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 CAROL H. STORAASLI                  
 

Carol Helen Elefson was born May 1, 1925 in Lostwood, ND to Paula and Evender Elefson.  She 
passed peacefully in the early hours of November 15, 2021. Her first 9 years were enjoyed on the 
farm in North Dakota and in 1934 the family moved to Washington. They came to Everett,  
ended up in the Snohomish area and eventually settled in Silvana.  Carol attended Pacific  
Lutheran College (PLC now PLU) where she graduated with a degree in education in 1947. This 
is where she also met the “Big Guy”, Les, in the halls of PLC. Carol and Les were married on 
August 23, 1947 and enjoyed 59 years of a loving marriage before his passing in 2006. 
 

Her career began in the Franklin Pierce School District at Parkland Elementary School, where 
she taught second grade for a few years. She was then able to stay home and be a full-time mom 
to their children, Mark and Paula. Family was very important to Carol and a favorite task was 
caring for her grandchildren which she took on with pleasure and loving kindness. Rainy day 
picnics in the basement were a special treat!  Holidays and traditions were also important and her 
mission was organizing the family dinners and making sure to have “lists” for everyone’s  
involvement in these great family times. 
 

Since 1945, Carol was an active and faithful member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Parkland. 
Throughout the years she participated in Reading Club, Altar Guild, Ruth Circle, Church  
Council, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and Luther League. Carol and Les loved  
traveling and were fortunate to visit many states and countries. A special adventure was living 
and teaching 4th grade in Abidjan, Ivory Coast for two years while Les was the principal. The 
“Roof Rats gang” from PLC days was a long-time group of friends that gathered yearly at  
various locations for fun and reminiscing. Carol loved spending time with family and friends at 
the cabin on Hood Canal; visiting, swimming, cracking crab on the ramp, hours of playing 
bridge or telling the kids stories about Sigrid the Seagull and Ulysses Mouse!  Carol and Les 
were avid dancers and loved the Big Band era of music! She couldn’t help herself but it put a 
spring in her step whenever she heard Glenn Miller’s ‘In the Mood’!  She also loved to garden, 
play cards, board games, and was especially good at ping pong! 
 

Carol was preceded in death by her husband Lester Storaasli, son Mark Storaasli, brother Erland 
Elefson, and sister Dorothy Gunderson. She is survived by her brother Eugene (Audrey) Elefson, 
Sister-in-law Geri Elefson; daughter Paula (Randy) Bacon of Tacoma, daughter-in-law Julie 
(Greg) Gilmore of Puyallup; grandchildren Erika (Jackie) Richardson, Stephanie (Brynn) Ellis, 
Melanie (Tyler) Knox, Evan Storaasli, Daniel (Kaity) Storaasli, and Eric Storaasli; great  
grandchildren Kenzie, Riley, Harper, Bennett, Malcom,  and a future Storaasli (Dan & Kaity) to 
be born next spring. 
 

She will be greatly missed by her community, her many friends and by her loving family. Please 
join us in Thompson Hall for a reception following the service to celebrate Carol’s life by  
sharing good times, memories and of course, refreshments. Memorials may go to Trinity  
Lutheran Church or an organization of your choice. 
 

We would like to say a special ‘Thank You’ to Teresia and Robert at NewStart Adult Family 
Home for giving her such kind and compassionate caring during her stay.  
 

On behalf of Carol’s family we would like to thank you for coming today. 

Please sign her guest book at dryermortuary.com 
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Throughout this bulletin:  C = Congregation   P = Presiding Minister   L = Leader 

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship - the red hymnal in the bookrack 

 

                 

 
 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION  
 
P  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, 

to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister Carol, 
to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 
P  When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  In her baptism, Carol was clothed with Christ. On the day of 
Christ’s coming, she shall be clothed with God's own glory. 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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HYMN  My Faith Looks Up to Thee               ELW Hymn 759 

 
 

GREETING 
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P  O God of grace and glory, 

we remember before you today our sister Carol. 
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
FAMILY REMEMBRANCES       
             
 
Psalm  121         

1I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 

2My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

7The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 

8The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 
forevermore. 
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READING  2 Timothy 4:7-8       
 
 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From 
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 

GOSPEL Matthew 19:14-15 
 
P  14but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15And he laid his hands on them 
and went on his way. 

HOMILY                                                Pastor Jonette Blakney 

Please stand as you are able 

HYMN  I Know that My Redeemer Lives         ELW Hymn 619 
            Stanzas 1, 2, 7 & 8 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  
 
Please be seated 
 

PRAYERS 

 

P  Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”   
Jesus, fullness of compassion, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for Carol, and dry the tears of those who weep.  
Lord, in your mercy,          

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, firstborn of the new creation, you raised the dead; give to Carol, our sister,  
 life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,    
C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, friend of sinners, you promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring Carol to 
the joys of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, wellspring of life, you washed our sister Carol in baptism and anointed her 
with the Holy Spirit; give her communion with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, bread of life, you nourished Carol at your table on earth; welcome her at your 
table in the realm of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,             

C hear our prayer.  
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P  Jesus, bright morning star, comfort us in our sorrows at the death of Carol:  
 let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Lord, in your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, Lord of life, with the Father and the Spirit you have made us in your image to 
reflect your truth and light. We give you thanks for Carol, for the grace and mercy 
she received from you, for all that was good in her life, for the memories we treasure 
today…  

 God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of those 
who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your 
saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and 
especially those most dear to us who rest in you…  

 Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to 
do your holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and the Church in  
heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 
 

P  Let us commend Carol to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
      

 Silence is kept. 

P  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Carol.  Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a 
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

C  Amen 

P  Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; 
    and let light perpetual shine on her. 

 

 

 
HYMN          For All the Saints           ELW Hymn 422 
          Stanzas 1, 3, 5, 6, 7 

Continued on the next page. 
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SENDING 
 

P  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

P  Let us go forth in peace in the name of Christ. 
C  Amen 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
You are invited to join Carol’s family and friends after the service for a time of  
refreshment and fellowship in Thompson Hall.  
 
 
 

Liturgy used in this worship is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and Renewing Worship, © 2002, administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 
reprinted under authority of Augsburg license number 15108-LIT. All rights reserved.   Scriptures, except 
where noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of  
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by  
permission.    

Serving in this worship 
Presiding Ministers      The Rev. Jonette Blakney, The Rev. Ron Kempe 
Musician    Dr. Jonathan Wohlers, organist    
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