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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home.
Masks: Required.







Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like you do a
hospital room).
Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please spread
yourselves out in the space.
Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two locations at
each side of the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates upon entering/
exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion .
Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the bulletin.
Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose
offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your
statement of giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are in the
Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS:







Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk.
Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your
participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff.
If you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to
introduce yourself to the person at the information desk in the Narthex.
We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet activities area at the
rear of the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard
over speakers.
If you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Jonette Blakney at church, 253-5370201 X 104; or Interim Pastor Ron Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 X 108 or email:
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor.

Throughout this bulletin:
C = Congregation

P = Presiding minister

L = Lector/Leader

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry hymnal)
ACS: All Creation Sings (violet hymnal)
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
BWV 700 & 701 (From Heaven above to Earth I Come)

WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN

All My Heart Again Rejoices

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Hymn 273

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice
over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness
instead of sorrow.
L: A reading from Jeremiah.
7Thus

says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10Hear

the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
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I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Psalm 147:12–20
Cantor 1 leads the refrains; the congregation responds, singing with Cantor 2.
Refrain

12Worship

the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14God has established peace on your borders;
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly. Refrain
16God

gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! Refrain
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SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.
L: A reading from Ephesians.
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel. All sing “Alleluia,” the cantor sings the verse, all repeat
“Alleluia.”

Proper verse: All the ends | of the earth* have seen the victory | of our God. (Ps. 98:3)
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GOSPEL READING
John 1:1-18
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

P: The Gospel according to John, the first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He

was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And

the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”)
16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Ron Kempe
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HYMN OF THE DAY

The Bells of Christmas
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ELW 298

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(A list of people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.)
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
L: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
We encourage “touch free” -- eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed on your heart with the words,
“Peace be with you.”
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MEAL
OFFERTORY HYMN

What Feast of Love

ELW 487

OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring
the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for
others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this to remember me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C: Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table
Come, see what God makes known to you.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you
in his grace.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Let All Together Praise Our God
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ELW 287, sts. 1–4

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Lobt Gott, ihr Christen allzugleich
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
BWV 609 & 732 (Praise God, You Christians, All Together)

SERVING TODAY:
Presiding and Preaching Minister: The Rev. Ron Kempe
Director of Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers
Cantors: Dr. Jeffry Bell-Hanson and Maya Adams
Lector: Diane Floyd
Prayer Leader: Cheryl Reagan
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Sally Goldyn

Liturgy Credits Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Four) © 2006, All Creation Sings (Setting Twelve) ©
2020, Psalm Settings for the Church Year RCL © 2008, and Sundays and Seasons © 2022, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of
the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Hymn Credits “All My Heart Again Rejoices”: text by Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676), Tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878), alt.; music, Warum
Sollt Ich, Johann G. Ebeling (1637–1676). Reprinted from the public domain. “The Bells of Christmas”: text from Nikolai f. s. Grundtvig
(1783–1872), tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth (1823–1883), alt.; music, Det kimer nu till Julefest, Carl C. N. Balle (1806–1855). Reprinted from
the public domain. “What Feast of Love”: text by Delores Dufner, OSB (b. 1939), © 1993 admin. OCP Publ.; music, Greensleeves, English
ballad, 16th c. Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Let All Together Praise Our God”: text and music by Nikolaus Herman
(1480–1561), tr. hymnal version, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935.
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