE   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now 

by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

  



FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s 

presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international 

trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 

A  A reading from Isaiah. 

1
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 
2
For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 
3
Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

 
4
Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 
5
Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (ELW Psalter: Psalm Settings for the Church Year RCL)
 

1
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son.  

2
May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.  

3
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.  

4
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush 

the oppressor.  
5
May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.  

6
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth.  



7
In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.  

10
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and 

Seba bring gifts.  
11

May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service.  
12

For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.  
13

He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy.  
14

From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his 

sight.  

 

SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:1-12 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel 

ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of 

God’s promised salvation. 

A   A reading from Ephesians. 
 

1
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—

2
for 

surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 
3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 

4
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 

5
In 

former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6
that is, the Gentiles have become 

fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel. 

 
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me 

by the working of his power. 
8
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
9
and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 
10

so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11

This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12

in whom we have access to God in 

boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL READING WITH RESPONSES Matthew 2:1-12 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 
2
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
3
When King Herod 

heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4
and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5
They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 

7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 
8
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 
9
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10

When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11

On entering the house, they 



saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12

And having 

been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              Pastor Blakney 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Bright and Glorious Is the Sky   Hymn 301, sts. 1–5

 

 



BAPTISM OF KAGEN ALEXANDER LAMB 

Kagen’s parents are Madison & Chance Lamb; his sponsors are his grandparents, Donna 

& Steven Jupitz.\ 

INTRODUCTION 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to 

new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

PRESENTATION 

Sponsors: I present  Kagen Alexander Lamb for baptism. 

Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your 
child baptized into Christ? 

Parents: I do. 

Pastor: As you bring Kagen to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that your child may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Kagen grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents: I do. 

 

Pastor: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Kagen in the Christian faith as you are empowered 

by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

Sponsors: I do. 

 

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Kagen  and pray for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

All: We do. 

 

  



PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 Parents and sponsors: I renounce them. 

 

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people 

Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 

the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 

sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters 

of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

BAPTISM 

Pastor: Kagen Alexander Lamb, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

  and of the Son, 

 and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Kagen Alexander, you belong to Christ, 

in whom you have been baptized. 

All: Alleluia. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray… 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 

sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Kagen  with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 

of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

Kagen Alexander, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

Pastor: Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

WELCOME 

All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

A  Lord, in your mercy,      or …let us pray.  or Hear us, O God. 

C  Hear our prayer.  Have mercy, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 

A PRAYER IN THE TIME OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

P  God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face ever new 

uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are 

currently sick or in isolation.  Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, 

especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.  Guide us as we consider how 

best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities.  

Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 

service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

 

OFFERTORY          The Kings  Peter Cornelius (1824–1874); K. Lee Scott (arr.)  



LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 

   who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / MINISTRY FEATURES 
 

BLESSING / BENEDICTION 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   Hymn 310 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern       Dieterich Buxtehude 

BuxWV 223(b)         (ca. 1637–1707)          
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