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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home.
Masks: Required.







Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like you do a
hospital room).
Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please spread
yourselves out in the space.
Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two locations at
each side of the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates upon entering/
exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion .
Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the bulletin.
Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose
offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your
statement of giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are in the
Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS:







Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk.
Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your
participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff.
If you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to
introduce yourself to the person at the information desk in the Narthex.
We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet activities area at the
rear of the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard
over speakers.
If you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Jonette Blakney at church, 253-5370201 X 104; or Interim Pastor Ron Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 X 108 or email:
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor.

Throughout this bulletin:
C = Congregation

P = Presiding minister

L = Lector/Leader

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry hymnal)
ACS: All Creation Sings (violet hymnal)
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele

Anton Heiller (1923–1979)

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P: In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.

3

The Ehlers Family
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P: Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot
from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and
crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts
to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus
Christ, the hope of all nations.
O people of hope, come,
C: let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.

HYMN FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, sts. 1, 3–4

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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KYRIE

5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the
people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are
refined.
L: A reading from Malachi.
1See,

I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

6

PSALM
Luke 1:68-79 (Canticle of Zechariah)
Cantor 1 leads the refrains; the congregation responds, singing with Cantor 2.
Refrain

68Blessed

are you, LORD, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
70Through your holy prophets,
71you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us,
72to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant. Refrain
73This

was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the LORD to prepare the way,
77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins. Refrain
74to

78In

the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Refrain
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SECOND READING
Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in
partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher,
is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.
L: A reading from Philippians.
3I

thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel.

Proper verse: Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.
GOSPEL READING
Luke 3:1-6
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be
challenged by this coming Lord.
P: The Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
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“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Ron Kempe
Prepare the Royal Highway
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(A list of people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.)
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
Please stand as you are able.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
We encourage “touch free” -- eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed on your heart with the words,
“Peace be with you.”
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MEAL
OFFERTORY HYMN
Please stand as you are able.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C: Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: God fills the hungry with good things.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you
in his grace.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele

Georg Böhm (1661–1733)

SERVING TODAY:
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney
Preaching Minister: The Rev. Ron Kempe
Director of Music: Dr. Jonathan Wohlers
Cantors: Dr. Jeffry Bell-Hanson and Mackenzie Taylor
Lector: Maggie Neiberger
Prayer Leader: Sarah Ehlers
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Sally Goldyn

Liturgy Credits Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Two) © 2006, Psalm Settings for the
Church Year RCL © 2008, and Sundays and Seasons © 2021, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the
Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymn Credits “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: text from Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710, tr. composite, sts. 2,
6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; music, Veni, Emmanuel, French processional, 15th c. Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net #
A-706935. “Prepare the Royal Highway”: text by Frans Mikael Franzén (1722–1847), tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; music,
Bereden Väg för Herran, Swedish folk tune, 17th c., © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted
under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”: text by Charles Wesley (1707–1788); music,
Jefferson, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. Printed from the public domain. “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”: text by
Johann G. Olearius (1635–1711), tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878), alt.; music, Freu dich sehr, Trente quatre pseaumes de
David, Geneva, 1551. Printed from the public domain.
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