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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The service is being live-streamed for participation by those at home. 

 
Masks: Required. 

 
 Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the church (much like you do a 

hospital room).  
 Social distancing: We are fortunate to have such a large sanctuary. Please spread 

yourselves out in the space.  
 Offering plates will not be passed, rather, they will be located in two locations at 

each side of  the sanctuary. Offerings may be left in the plates upon entering/
exiting, and and/or when coming up for Communion . 

 Everything you need to participate fully in the service is found in the bulletin.  
 Ways to donate to Trinity’s Ministries and Missions: Cash or check — loose  

offering in offering plate or use a pew envelop to have it appear on your  
statement of  giving; “Simply Giving” (Electronic Funds Transfer) — forms are in the 
Narthex or arrange for “bill pay” through your bank. You may also give  
electronically through Trinity’s website www.trinitylutheranparkland.org     

 

 
 

Throughout this bulletin:  
 

 C = Congregation           P = Presiding minister           L = Lector/Leader  
 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry hymnal) 
ACS: All Creation Sings (violet hymnal)   

A SPECIAL WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO OUR GUESTS: 
 
 Hearing-assistant devices are available in the Narthex at the host desk. 
 Please use the Welcome Card (in the pew racks) to record your  

participation in worship today and to communicate with the staff. 
 If  you are worshiping at Trinity for the first time, or visiting, we invite you to  

introduce yourself  to the person at the information desk in the Narthex. 
 We value having children in our worship services. There is a quiet activities area at the 

rear of  the worship space so children may remain in worship, or parents may, if   
necessary, take their children to the entrance area, where the service may be heard  
over speakers. 

 If  you are interested in joining Trinity Lutheran Church, please check the “Want to 
join” box on a Welcome Card, or contact Pastor Jonette Blakney at church, 253-537-
0201 X 104; or Interim Pastor Ron Kempe at church , 253-537-0201 X 108 or email:  
office@trinitylutheranparkland.org to contact either pastor. 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE  Savior of  the Nations, Come BWV 659   Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding  
minister begins. 

P:   In the name of  the Father, 
     and of  the ☩ Son, 
     and of  the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  God of  all mercy and consolation, come to the help of  your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of  your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of  sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of  life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

   Amen. 
 
P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are  
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may  
live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. 

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the 
great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord  
Jesus. 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 
C: let us travel on God’s holy way 

and enter into Zion with singing. Amen. 
  
HYMN FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, sts. 1, 5-6                ELW 257 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING 
P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God,  

and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyle Comen, Remi & Tobias 
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KYRIE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Stir up the wills of  your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of  John, 

that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of  repentance; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING   Zephaniah 3:14-20  
 

The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of  judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes from 
the conclusion of  the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s 
salvation is at hand. 

 

L:  A reading from Zephaniah . 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of  Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of  festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
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 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of  the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

L: The Word of  the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Isaiah 12:2–6 (The First Song of  Isaiah, Ecce Deus) 
Cantor 1 leads the refrains; the congregation responds, singing with Cantor 2. 
 

Refrain  
 
 
 
 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
    for the Lord God is my strength and my might,  
  and has become my salvation. 
  3With joy you will draw water 
    from the wells of  salvation.  Refrain 
 

 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord,  
  call on God’s name; make known the deeds of  the Lord among the nations;  
  proclaim that this name is exalted.  Refrain 
 

 5Sing praises to the Lord, who has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of  Israel. Refrain 
 
SECOND READING   Philippians 4:4-7  

Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in  
Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy  
and peace. 

 
L:  A reading from Philippians.  
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to  
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of  
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

L:  The word of  the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Please stand as you are able as we welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proper verse: Alleluia. I am sending my messen- | ger before you * who will prepare your | way  
before you. Alleluia.  
 
GOSPEL READING     Luke 3:7-18  

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a 
matter of  identity but of  bearing fruits of  merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 

 
P:   The Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of  vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of  repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of  the trees;  
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts  
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of  them by saying,  
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of  his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His  
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

P:   The gospel of  the Lord. 
C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
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SERMON                                                              Pastor Jonette Blakney 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Hark the Glad Sound        ELW 239 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of  the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of  saints, 
 the forgiveness of  sins,  
 the resurrection of  the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

(A list of  people needing prayer is in the bulletin insert.) 
 
Each portion of  the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

L:   Lord, in your mercy,       
C:   Hear our prayer.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P:   The peace of  the Lord be with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 

We encourage “touch free” --  eye contact and a smile, a head nod, or a hand placed on your heart with the words, 
“Peace be with you.” 

MEAL 
 
OFFERTORY  HYMN    As the Dark Awaits the Dawn    ELW 261 
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P:  Let us pray. 
God of  abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of  your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of  
your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of  life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of  creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this to remember me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
C:  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  

P:  With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of  grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P:  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of  peace on earth. 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

P:  All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of  Israel, 
Word of  God incarnate, 
Power of  the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
C:   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P:  God fills the hungry with good things.  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
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BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: The body and blood of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you 
in his grace.  

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray. God of  abundance, with this bread of  life and cup of  salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of  your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and con-
tinue forever in the risen life of  Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   Fling Wide the Door       ELW 259 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  Macht hoch die Tür  Max Reger (1873–-1916) Jan Bender (1909–1994) 
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SERVING TODAY: 
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Ron Kempe 
Preaching Minister: The Rev. Jonette Blakney 
Director of  Music:  Dr. Jonathan Wohlers 
Cantors:  Dr. Jeffry Bell-Hanson and Mackenzie Taylor 
Lector: Diane Floyd 
Prayer Leader: Elaine Ramsay 
Communion Assistants: Jeanne Ehlers, Sally Goldyn 

Liturgy Credits  Portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Setting Five) © 2006, Psalm Settings 
for the Church Year RCL © 2008, and Sundays and Seasons © 2021, published by Augsburg Fortress and reprinted by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgy license #15108-LIT. All rights reserved. Reprinted scripture is from the 
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National  
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Hymn Credits  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: text from Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710, tr. 
composite, sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; music, VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th c.  
Reprinted under authority of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Hark, the Glad Sound!”: text by Philip Doddridge 
(1702–1751); music, CHESTERFIELD, by Thomas Haweis (1734–1820). Printed form the public domain. “As the 
Dark Awaits the Dawn”: text by Susan Palo Cherwien (b. 1953), © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, edmin. Augsburg 
Fortress; music, LUCENT, by Carl F. Schalk (b. 1929–2021), © 1987 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under authority 
of OneLicense.net # A-706935. “Fling Wide the Door”: text by Georg Weissel (1590–1635), tr. Gracia Grindal  
(b. 1943), © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; music, MACHT HOCH DIE TÜR, J. A. 
 Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704, arr. © Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under authority of  
OneLicense.net # A-706935. 


