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PRELUDE   Salvation Has Come to Us   Dieterich Buxtehude (ca. 1637–1707) 

      

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

P:  In the name of the Father 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

  



OPENING  HYMN   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   Hymn 836 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

  



FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes 

upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 

commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

A:  A reading from Acts. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM   Psalm 98:1-6   Text from The Revised Grail Psalms 

 2The Lord has made known his salvation, 
 has shown his deliverance to the nations. 
 3He has remembered his merciful love 
 and his truth for the house of Israel. 

  

All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
 4Shout to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song, 
 and sing out your praise. 

  
5Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, 
 with the harp and the sound of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn, 
 raise a shout before the King, the Lord. 

 

  



SECOND READING  1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 

commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love 

and faith. 

A:   A reading from 1 John. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 

conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE       Cheryl Mays Comen 

     

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 



GOSPEL READING WITH RESPONSES John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them 

in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they 

love one another. 

P:   The holy gospel according to John, chapter 15. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 

in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON            Pastor Blakney 

 

 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY   Holy God, Holy and Glorious   Hymn 358 

 

 

 

  



THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

A:  Lord, in your mercy,      or …let us pray.  or Hear us, O God. 

C:  Hear our prayer.  Have mercy, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

A PRAYER IN THE TIME OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

P:  God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face ever new 

uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are 

currently sick or in isolation.  Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, 

especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.  Guide us as we consider how 

best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities.  

Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 

service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

  



OFFERTORY  God, the All-Holy, Maker and Mother           Traditional Gaelic;  

                                                                                                             text, Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 

   who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / MINISTRY FEATURES 

 

BLESSING / BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN  Abide, O Dearest Jesus     Hymn 539 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Praembulum in F    Petrus Hasse (d. 1640) 
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