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Raoul Stanley Titus 
October 17, 1958 — October 31, 2021 

 
 
Raoul Stanley Titus (pronunciation: /reɪ.əl stænlɪ taɪdəs/) was born at Tacoma General 
on October 17, 1958 and died at home in Tacoma on October 31, 2021. Raoul lived with 
glioblastoma for over two years. He is survived by his wife Lori Titus, mother Marilee 
Titus, sons Jacob (Madeline) Titus Sanders and Stefan (Evonne Aguirre) Titus, and  
siblings Terry (Vicki) Titus and Laura (Thom) Stewart. 
 
Raoul graduated from Charles Wright Academy in 1977. He met Lynne St Pierre, who 
would become Jacob and Stefan’s mother, in Tacoma in 1980. They were married in 
1982 and moved to Bellingham, where their sons were born. Raoul was a computer  
programmer and stay-at-home dad. He particularly treasured the time he spent with his 
kids as babies and small children. 
 
In 2004, Raoul met Lori in the Trinity Lutheran Church Cantate Choir, and they were 
married in 2008. Raoul joined Lori in her career as a homecare aide, which he excelled 
at for 11 years. They shared a love of music and movies, and enjoyed spending time  
together outdoors. They fit together remarkably. Lori was with Raoul constantly in the 
final years of his life. 
 
Jacob and Stefan were very important to Raoul throughout his life. He was always  
available for a hike or bike ride, and enjoyed hearing about their projects and plans.  
Raoul gave the boys a strong foundation in computing concepts from a young age, 
which led to Stefan’s career in computer engineering and impacted how each of them 
think about the world. Raoul always had his camera with him, and frequently also car-
ried a monopod. He leaves behind thousands and thousands of photographs, organized in 
a complex system that was intuitive only to him. Raoul learned to love native plants 
from his father, Hal, and liked pointing out plants to his family. His favorite plant was 
the trillium. 
 
Raoul’s parents were musicians who encouraged his love of music. He played viola from 
childhood, and sang with Jacob and Lori in various choirs throughout his life, including 
church choir and shape note groups. He was a natural musician who felt strongly about 
how music should be played. Raoul was also a life-long bicyclist. When he was no  
longer able to ride alone, he and his wife learned to ride a tandem bicycle. It was a gift 
that he was able to continue riding until August of this year.  
 
In lieu of flowers, Raoul asked that donations be sent to the Timberland Regional  
Library. 



 3 

 

Throughout this bulletin:  C = Congregation   P = Presiding Minister   L = Leader 

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship - the red hymnal in the bookrack 

                 
 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION  
 
P  Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, 

to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother  Raoul, 
to give thanks for his life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 
 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 
P  When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  In his baptism, Raoul was clothed with Christ. On the day of 
Christ’s coming, he shall be clothed with God's own glory. 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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OPENING HYMN  How Firm a Foundation          ELW hymn 796 
 

GREETING 
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P  O God of grace and glory, 

we remember before you today our brother Raoul. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
OBITUARY         Jacob Titus Sanders 
            (Son) 
QUARTET Of the Father’s Love Begotten Martin Peterson, Lauren Stenerson, 
       Ruth Peterson, Jeffrey Bell-Hanson 
          
FIRST READING  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8               Laura Stewart 
                    (Sister) 

 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to 
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a 
time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time 
to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to throw 
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time 
to throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.   
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Psalm  46          Marilee Titus 
                   (Mother) 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the sea; 

3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
Selah 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 
Most High. 

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the 
morning dawns. 

6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth 
melts. 

7The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

8Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the 
earth. 

9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

10“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in 
the earth.” 

11The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 
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SECOND READING  Revelation 7:9-17   Cheryl Mays Comen 
                  (Friend) 

 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried 
out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this 
reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger 
no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching 
heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes.” 

 
GOSPEL John 14:1-7   
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 

4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.”           
 

HOMILY                                                Pastor Jonette Blakney 
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Please stand as you are able 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  
 
HYMN  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life       Hymn 816 
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Please be seated 

 

PRAYERS 
P  Let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”   

Jesus, fullness of compassion, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress;  
draw near to us who mourn for Raoul, and dry the tears of those who weep.  
Lord, in your mercy,          

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, firstborn of the new creation, you raised the dead; give to Raoul, our brother,  
 life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,    
C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, friend of sinners, you promised paradise to the repentant thief; bring Raoul 
to the joys of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, wellspring of life, you washed our brother Raoul in baptism and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit; give him communion with all your saints. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, bread of life, you nourished Raoul at your table on earth; welcome him at 
your table in the realm of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,             

C hear our prayer.  

P  Jesus, bright morning star, comfort us in our sorrows at the death of Raoul:  
 let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Lord, in your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 

P  Jesus, Lord of life, with the Father and the Spirit you have made us in your image 
to reflect your truth and light. We give you thanks for Raoul, for the grace and 
mercy he received from you, for all that was good in his life, for the memories we 
treasure today…  

 God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the strength of those 
who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your 
saints. We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and 
especially those most dear to us who rest in you…  

 Give us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to 
do your holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and the Church in  
heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
COMMENDATION and FAREWELL 

 

P  Let us commend Raoul to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

P  Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Raoul.  Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a  
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

C  Amen 

P  Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; 
    and let light perpetual shine on him. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

 

CLOSING HYMN  For the Beauty of the Earth       Hymn 879 

 
SENDING 

 

P  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

P  Let us go forth in peace in the name of Christ. 
C  Amen 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
You are invited to join Raoul’s family and friends after the service for a time of  
refreshment and fellowship in Thompson Hall.  
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Raoul & Lori 
2004 

Raoul outdoors with camera in hand! 
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Raoul 2008 

Raoul showing his love  
in a creative way! 
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Raoul and Family 
2009 



 15 

 

Raoul and 
Lori 
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Liturgy used in this worship is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and Renewing Worship, © 2002, administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 
reprinted under authority of Augsburg license number 15108-LIT. All rights reserved.   Scriptures, except 
where noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of  
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by  
permission.    

 

SERVING IN THIS WORSHIP 
Presiding Ministers        The Rev. Jonette Blakney, The Rev. Ron Kempe 
Musician   Dr. Jonathan Wohlers, organist  


