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Our birth is but a sleep and a 

forgetting; 

The soul that rises with us, 

  Our life’s star, 

Hath had elsewhere its setting, 

And cometh from afar. 

Not in entire forgetfulness, 

And not in utter nakedness, 

But trailing clouds of glory, 

  do we come 

From God, who is our home. 

    Wm. Wordsworth 
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 John B. “Jay” McCament 
December 28, 1934—August 27, 2021 

 

When Jay was 14, he wore his Boy 
Scout uniform whenever a member 
of the VFW picked him up at school 
and took him to the cemetery to play 
“Taps” for a veteran. He played at 
dozens of funerals after WWII when 
so many soldiers were brought home 
for burial. Seventy years later, he 
last played “Taps” for a Memorial 
Day Observance. Now it’s Jay’s turn 
to be honored when “Taps” will be 
played for him. 
 

John B. McCament (Jay) passed 
away August 27, 2021, in Tacoma, 

Wash. Jay was born December 28, 1934, to Johnny and Inez (Berry) McCament in 
Coffeyville, Kan. He later lived in Caney, Kan., Buhl, Idaho, and Ellensburg, Wash.  
 

Jay was preceded in death by his parents and is survived by his loving wife, J.J., and 
children Kelly Patterson (Dick), Kevin McCament, Kearn McCament, and stepson Travis 
Profit, grandsons Steven McCament and Jeremy Logue (Maggie) and their families; 
sister, Cynthia Holroyd (Andy), nephew Jim Holroyd (Mary) and niece Amy Brown (Pat); 
and nephew Tymon LaMar (Toni) and niece Michela Laverty.   
 

Jay graduated from Ellensburg HS and earned music degrees from Central WA College 
and the University of WA. He was a talented musician and soloist playing trumpet and 
bass in many bands including the Puyallup Fair, the UW Jazz Ensemble, Seattle 
Seahawks, and the Tony Bennett tour of WA State. Jay was the band director at Manson 
and Wenatchee high schools and Kalles Jr. High, established the Music Dept. at Fort 
Steilacoom College (Pierce) and also taught at PLU. A man with faith, he played trumpet 
and bass and sang in the choir at First Christian and Trinity Lutheran. Jay also composed 
and arranged music and directed musical performances in the community.  
 

Jay had a second career as a distinguished custom gunmaker and was a member of the 
American Custom Gunmaker’s Guild. Several of his finely handcrafted custom guns were 
featured in gun magazines and graced their front covers.  
 

Jay was an Army veteran and proudly played in the Army’s 3rd Division Band at Fort 
Benning, Ga. While in boot camp, he was chosen as “Supernumerary”--ranking him #1 in 
an inspection of almost 1,000 troops.  In life and love, Jay always floated to the top.   
 

Jay’s ashes will be buried at Fir Lane Memorial Park, Tacoma, Wash. and Sunnyside 
Cemetery, Caney, Kan. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Trinity Lutheran 
Music Endowment Fund, the American Custom Gunmaker’s Guild, Ducks Unlimited, or 
a charity of your choice.   
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In keeping with the governor’s directive, Trinity asks all people attending this worship 
to wear a mask that covers both mouth and nose—especially when singing—even if 

you are fully vaccinated.  If you do not have a mask, we will provide one for you.  We 
do this as a precaution to protect those in the assembly who cannot or have not, for a 

variety of reasons, received COVID vaccinations.   

 
 

Throughout:  C = Congregation    P = Presiding Minister    A = Assisting Minister 
 

              

PRELUDE  

GATHERING 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
P  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.  We are gathered to 

worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our 
brother Jay, to give thanks for his life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 

 and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 

A pall, a symbol of being clothed with Christ in baptism, is placed over the urn. 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  
 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,  
 so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
 we too might live a new life.  
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his,  
 we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.   
 In his baptism, Jay was clothed with Christ.  
 On the day of Christ’s coming, he shall be clothed with God's own glory. 

 

Please stand as you are able 

GREETING AND PRAYER 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  
 O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother Jay.  
 We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 

pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.  
 Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are 
gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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Please be seated 

EULOGY                Morrie Pedersen  
 

“Sugar Blues” (excerpt)                                                             Morris Northcutt, trumpet 

WORD 
READING: Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV) 
 

28 Do you not know?   
     Have you not heard?   
 The Lord is the everlasting God,  
     the Creator of the ends of the earth.   
 He will not grow tired or weary,  
     and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary,  
     and increases the power of the weak.   
30 Even youths grow tired and weary,  
     and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the Lord  
     will renew their strength.   
 They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will walk and not be faint. 

 

 

P  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnny, Inez, JB (Jay) and Cynthia on their front lawn in Caney, Kansas circa 1945  
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HYMN for the Congregation:        Great Is Thy Faithfulness      
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 READING: Philippians 4:4-9 
 

     4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
     8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me – put it into practice.  And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

P  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:1-10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

     When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

 
P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 

SERMON                    Pastor Gaustad
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Jay in his shop (top circa 1990, bottom circa 1998) 
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PRAYERS and the LORD’S PRAYER 
P Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”   

Jesus, fullness of compassion, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw 
near to us who mourn for Jay, and dry the tears of those who weep. Lord, in your 
mercy,      

C hear our prayer. 

P Jesus, firstborn of the new creation, you raised the dead; give to Jay, our brother, 
life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,     

C  hear our prayer. 

P Jesus, friend of sinners, you promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring Jay to 
the joys of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Jesus, wellspring of life, you washed our brother Jay in baptism and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit; give him communion with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Jesus, bread of life, you nourished Jay at your table on earth; welcome him at your 
table in the realm of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,             

C hear our prayer.  

P Jesus, bright morning star, comfort us in our sorrows at the death of Jay; let our 
faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Jesus, Lord of life, with the Father and the Spirit you have made us in your image to 
reflect your truth and light. We give you thanks for Jay, for the grace and mercy he 
received from you, for all that was good in his life, for the memories we treasure 
today…  

 God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of those 
who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your 
saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and 
especially those most dear to us who rest in you… Give us in time our portion with 
those who have trusted in you and have striven to do your holy will. To your name, 
with the Church on earth and the Church in heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
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P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Solo                                        Beautiful Savior                          Morris Northcutt, trumpet   
                                                                                                     Jonathan Wohlers, organ 

COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 

 P  Let us commend Jay to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 

P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Jay.       
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,                                       
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.                                             
Receive him into the arms of your mercy,  

 into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,     
 and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
C Amen 

P  Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; 
 and let light perpetual shine on him. 
 

BLESSING 
Please stand as you are able 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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Top left: Jay as a featured gunmaker in 
Rifle magazine, fall, 1997 
 
Top right: Jay’s rifle on the cover of 
Guns magazine, August 1986 
 
Center right: Jay’s sheep rifle featured in     
magazine article.  
 
Lower right: General Norman (Stormin’ 
Norman) Schwarzkopf admiring Jay’s 
artistry. 
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Upper left: Jay playing the double bass, 
June 2012 
 
Upper right: JB McCament, trumpeter, 
3rd Infantry Division Band, US Army, 
1953-54. 
 
Lower right:  Jay with Michael Estes, 
Memorial Day 2018, Caney, KS. 
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HYMN for the Congregation:        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                       

All are invited to join Jay’s family for a reception in Trinity’s Wheeler Street  

Courtyard (outside to the east of this chapel.)    
 

Inurnment will take place at Fir Lane Memorial Park,  924 E. 176th, Spanaway, WA   
at approximately 1:15 pm today, and in Sunnyside Cemetary , Caney, KS at a later date. 

 
Serving in this worship 

  
Presiding Ministers:          The Rev. Dr. Jeffery Gaustad 
     The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Organist:   Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
 

Liturgy used in this worship is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishing, reprinted under authority of OneLi-
cense.net license number A-706935. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education . The hymn Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness, text by Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960), music  FAITHFULNESS by William M. Runyan 
(1870-1957).  Text and music © 1923, Ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company.  Reprinted under authority 
of OneLicense.net # A-706935.  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow, text by Thomas Ken (1637-
1711), music OLD HUNDREDTH. Reprinted from the public domain.  
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Top: JB McCament  & Marvin Jenkins Army 
jam session at Ft. Benning, GA, circa 1953-54 
 
Lower left: JB McCament  Grand Prize winner 
Kiwanis Amateurs contest—”Sugar Blues” 
March 19, 1949 
 
Lower right:  14 year old JB McCament     
receives a superior rating at the Central Wash-
ington Musical Competition,  clipping from 
the Ellensburg  Daily Record, circa 1948-49. 
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Top left: practicing bass for Trinity worship, 2012 
 
Top right: High School graduation picture, 1952 
 
Lower left: Morrie Pederson, Jay, and Bob Mowad, circa 
February 1980 
 
Lower right:  Jay with the Seahawks Band, 1976-77 


