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September 12, 2021 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 

 
Masks: Required. 

 
 Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like 

you do a hospital room).  
 Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please 

spread yourselves out in the space.  
 Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two 

locations at each side of the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates 
upon entering/exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion . 

 Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the 
bulletin.  

 
 

Throughout this bulletin:  
 

C = Congregation                     P = Presiding minister      A = Assisting Minister      
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS: 
 
 Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk. 
 Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your  

participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff. 
 If you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to 

introduce yourself to the person at the information desk in the Narthex. 
 We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet  

activities area at the rear of the worship space so children may remain in  
worship, or parents may, if necessary, take their children to the entrance area, 
where the service may be heard over speakers. 

 If you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want 
to join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Gaustad at church,  
253-537-0201 x103; or Pastor Blakney at church, 253-537-0201 x104 or email: 
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor. 
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GATHERING 
  

PRELUDE      Psalm 116  Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562–1621) 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Please stand as you are able.  
  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the  
presiding minister begins. 

   
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us 
and all of creation. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: To you, O God, 
C: all hearts are open, to you all desires known.  

We come to you, confessing our sins.  
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love.  
Show us your ways; teach us your paths;  
and lead us in justice and truth,  
for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and 
sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  Hymn 834 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:  O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 

glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we 
may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
  

Please be seated.  
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WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. 
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians  
associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors  
but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

A: A reading from Isaiah . 
 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

 
A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 116:1-9   
 Cantor 1 leads the refrains; the congregation responds, singing with  
 Cantor 2. 
 
Refrain  

 1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the Lord has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” Refrain 
 
 5Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 
  our God is full of compassion. 
 6The Lord watches over the innocent; 
  I was brought low, and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
  for the Lord has dealt well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
  in the land of the living. Refrain 
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SECOND READING   James 3:1-12  
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we 
speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but 
what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 

 
A:  A reading from James.  
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many 
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they 
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  
 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full 
of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour 
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water 
yield fresh. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human 
being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept 
that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong 
challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 

P:  The holy gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered 
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 
29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 
the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he  
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them  
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to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in  
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this  
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON           Pastor Blakney 
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Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Will You Come and Follow Me  Hymn 798 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 
A:  Lord, in your mercy,      or …let us pray.  or Hear us, O God. 
C:  Hear our prayer.  Have mercy, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

We encourage “touch free” --  eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed 
on your heart with the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 
 
 
 



14 

MEAL 
 

Please remain seated during the singing of the offertory. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Strengthen for Service, Lord  Robert A. Hobby 
           (b. 1962) 
             
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and delight . . .  we praise your name and join their  
unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
 

 



17 

COMMUNION 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his     

grace. 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever    
ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 
your own life. 
In your name we pray.  

C: Amen. 
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NOW, LORD YOU LET YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING / BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   Lead On, O King Eternal!   Hymn 805 
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DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Praembulum in D  Martin Radeck (ca. 1600–1670) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy credits: Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (SETTING 2) © 2006, 
and Sundays and Seasons © 2021, both published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license # 15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the 
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the Na-
tional Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
  

Hymn credits: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; text by Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) alt.; 

music ST. DENIO Welsh traditional, arr. John Roberts (1807-1876). Reprinted from the public do-

main.  Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons); text by John L. Bell (b. 1949); music 

KELVINGROVE Scottish traditional. Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.. 

Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. Music reprinted from the public do-

main.  Lead On, O King Eternal!; text by Ernest W. Shurtleff (1862-1917); music LANCASHIRE by 

Henry T. Smart (1813-1879). Reprinted from the public domain.     

Serving in Worship Today:   
Preaching and Presiding Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Director of Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers   
Cantors: Julie Landes and Dr. Jeffery Bell-Hanson 
Lector: TBA 
Prayer Leader: TBA 
Sound and Video Production: Lowell Kiesow  
Communion Assistant: TBA 


