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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home.
Masks: Required.







Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like you do a
hospital room).
Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please spread
yourselves out in the space.
Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two locations at
each side of the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates upon entering/
exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion .
Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the bulletin.
Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose
offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your
statement of giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are in the
Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS:







Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk.
Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your
participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff.
If you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to
introduce yourself to the person at the information desk in the Narthex.
We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet activities area at the
rear of the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard
over speakers.
If you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Blakney at church, 253-537-0201
x104 x103; or Interim Pastor Ronald Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 or email:
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor.

Throughout this bulletin:

C = Congregation

P = Presiding minister
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A = Assisting Minister

GATHERING
PRELUDE Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
(Awake, the Voice Is Calling Us), BWV 645

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
C Amen.
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Jo Jellen and Granddaughter Kash
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements
of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin
is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come,
C let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
HYMN FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, sts. 1–2

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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ELW Hymn 257

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The
LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.
A A reading from Jeremiah.
14The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Psalm 25:1–10
Cantor 1 leads the refrains; the congregation responds, singing with Cantor 2.
Refrain

To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths. Refrain
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5Lead

me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and up right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way. Refrain
10All

your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. Refrain

SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them.
In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing
church.

L A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
9How

can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel.

Proper verse: Stand up and | raise your heads—* your redemption is | drawing near.
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GOSPEL READING
Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and
receive God’s promised redemption.

P The Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.
28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
29Then

he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
34“Be

on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON

Pastor Jonette Blakney
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Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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ELW 244

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(A list of people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.)
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:

A Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
Please stand as you are able.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.
We encourage “touch free” -- eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed on your heart with the words,
“Peace be with you.”
MEAL
OFFERTORY HYMN
Please stand as you are able.

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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ACS 901

OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached the
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P God fills the hungry with good things.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.
A Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
SENDING
BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

ELW 435

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Ontwaak, gij die slaapt’ (Awake Thou that Sleep)
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Klaas Bolt (1927–1990)

SERVING TODAY:
Presiding and Preaching Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney
Director of Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers
Cantors: Dr. Jeffry Bell-Hanson and Mackenzie Taylor
Lector: Pat Witt
Prayer Leader: Cheryl Reagan
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Sally Goldyn

Liturgy Credits Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Five) © 2006, Psalm Settings for the
Church Year RCL © 2008, and Sundays and Seasons © 2021, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the
Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Hymn Credits “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: text from Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710, tr. composite, sts. 2,
6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; music, Veni, Emmanuel, French processional, 15th c. Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net #
A-706935. “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”: text by Laurentius Laurenti (1660–1722), tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823–1907); music, Haf
Trones Lampa Färdig, Swedish folk tune. Reprinted from the public domain. “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”: text by Mary
Louise Bringle (b. 1953), © 2006 GIA Pub. Inc.; music, Suo Gân, Welsh melody, arr. hymnal version © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”: text by Charles Wesley (1707–
1788), alt.; music, Helmsley, by Thomas Olivers (1725–1799). Reprinted from the public domain.
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